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BIRDSEYE VIEW 


OF 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 





PMR amas purporting to portray 
Christian Science have from time - 
to time been unrolled before the public. 
These pictures are usually painted with the 
brush of prejudice. They are generally 
but distorted caricatures, whose colors 
betray the venom of their designers. 
Pictures seen through spectacles which 
do not fit our vision are always blurred 
to the eye. 

Conclusions derived from preconceived 
opinions end where they begin. There is 
a couplet frequently quoted, or rather 
misquoted, from Butler's Hudibras, which 
1s ever true: 


A man convinced against his will 
Is of the same opinion still. 
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There are always two sides to every 
story, whether it be told by honest people, 
or by newsmongers who work only for 
the interest of ‘their employers, without 
regard to the rights and feelings of others. 

The courts will allow no man to occupy 
a juror’s seat who has previously formed 
an opinion as to the case at issue; and 
certainly men who draw their conclusions 
from one-sided evidence, are not in a frame 
of mind for clear judgment. 

Let us be honest with ourselves. Let 
us be honest with our brethren. 

Allover this country Christian Scientists 
are branded, directly or indirectly, as either 
decoys or fanatics, bent on entrapping 
unwary truth-seekers. They are thus 
branded by the very ones who should 
endorse them,—that is, by professed 
Christians and their ecclesiastical leaders. 
This need not surprise us, for it is written 
even of Jesus, that “ he came unto his own, 
and his own received him not. ® “This 

unwise treatment of fellow-servants of 
Jesus is neither politic nor Christian, and 
can only end detrimentally to the opposers 


of our Truth. 
Christian Scientists are openly declared 
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to be false teachers, because they dare 
to teach doctrines which seem pernicious 
to their antagonists. This unchristian 
criticism does Christian Science no final 
harm, It simply shows, to all thinking 
people, the weak position of the enemy. 
Nevertheless, such mental exhalations may 
poison the atmosphere, and leave a mist 
on the mirror of Divine Science. 

Man should see his brother as God sees 
him, made in the divine image. A true 
Christian Scientist never accuses another 
of being a false teacher; for the excellent 
reason that true Christian Scientists have 
all they can possibly attend to, in trying to 
teach what they believe,— yea, what proves 
to be God’s immutable Truth. We know 
that every true word, wherever uttered, is 
from God, who is all Truth. 

Christian Science is so often erroneously 
presented, by unprincipled defamers of all 
ideas except their own, that it behooves 
us from time to time to correct these 
fallacious representations, and explain our 
faith and its virtues from our standpoint. 
For this purpose these paragraphs are 
penned. To those unfamiliar with its 
fundamental principles, Christian Science 
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may seem hard to understand. Even 
if all these discursive remarks are not 
understood, I trust some ray of light may 
be discernible through them, which may 
eventually lighten the pathway to a 
higher sphere of existence. ; 

Theteachings of Christian Science reject 
the testimony of all the physical senses. 
Its portrayals are mental, not physical. 
Consequently great care must be exercised 
in separating the testimony of the higher, 
or supernal senses, from the lower senses. 
The effort will be to unfold its fundamental 
ideas, as they are taught by Rev. Mary 
Baker G. Eddy, the Discoverer of Christian 
Science. 

We stand now on the threshold of a 
new dispensation. Some have crossed 
that threshold, following the lead of 
our Teacher, who has already entered 
the, Holy, of, Holies, and gazed upon the 
light ineffable. She has flashed out to the 
world, from the mountain-tops of spiritual 
discernment, the hallowed light of Christian 
Science. Her students must keep this 
light trimmed and burning. If the light 
goes out, we alone are responsible, in 
whose charge it is placed. The present 
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endeavor is to explain, as clearly as possible, 
the Principle of Christian Science, not 
forgetting that whatsoever is new is also 
difficult of apprehension, especially at 
first, 

The object of this essay is not censure, 
on one hand; nor, on the other, can it be 
admitted that the mendacious reports, so 
current today about our Science, can in 
anyway injure the Truth. One might 
as well expect to demolish the everlasting 
rock of Gibraltar with a bean-blower, as 
to think of overthrowing the divine 
prerogatives with paper criticism. 

Said Jesus: “Remove the beam from 
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 
clearly, to remove the mote from thy 
brother’s eye.” How true it is that we 
condemn in others, that to which we 
ourselves are prone. 

We always see the reflection of our own 
thought. Like the Australian boomerang, 
idle and ungracious words may return 
and wound ourselves. If good seed falls 
into good ground, let us thank God; and 
are we not told that not a sparrow 
falleth to the ground without our Father’s 
knowledge? Our truthful thoughts soar 
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upward like birds, on Love’s pinions, 
never falling unheeded to the ground. 

It is not to be assumed that all who 
teach differently from ourselves are false 
teachers. God forbid! Wherever there 
is a true word spoken, it is from God, who 
is all Truth. If through the present 
counsel any are led to see the Star in the 
East, which the Wisemen saw, and if by 
following that divine orb,— which circles 
above matter, in the infinite vault of 
harmony,—any are led to the living Christ, 
do not praise the writer for this new 
revelation, but return and give thanks to 
God, as did the leper of old, when Jesus 
so commanded. None can accept Truth 
before they are ready for it. It is a 
homely illustration, but true: You may 
lead a horse to water, but you can not 
make him drink. 

Christian Science does not scare people 
into religion. It does not teach the dread 
of an awful God, but rather the fear of 
wrong-doing. It does not teach, men to 
be better than their neighbors, but to be 
better than themselves. It does not’ depict 
terrible illustrations of eternal punishment, 
awaiting all who follow not a certain creed 


{ 


= 


Wirdsepe Wiew. 9 


and ritual, or man-made theories. It 
teaches that God is Love, as is declared 
in the New Testament. It teaches that 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, left the ninety- 
and-nine, and went out after the one stray 
wanderer, lifting him above matter, and 
in loving arms bringing him back to the 
fold, thus making the fold complete,— one 
fold and one Shepherd. 

Every knee must bow. God being 
eternal, all His ideas must necessarily 
be eternal. According to chemistry, no 
particle of matter can be lost. Think you 
then that God’s spiritual realities can be 
obliterated? Truth has spoken to the 
world, declaring Christian Science to be 
the city set on a hill, the city which can not 
be hid. The dust of worldliness and the 
vapors of prejudice may hide the city from 
mortal view, as our sun is obscured by 
intervening clouds, but it shines there 
still, The bulwarks of this city are 
impregnable. Every rift in the cloud of 
sensuous belief reveals the glistening 


spires pointing eternally upward. , ,:},ce!“ 


mA) 


It is not the i sale 
ihe purpose of this exegesis 
o make proselytes,or to alienate people 
from their accustomed sanctuaries, but 
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to show Christian Science from an 
unaccustomed standpoint. To see the 
sunrise we must look toward the east. 
Let us then view, or try to view, Christian 
Science in its own light. 

That Christian Science has made a stir 
in the world, no one doubts. The prelude 
on this celestial harp is heard in almost 
every State and Territory of our vast 
republic. At this very hour, in scores 
of cities and towns, bands of lovers of 
Christian Science are sweeping the strings 
of this harp. We hear the echo, from the 
Gulf of Mexico on the south to the far 
north. Kissing the rice and cotton fields, 
it rushes toward the great Jakes, and 
hastens on to the Rocky Mountains, 
whence the sound is re-echoed to the 
Green Mountains of New England. The 
Granite Hills reverberate the glad tidings 
of great joy to the whispering pines of 
Maine, which lift their towering forms 
heavenward, and unceasingly nod their 
heads in concord. In the words of Dr. 
Sears’s beautiful Christmas hymn: 


O’er the blue hills of Galilee, 
There comes a holier calm; 

And Sharon waves, in solemn praise, 
Her silent groves of palm. 
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The words of Truth are not confined to 
this continent. The cable of thought has 
transmitted the gladsome news across the 
vast waste of waters to Britannia’s Isles, 
where ready hearts are repeating the 
glorious words of Christian Science, which 
are to dispel the mists of materiality and 
bring out the harmony of Truth, opening 
to mankind the ineffable light of the 
coming day. 

The Jewish leaders, with scarcely an 
exception, criticized and persecuted Jesus. 
Why? Simply because his teachings were 
radically different from those in which they 
had been trained. Christian Scientists 
are constantly criticized. And for the 
same reason,— because our teachings are 
radically unlike those of the popular 
ecclesiastical teachers. 

Jesus was pure outwardly and inwardly. 
His opponents, to use his own words, were 
whited sepulchres,— outwardly beautiful, 
but inwardly full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness. True Scientists follow 
the teachings of Jesus in every respect. 
He said: “I am the Way. ... Whoso 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber.” 


ay 
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Jesus began his earthly ministrations 
with healing, and continued healing till 
the time of his crucifixion. ‘The works 
that I do shall ye do also, and greater, 
was his promise. ‘Go ye into all the 
world; heal the sick and preach the 
Gospel,” were his orders to the disciples. 
Consequently only those who obey his 
will, by healing the sick and reforming 
the sinner, are his true disciples. Is it 
because Christian Scientists are thus 
striving to do the Master’s work that the 
world derides them? If this be not the 
reason, for which of their works are they 
stoned ? 

Critics almost invariably acknowledge 
that Christian Science can heal. This 
they can not well dispute. The fact is too 
apparent for contradiction. : ; 

( Now there are three ways in which our 
cures are belittled. Some assert that our 
healing is simply the work of Satan. This, 
it will be remembered, is the identical 
charge which was brought against the 
wonderful works of Jesus, when “he went 
about doing good,” and healing those who 
were brought unto him,— the lame, the 
blind, and the diseased. Does Satan do 
such works as these? Ask yourselves! 
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A second objection, brought against 
our cures, is that the diseases reached 
are wholly imaginary, the result of some 
illusion in the invalid. Even if this were 
the case, it is certainly a great benefit if 
we can restore even an imaginary invalid 
to a rational frame of mind, especially 
when physicians of all sorts fail utterly 
to accomplish such a result. A famous 
lrench comedy, by a celebrated author, 
is called The Imaginary Invalid, or The 
Hypochondriac, and shows how such a 
man may be cured through the dispersion 
of his illusions. Hypochondriacs need to 
be cured, for they certainly suffer in belief, 
Do not stand in the way of Christian 
Science, even if it can aid only these 
unfortunates. 

A third class of objectors aver that all, 
or nearly all, Christian Science patients 
would recover their health without any 
intervention on our part, They do not 
deny that these invalids are really sick; 
but they insist that in these cases unaided 
nature will work an ultimate, if not a 
speedy cure. Such an argument is mere 


assertion, without sufficient proof to 
sustain it. 
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Sapient opponents declare God to be 
all-powerful; yet they pray, and then 
administer catnip-tea. Is this consistent ? 
If God is all-powerful, as every minister 
in the world must allow, what power is 
there in drugs, or in anything else, save 
God alone? Is not this a logical 
conclusion? Logic is always sure. If 
the premises are sound, no matter how 
much the logic violates our former 
convictions, its conclusions must be 
accepted. If God can heal, as He surely 
can, why does He need drugs, void of all 
intelligence, inert and unconscious? Lves 
divine intelligence need non-intelligent 
matter, through which to manifest itself ? 
Is darkness necessary to reveal light ? 

Can He who is light, and in whom is 
no darkness, conceive of aught but light? 
Can Goodness know its opposite, evil? 
Can Truth be cognizant of falsehood? 
No, never. No honest and deep thinker 
can possibly believe God capable of 
creating clashing opposites. God is too 
pure to behold iniquity, or to allow 
sickness, sin, and death. Then why 
attempt to make Him the original cause 
of these evils? 


Wirdseye Wiew, 15 


If we really think God sends us sickness, 
as many believe, is it right for us to 
employ a physician to ward it off? Is 
there not a little inconsistency here? Can 
a physician frustrate the divine purposes ? 
If the hand of the Lord afflicts us, shall 
we try, with our puny strength, to remove 
that hand? 

In healing the sick and maimed, did 
Jesus use mustard plasters, electric belts, 
splints, trusses, pills, or such corresponding 
extracts and tinctures as were then known ? 
No,—a thousand times, No! If these 
medicinal remedies had been more powerful 
than the remedy he possessed, Jesus 
would surely have employed them. 

Jesus knew that his Father was 
all-powerful, and he healed through the 
understanding of the nothingness of 
disease. He knew if health was real, its 
opposite must be unreal; for the opposite 
of reality is unreality. What is unreal 
must also be untrue. Not once during his 
earthly career did Jesus employ material 
means wherewith to heal the sick. 

Many aver that Jesus used clay on a 
certain blind man’s eyes to restore his 
sight. Not so! The clay with which 
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Jesus anointed the blind man’s eyes did 
hot restore his sight. If you will read 
carefully the Gospel narrative you will see 
that this statement is true. (JOHN ix.) 
Undoubtedly Jesus used the clay, but not 
for healing purposes. There are sundry 
reasons which could be brought to prove 
the falsity of this belief. Jesus spat upon 
the clay, and anointed the blind man’s 
eyes; yet the blind man did not see. 
Jesus then told him to go to the pool of 
Siloam, and bathe therein. The blind 
man did as he was told, and came again 
seeing, after he had washed off the clay. 
This is the Gospel account. Mark it! 
Sight was not restored until the blind 
man had washed off the clay. Jesus saw 
the attitude of this man’s thought. He 
saw that a belief in material potentiality 
lingered there, which must be washed 
away before Truth could heal. The Master 
spat on the clay to show his contempt for 
material means, just as the Scribes and 
Pharisees afterward spat upon Jesus, to 
show their scorn; for this has been regarded 
as a mark of. “détision, even ‘unto this day. 
The clay was beneath the feet of Jesus. 
Do you think he who said “The Father 
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and I are one,” would stoop below this 
consciousness to find his healing power? 
Would he, who knew God to be all-powerful, 
so far forget himself as to look down to 
unintelligent earth for curative strength? 
Never! It would have been beneath -him 
so to do! 

This restoration to sight was mare than 
a mere physical benefit. Jesus opened 
this man’s eyes to spiritual truths. It was 
a mental restoration. The waters of 
Siloam were supplied from a place called 
the Maiden’s Pool,—type of purity. 
Washing away our sense of material 
power, with Truth’s purity, opens our eyes 
to celestial beauties. Jesus’ conception of 
God’s allness was higher than earthly 
superstition. His healing-power came 
from above,— not from below, whence came 
theclay. He who called himself one with 
the Father never lost consciousness of 
this unity. He knew that man was the 
offspring of God, not of man,—of Spirit, 
not of matter. He who was ever engaged 
about his Father’s business, knew that 
Spirit could not be the author of that 
which warreth against Spirit,— namely, 
matter. 
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Sometime Truth will anoint the eyes of 
all mankind with clay ; that is, materiality, 
with all its claims, will be held before the 
eyes of every one till its unreality is seen, 
—till we find that it blinds, rather than 
restores to sight. This poor clay, this 
materiality, must be washed away. When 
the claims of matter have blinded us 
sufficiently, then will come the further 
command, to wash in Siloam,— wash away 
forever, with the water of purity, the 
belief that there is aught beside God. 

The Eternal is always eternal, and can 
not conceive the temporal; for to the 
Everlasting all things must be everlasting. 
The Limitless can never be limited. Then 
how can the Limitless be the author of 
the limited ? 

Sin does not exist as reality. Surely 
this is the hour whereto the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews refers, as the 
second coming of Christ, “without sin 
unto salvation.’ If sin exists, God myst 
support it; for He supports all that is. 
Why do we longer regard God as the 
author of anything so unlike Himself? 
John says that all things were made by 
the Word of God, and that “ without Him 
was not anything made that was made.” 
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In Genesis it is declared that God 
pronounced His own creation very good. 
Are sickness, sin, and death good? If 
they are not, why attempt to make 
God their author? God’s creation was 
pronounced good by Himself. Conse- 
quently, all material discords are but 
human misconceptions. Man was given 
dominion over all that God made. This 
is his birthright— dominion, and not 
subjection. Shall we continue to bow 
down before aught but God’s eternal 
verities ? Shall man continue to sell his 
birthright, as Esau sold his, for pottage,— 
for a material benefit, for false belief ? 

God can not be less than God. Goodness 
can never be less than goodness. Life 
never ends in death, because Life is 
always living. Paul called Death an 
enemy. We surely do not advance 
spiritually by yielding to an enemy! Life 
alone can contain Life; and death is a 
negation, having no reality except by 
human consent. We obtain Life by 
living, not by dying. Jesus did not 
recognize death. He said, “She is not 
dead, but sleepeth,”’ when others insisted 
that Jairus's daughter was dead, Notwith- 
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standing their contradictory reasoning,— 
even after they had laughed him to scorn,— 
Jesus demonstrated the truthfulness of 
his declaration. His command, “ Damsel, 
I say unto thee, Arise!” aroused her from 
the lethargy into which she had fallen. 

Christian Science teaches mankind to 
worship God “in Spirit and in Truth.” 
Entering the closet of Spirit, Christian 
Science closes the door against aught but 
the eternal God. It closes the door on 
matter, and communes with the Father of 
all goodness, knowing that “in Him we 
live, move, and have our being.” 

Life, Substance, and Intelligence are 
divine. They are not of matter. Matter 
never dies, for it never had Life. If it had 
Life, it could not die. What appears to 
be life in matter is a false conception of 
genuine Life, Substance is real, eternal, 
immutable. Chance, change, accident, 
discord, and decay abide not in eternal 
Substance. Intelligence is divine Mind. 
Matter has no intelligence, and hence it 
has no consciousness. 

Christian Science worships God in the 
Temple of the Most High, that Temple not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
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where Jesus worshipped his Father. At 
the age of twelve Joseph and Mary took 
Jesus with them to Jerusalem, to the feast 
of the Passover, At the conclusion of the 
ceremonies, Joseph and Mary left Jerusa- 
lem for their distant home, accompanied 
by others travelling in the same direction. 
After going a day's journey, his parents 
missed Jesus. They thought he was 
somewhere among the pilgrim band, At 
once, on missing him, they began to 
search for the lad among their kinsfolk. 
He was not to be found. Back to 
Jerusalem they hurried, heavy-hearted and 
sad,— back into that city whence they had 
so recently departed. There they found 
him, in the Temple. 

A simple Gospel story, but one read 
thousands of times without being fully 
understood. If the full meaning of this 
narrative were unfolded, Christian Science 
would be universally believed. The 
spiritual meaning is as follows. Con- 
ventional religious people are one day’s 
journey away from  Christ,— thinking 
all the while, however, that he is among 
them, When they miss him (as they 
surely must) they vainly search for him 
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among their creeds, forms, and ritualistic 
modes of worship. Then will they turn 
about and seek the Truth which they lack, 
and they will find it, in its fulness, in the 
Temple of the Most High. 

We can not find Truth in creeds, forms, 
or ceremonies ; neither can we find Truth 
in matter. We can not reach Heaven by 
material methods. Four-thousand years 
ago man sought to reach Heaven by the 
Tower of Babel, but the project ended in 
confusion. So it will always be. Tower 
after tower of materialism may be erected, 
in the vain expectation that its summits 
will reach the celestial arch; but these 
enterprises must all end, as did Babel, in 
confusion. 

Materiality surely can not blend with 
spirituality, for they are diametrically 
opposed to each other. The churches 
of today are living, or trying to live, up 
to the highest point of their understanding. 
Like their spires, which ever point upward, 
are their aspirations; but the churches 
handle but one of the three evils which 
beset mankind,— namely, sin, sickness, 
and death. The churches deal with sin; 
while Christian Science deals with all 
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three. Jesus met all three, and mastered 
them with the Truth; but the Evangelical 
churches today can conquer only sin, and 
profess their inability to cope with sickness 
and death. Sin they meet as Christian 
Scientists meet it, as Jesus met it, with 
ruth; but sickness they refer to the 
doctors; and as for death, why they 
actually prepare for it, as if it were 
inevitable. 

Jesus once said: ‘Whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die.” Is not 
Jesus’ promise sufficient for all? Gaining 
the true sense of Life, we can not die; for 
Life begets Life. “A kingdom abvided 
against itself can not stand.” A man 
separated from his spiritual consciousness 
can not stand. Therefore the end of Life 
can never be death. Let us ponder these 
things in our hearts, as did Mary the 
Madonna, and great will be our reward. 
Mary Magdalene looked into the tomb 
into matter, to find Jesus. Not finding 
him there, she wept, saying: “ They have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him.” Mary was 
looking too low. “He is not here,’ said 
the angel, “he is risen.” We must lift 
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up our eyes, if we would discern Truth, 
Christ. Looking into earth’s cold sepulchre 
ings nothing but tears. 
ge ee Christian Scientists say that 
God is not earthly personality, but Prin- 
ciple, Life, Truth, Love, they have not 
taken away your Lord. No! He has 
risen, and is not to be found in 
materiality. Christ is immortal, eternal. 
Look with us above matter, and behold 
your Master as Mary beheld him, Jesus 
must become transfigured before us. We 
must see him in the light of Spirit. As 
he said, “If I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come.” That is: If the physical 
Jesus does not disappear, the spiritual 
remains hidden from us, and our eyes 
are holden, that we can not see. Every 
material concept must give place ere the 
spiritual appears. We must crucify the 
flesh if we would rise in Spirit. This 
rends asunder the heavy veil of materialism, 
and reveals the ineffable light of Spirit. 
Worldliness clips the wings of Truth, and 
prevents our rising to that Horeb-height 
whereon we see Christ in the light of 
irit. 
oie claims of matter cloud the sense of 
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Life, and draw the veil of materialism 
across the vision of mortals, shutting out 
the true Light. Mortal thoughts entomb 
us deep in belief’s dark sepulchre, rolling 
the bowlder of superstition across the 
door to progress, preventing the resur- 
rection , to rie eternal. Only complete 
évhancipation frdnt all’ensible phenomena 
can lift us above human control, and 
loosen the shackles of belief, re-establish- 
ing our eternal oneness with the Father. 
Christian Science does not teach that 
man has no body, as we are often falsely 
accused of teaching. Such an assertion 
does us great injustice, and is made either 
maliciously or ignorantly; and malice 
and ignorance alike unfit us for fair 
criticism. Man never is without a body ; 
though that body is not material, but 
spiritual. Man is the image and likeness 
of God. God is Spirit. Matter is not — 
nor indeed can it be—the image and 
likeness of Spirit. That which is so 
unlike Spirit can not possibly reflect it. 
Shallow criticism may for atime 
undermine Christian Science; inaccurate 
reports may force it into narrow channels 
for a period; but the tide of Truth will 
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rise again, and error can not forever retard 
the onward march of Truth. 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me,” is the law of Spirit. “ Thou shalt 
not make unto thyself any graven image, 
or any likeness of anything that is he 
heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or in the waters under the earth. d 
Do men honor these commandments? 
Have we any gods but God? Do we 
make gods of money, of wives or children, 
of houses or lands? Do we circumscribe 
God? Do we consider Him as physically 
personal? Do we picture to ourselves 
Heaven as a location, attainable through 
death? If we seek to confine the Limitless 
or His realities, we violate the first two 
commands of the Decalogue. Jesus told 
the Pharisees that the Kingdom of Heaven 
was among them. Then it is not a 
location, and death is not the threshold 
over which we must pass to attain eternal 
es said, “It doth not yet appear what 
we shall be; but when he [Jesus] shall 
appear, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is.” When we see Jesus 
we shall see him in ourselves, for we shall 
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be like him, When we can say “ Damsel, 
I say unto thee, Arise!” and bring out 
this demonstration as did Jesus, then we 
shall be like him. That time must surely 
come, for he said, “I am the Way.” Then 
there is no other way; and we must do as 
he did, in order to keep in the way. 
Christian Scientists do not maintain 
hard feelings against those who ridicule 
and abuse them. The Saviour said: 
“They have persecuted me; they will also 
persecute you. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your reward in Heaven.” 
Note how beautifully Rev. Samuel John- 
son has expressed this sentiment : 
Onward, Christian, though the region 
Where thou art be drear and lone; 


God hath set a guardian legion 
Very near thee; press thou on! 


By the thorn-road, and no other, 
Is the mount of vision won; 
Tread it without shrinking, brother; 
Jesus trod it,— press thou on! 


By thy trustful, calm endeavor, 
Guiding, cheering, like the sun, 
Earth-bound hearts thou shalt deliver, 
Oh, for their sake, press thou on ! 
We bear our opponents no ill-will. We 
simply say: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” Though we 
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faint beneath the cross, as did the sgn 
still we press on. Jesus has trod . _ 
before us. Why should we falter ? : ‘ 
I am with you always, even to the _ - 
the world,” is his cami to all who ta 
and follow him. 
go ers through ignorance that aa 
world opposes Christian Science, 
stigmatizes its religion as ogee i 
people understood it they wou - pre 
oppose it. The Jews would no = 
crucified their Saviour had they oY 
known him. None cling to a lie : - 
they know the Truth; but if they ei 
not the Truth, then the lie asserts i <A 
to be Truth. This is self-evident. es 
said: “Eyes have yes on * ee a 
ut ye hear not. 
anarh i we take a stand — 
thing we do not weil understand. ; i . 
was imprisoned because he ag ‘- 
spite of the bitterest ee ae ee 
stationary an 
so ‘ This fact alone should open i 
eyes of the world to a wider range. a 
man who is highest on the moun wie 
commands the broadest view. a be 
then come up from the valleys an 
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plains. Let us ascend the mountains of 
spiritual elevation, and go upward, beyond 
materiality’s realm, away from foul vapors, 
into the exhilarating atmosphere of God’s 
eternal kingdom. Forgetting the things 
of the past, let us push forward to the 
goal. 

One thing is now sure, that Christian 
Scientists are honest in their professions. 
If Christian Science is a house built on 
the sand, every Christian Scientist will 
thank God when it is overthrown. If 
their religion is built on the sand, it can 
not stand. If, on the contrary, Christian 
Science is built on the solid rock, as 
Christian Scientists earnestly believe, 
their structure will stand forever. The 
winds of criticism may blow, the rains of 
sarcasm may beat upon it, but the house 
will stand. The waves and the floods of 
prejudice may try to undermine it, but 
without avail, for its foundation is the 
living rock, Christ. 

Jesus said: “Let the dead bury the 
dead. Come thou and follow me.” We 
should look only to Christ, and then all 
else will be obliterated. The dead will 
bury the dead, and matter will no longer 
masquerade as a vital reality. 
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The olden question is again asked: 
«Whom will ye that I release unto you, 
this man or Barabbas,”— Truth or error? 
One we must have, and one only we can 
have. We can not serve two masters. 

Christian Science separates the sheep 
from the goats. It is the line of demarca- 
tion between Truth and error. It says to 
the lame: “In the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth, arise and walk.” It lifts men 
out of worldliness. By taking away the 
crutch of materiality on which they leaned, 
Christian Science causes them to walk 
anew in the pathway of divine glory. 

The professional classes are opposed to 
us for this reason,— that Christian Science 
denies, the testimony of the senses, aA 


a > men @&ssame baw’ 
mistake in the premise. 9 
* wea Se 
the conclusion, Christian Science argues 
from Spirit. Therefore the conclusion 
RAGgeN 


must be spiritual, because premise and 
conclusion must ever be in harmony. 
Those who are educated in material 
belief build on a material foundation ; 
consequently their structure must be 
material. When the chemical base is a 
compound of two opposing elements, Truth 
and error, the infusion will be tainted 


to be thes 
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with error. It is impossible to begin 
with materiality, and expect to Pom 
spiritual end. If there is a lie in the 
vA nem there will surely be a lie in the 

Christian Science teaches that all cau- 
sation is in God. It teaches us to use 
our talents, and not bury them in 
materiality; lest they be taken from us 
and given to those who will better emplo ' 
them. Christian Science teaches ‘he 
motive of Christianity, knowing full well 
that “the letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth Life.” It teaches us to lift and 
bear the cross daily, and follow the Master 
not to drag the cross after us, pane 
in the dust. Christian Science does 7 
praise human goodness, for goodness 
belongs by right to mankind; but it 
rebukes error within us: 

And with ith ti i 
Steady oes sheet Prac 


In the power of Truth, assaileth 
Every form of wrong. 


Our religion goes up from ritualistic 
methods, as did Jesus from the River 
Jordan after John’s baptism, recognizin 
only the spiritual baptism which tier 
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from above,— complete submersion in 
Truth. ; 

The foundation of Christian Science 
is God. Its sole object is the uplifting of 
humanity to a consciousness of an eternal 
birthright of dominion, not subjection. 
The aim of our Science is the total annihila- 
tion of matter, in all its multifarious forms. 
This banishment of materiality discloses 
the rising orb of eternal day,—the Sabbath, 
the seventh day, the day of the Lord, the 
reign of eternal harmony. 

(Our Science teaches that there is 
put one sole Principle, God, underlying, 
overlying, and encircling all things ; and 
God is Spirit—not a spirit, but Spirit. 
It teaches that there is but one God, and 
hence but one Spirit; that man is the 
image and likeness of God, as the Old 
Testament declares,— coexistent and 
coeternal with God; that matter can not 
originate in Spirit, or mortality come from 
Immortality, because these are opposite 
the one to the other, neither assimilating 
nor dwelling together.) 

CChristian Science teaches, with Jesus, 

that grapes do not grow on thorns, nor 
figs on thistles. It teaches that a kingdom 
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divided against itself can not stand. It 
teaches that God is supreme Being, divine 
Principle, infinite Consciousness,—limit- 
less and eternal; that the trinity of Spirit 
is Life, Truth, and Love; that the trinity 
of error is sickness, sin, and death; that 
man assimilates the Christ-nature, in so 
far as his thought is pure and godlike. 
Christian Science teaches that God is 
spiritual, not material; that His nature is 
infinitely good, knowing naught but 
goodness. 

It teaches that Life can neither be more 
than Life nor less than Life, because Life 
has no degrees of comparison. Neither 
indeed have any of God's realities. They 
are all changeless, the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. Christian Science 
teaches that as Life never had beginning, 
so it can never have an end. 

It teaches that God is to be understood 
and loved, not feared; that Love attracts, 
while fear repels. It teaches that fear is 
the foundation of all disease; but that 
perfect Love casteth out all fear, even this 
form of terror. It dispossesses man of 
his material, fig-leaf covering, and clothes 
him with the seamless garment of Truth,— 
that garment which can not be divided. 
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It teaches that earthly gravitation tends 
downward, to sensualism; but that the 
law of Spirit is upward and onward. It 
brings man out from his hiding-place, in 
materialism, into the noonday of Spirit’s 
ineffable glory. In answer to our Father’s 
call, “Adam, where art thou?” man should 
immediately answer, “Lo here am I,” not 
trying to hide himself from God. 

Christian Science teaches that there is 
but one Mind, and that one the immortal 
Mind, which alone governs all that is real 
and eternal; that this is the Mind which 
was in the anointed Jesus. It teaches 
that the crown of the righteous is eternal 
Life, whereas the crown which the world 
gives is a crown of thorns. 

It teaches that God is omnipotent, 
all-powerful. This word means precisely 
what it says, a//powerful. Consequently 
there is no power in drugs, or in anything 
else of which the human sense takes 
cognizance. 

Christian Science likewise teaches that 
God is omnipresent,— everywhere present. 
It is evident that if God is everywhere 
present, there is no room for anything 
else but God; hence that materiality, sin, 
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sickness, death, and discord have no 
presence or power, except that which is 
given them by universal consent. Error is 
the conception, or rather the misconception, 
of erring mortal mind, not a condition of 
matter. 

Christian Science teaches that God is 
omniscient, all-knowing,— knowing naught 
but His own eternal verities; and hence, 
that there is but one Science, governing 
all, embracing all. It teaches also that 
finiteness is unknown to the Infinite ; that 
man is infinite and immortal, and not 
finite and mortal. 

Christian Science certainly does not 
contradict the Bible, as many suppose,— 
no, not even in the smallest degree; 
though many may think otherwise. It 
interprets the Bible spiritually, however. 
Tt does not teach that because there is no 
matter there is no history, as many aver. 
It accepts the Bible, drawing from the 
literal statement a supernal reality. The 
Bible must be interpreted spiritually, that 
we may arrive at spiritual conclusions; 
because a material premise leads to a 
material conclusion. 

Christian Science teaches that Principle 
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is not in its idea, any more than the science 
of mathematics is in the Arabic numerals 
which express it; yet as mathematics 
without expression would be a nonentity, 
so, without expression, Principle would be 
a nonentity. That is, without man, God 
would be a nonentity. 

Christian Science teaches man’s oneness 
with the Father. This fact Jesus never 
lost sight of. He said, “ The Father and 
I are one.” The I (or ego) to which he 
referred was mental, not physical. The 
words, “Before Abraham was, I am,” prove 
that Jesus recognized no earthly birth. 

Christian Science teaches that only the 
sense of sin dies, Being the opposite of 
that which is eternal, sin must ever seek 
its own destruction. Our Science teaches, 
inasmuch as the wages of sin are death, 
that a sinless man could not die; but that 
man overcomes this seemingly inevitable 
phenomenon only in proportion as his 
Life is “hid with Christ, in God.”’ Jesus 
said, “I have overcome the world.” It 
must follow, therefore, that he yielded to 
none of the demands of matter. Thus can 
we all resist matter, by assimilating the 
Christ. 
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Christian Science teaches that it is not 
man’s lost sense of health which is to be 
regained, but his lost sense of true religion. 
Jesus said: “He that findeth his life shall 
lose it; and he that loseth his life, for my 
sake, shall find it.” If we find our life in 
matter, we lose it spiritually. If we lose 
our material sense of life, we find spiritual 
Life. When we lose what we think we 
have found, then we shall find what we 
think we have lost. How can it be 
otherwise, since Spirit and matter are 
antagonistic to each other? If a man’s 
thoughts are pure, his body will manifest 
health. The body is the garment of the 
thought. If a man’s consciousness is 
harmonious, how can he manifest discord? 
“A man’s foes are those of his own 
household.” Our own evil thoughts are our 
foes. Has matter any real consciousness ? 
No! Then if a man experiences bodily 
discord, is not this a clear proof that his 
consciousness is inharmonious? 

Our Science teaches that the product 
of Mind is the spiritual universe and not 
the material universe, with all its discords, 
—the latter being only a perverted sense 
of the true and eternal. The material 
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universe is a false supposition, arising 
from a false sense, having neither power 
nor presence, except in belief. Christian 
Science teaches that the only power 
possessed by evil is the supposed power 
wherewith it is endowed by mortal mind. 
Only as we bow down and offer homage 
to error, can it exercise any dominion 
over us. 

Harmony has eternal Principle; but 
inharmony has none. Truth supports 
only that which is true, Error, having no 
support from Truth, must recoil upon itself. 
“Dust to dust,” is the inevitable law of 
Spirit. Nothingness must revert to its 
own nothingness. 

Finally, Christian Science teaches that 
individual consciousness is in Soul, not in 
matter; because matter has, and can have, 
no consciousness. 


This is an attempt to tell you some of 
the teachings of Christian Science. The 
author feels his incompetence to expound, 
even in a slight degree, that which only 
eternity can ever fully unfold. He hopes, 
however, for one thing,— that is, that in his 
rambling sentences, some, who have never 
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seen the light of Christian Science, may 
have caught the first gray streak which 
presages the coming day. 

May what you read not embitter you 
against Christian Science, but open your 
eyes to the fact that the Science heralds 
the New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
Heaven, “prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.” Let us ponder the thoughts 
presented, not forgetting from whence 
come these flashes of Truth. To our 
beloved Teacher’s spiritual understanding 
of our Master's teaching we are indebted 
for this higher sense of Life at the present 
day. If we follow faithfully in the way 
she is ever pointing out, never, through all 
eternity, can we lose sight of the Master ; 
for there is no death or separation to those 
who follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Mind 
is ever unfolding its treasures to those who 
seek them. 

It is often said that others can obtain 
the Truth equally as well as our Teacher, 
or even in advance of her. This assertion 
is utterly false. Jesus said: “I am the 
door. Whosoever climbeth up some other 
way isathief and a robber.” This forever 
settles the fact that there is but one way 
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and one door. All must find that door 
and that way, who reach the Heavenly 
Kingdom. Soon after the earthly career 
of our Master and his immediate disciples 
ended, human idolatry closed the healing 
door which had been opened in the Gospel. 
In our generation God has reopened the 
door, through our Teacher. The light of 
Truth shines again in her. All who catch 
its rays must derive them from her spiritual 
inspiration. Itisas impossible to supersede 
her, as it is for her to supplant the Master. 
It was impossible for the Children of 
Israel to advance faster through the Red 
Sea than Moses, who led the way. In like 
manner it is impossible for Christian 
Scientists to advance faster than their 
Teacher, who is their pilot through the 
Red Sea of today. 

Those who are yet in the A-B-C of Truth 
must follow where she leads, for Herod 
still seeks the young child’s life, to destroy 
it. Ever remain on guard, and watch the 
field of thought, that the enemy come not 
in and sow tares with the wheat. Let us 
guard every avenue of approach by which 
Animal Magnetism can enter. Let the 
Ark of our safety be pitched within and 
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without, that every crevice may be sealed 
through which evil might penetrate. Then 
shall we rise higher and higher, above 
error’s tempestuous sea, even to Ararat’s 
high and holy ground,—to the haven of 
rest, in the bosom of the King of Kings. 
Let Christian Scientists so live that men 
may see their good works, and glorify, 
not their brethren, but their Father in 
Heaven. 


THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH. 


The impending advent of the Messiah, followed by his permanent 
reign, has been the discussion of the religious world in all ages, and 
the present moment is no exception to this rule; for to-day in a 
manner without precedent, the belief in the imminent appearing of 
the Christ, whose kingdom shall be without end, has swept this 
world from pole to pole, and civilized and savage alike unite in one 
common expectation. So wide spread is this belief that it has be- 
come almost conventional, and forms ave of the principal topics for 

ulpit and the press at this particular moment. 4 
eho N orth ‘Ameican indus of the remote west, filled with 
strange ideas of the Messianic restoration of their previous prestige 
and happy hunting grounds, have become excited to a frenzy, and, 
imposed upon by some unscrupulous man, impersonating the Mes- 
siah and urging them to renewed hostility, they have taken up arms 
against their pale-faced brother, and, after many bloody encounters, 
their chieftain now lies slain upon the plains. In other parts of our 
country the credulity of the people concerning the second coming 
of Christ has become so great that legislative authorities are about 
establishing decrees, making it a misdemeanor to attribute to man 
divine attributes. To the Bible student this fact is deeply signifi- 
cant, recalling the accusation against Jesus, “He maketh himself 
as God.” . : 

The present revival of this old-time expectation, which began be- 
fore the days of imperial Rome when Augustus was thought to be 
the Messiah, comes with a re-inforced power contributed by the 
support of the clergy of nearly all denominations, who concur in the 
general Messianic expectation as about to be realized. To this 
weighty clerical endorsement are added certain ominous signs, which 
are purported to point with great precision to the near future as the 
appointed time for the visible nuptials of the heavenly bride and 
bridegroom, International relations, the prophetic interpretation of 
the great Pyramid in Egypt, the influx of Jews at Jerusalem pointing 
to the restoration of Israel's shattered kingdom, Papal and Mahom- 
medan tokens, the signs of the intellectual and commercial world, 
the unprecedented wickedness and skepticism of the hour, are all 
appealed to as furnishing convincing evidence of the nearness of the 
climax of Christianity. From these beliefs have been deduced cer= 
tain dates for the consummation of this long-expected event,—1915 


being assigned as the minimum of expectation, and 1934 as the 
maximum. 

To offset the premonitory signs of the times rises the skepticism 
of the age. The fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words, ‘‘And the 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations ; and then shall the end come,” are scoffed at 
by those who compare the past missionary achievements in heathen 
lands with the work yet undone. _ In refutation of the universal reign 
of Christianity they cite the fact, which is undenied by the pulpit, 
that there are now three hundred millions more heathen than at the 
beginning of the Christian era. Again it is reported, that during the 
last century there were converted to Christianity two millions of 
heathen, while during the same period two hundred millions were 
born into pagan idolatry. “Judging from this standard,” says a 
clergyman of eminence, ‘the missionary endeavors in the east can 
but record a colossal failure.” 

The predicated advent of the Christ and the nature of his subse- 
quent rule are variously estimated by those who are bo'd enough to 
express their conjectural views. As a preliminary to his coming, an 
ideal human government is prophesied by some—a theocracy, fol- 
lowed by a visible and vindicative appearance attended with great 
pomp and regality, and terminating in peace and prosperity. Others 
who look beyond the glory of the world, hope for the complete sub- 
version of everything of a physical nature, and the uplifting of spirit- 
ual thought to the ultimatum of achievement—a permanent con- 
sciousness of perfection. 

The fact that almost every denomination has recently and pub- 
licly expressed its opinions on this all important question, is a chal- 
lenge to Christian Science to blend its views with the whole, and to 
endeavor, through its higher understanding, to give a rational survey 
of this religious issue. This exaltation of Christian Science will not 
be considered presumptuous when it is remembered that into our 
tenets enters no element of worldliness, our faith being established 
wholly upon an impersonal spiritual basis. Since the object of all 
religions is to understand God, who is Spirit, and to bring out in man 
the fruits of the Spirit, and since Christian Science deals with Spirit 
only—denying the existence of matter, it rightly takes its place at 
the head of all religious systems. 

Centuries ago, according to history, the same expectation that bids 
fair to again sway the world, agitated the Jewish nation, and termi- 
nated in the birth of Jesus, the reputed Messiah. But the ideal 
man, manifested by the consummated belief of the people, was mal- 
treated and crucified by the very age that conceived him. It is not 
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unlikely that history may repeat itself. Since external embodiments 
are but manifested thoughts, it is possible to so impregnate the mind 
of humanity with a cherished hope, that the combined thought may 
become the matrix of the visible expression of the common ideal. 
In other words, it is possible that the centralization of universal or 
semi-universal personal thought could produce a personal manifesta- 
tion to execute the combined or dominant behest of the whole. It 
would be a blending, as it were, of the ideal with the corporeal. 
Such a being might be phenomenally expressed in defiance to 
nature’s supposed laws. But a phenomenized ideal, or a spiritual 
Messiah, evincing physical proclivities, can in no sense be construed 
into the Messiah Christ. 

We said it was not unlikely that history might repeat itself. More 
forcibly do we declare that the strong expectation of the hour ren- 
ders inevitable this repetition, unless a higher understanding of the 
impersonal Christ consciousness is employed to avert it. The ques- 
tion arises and is indeed worthy of investigation as to the probabil- 
ity of the historical account of Jesus and his attending passion being 
a prophetic picture which yet awaits fulfillment. Indeed, the pres- 
ent status and obvious trend of universal thought point with strong 
likelihood to the fulfillment of that issue which none of us are con- 
scious of having personally experienced, and which is, therefore, to us 
but a mentality. The conflict between the flesh and the Spirit, re- 
sulting in the final triumph of Spirit, so vividly demonstrated by 
Jesus, is a mental picture before the mind of all who apprehend the 
ideal while yet believing in the physical. The patriarchs and pro- 
phets saw it as remote; Jesus viewed it as a present realization ; we 
see it also, but denominate it past. The picture of the passion is 
co-existent with the belief of matter, and can be blotted from the 
thought of man only by the dominancy of Spirit. It is the inevit- 
able result of the dual conception of man as being both matter and 
Spirit. Thus it did not belong specifically to Jesus’ life, but has 
been a picture of all ages and will continue until the belief of flesh 
has been absolutely annihilated. May not the so-called future be, 
in reality, the past sunk into oblivion, while the so-called past is, 
in reality, a prophetic picture of coming events? If this scientific 
view of time is correct, may it not be that we are going toward that 
epoch characterized by Jesus’ life and which the senses declare has 
been left behind? May not the present agitation over the coming 
of the Messiah be identical with the record of old? This view was 
evidently held by Paul, for, in his second letter to Timothy, speak- 
ing of the ungodly, he says, ‘‘Who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already.” John also in the 
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coiner declares, “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

It is impossible to manifest in permanent combination the ideal 
and the corporeal, for “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the flesh,” and all such combinations must result in 
confusion and speedy extermination. It is the nature of the life 
which is Spirit, to expose the lifelessness of the physical, and hence 
the ideal ever tends to disassociate itself from the corporeal body, 
thus compelling the body to manifest its own powerlessness, , 

Should the ideal hope now current and gaining in favor be exem- 
plified, nothing could avert the recurrence of Calvary. As often as 
the ideal is fused with the flesh, just so often must the greater sub- 
vert and annihilate the erroneous expressions of the lesser, and each 
reckoned host of heaven will disappear, as did Jesus. The passion 
and tragic termination of Jesus, prophetically declare the result of 
every fusion of the ideal and the corporeal, otherwise the lesson of 
the Cross is useless. ‘The ideal and the physical cannot long be as- 
sociated together, for the life of the ideal which is true, must reveal 
the inert nature of its usurping counterfeit, and, in the end destroy 
it, Therefore it needs must be that Jesus suffer crucifixion. ‘The 
purity, sublimity, and grandure of his spiritual conception would not 
permit continued association with the physical. The spiritual pro- 
tested against the material expression of itself, and the ultimate 
mission of his career was the subversion of the phys cal. He was 
too grand and noble to be identified with the flesh. The attempted 
union of the two by the human thought was the greatest usurpation 
of spiritual attributes the world ever beheld. Jesus would not per- 
mit the world to be deceived into the belief that such heavenly 
graces as he manifested were concomitant with matter—his physical 
body—so he destroyed the material expression of himself in the 
shortest possible time. It was for the edification of the world that 
he go away as matter, that they might attribute his virtues only 
to Spirit. How often he tried to teach them this truth through his 
words, as when he said ‘I can of myself (as flesh) do nothing. The 
Father (the spiritual Christ) that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works!” But his words were misunderstood, and thus he knew that 
the only way to distroy the error which sought the combination of 
the highest graces of Spirit with flesh, was to purge himself com- 
pletely from_ all connection with the flesh, and to so subvert every 
material claim that the flesh, possessing no support whatever from 
Truth, would sink into its own oblivion. In fact, it was necessary 
for him to overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil, ere he could 
dissipate this, the greatest of delusions—the most subtle error of the 
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senses. Thus by cherishing only spiritual thoughts and drawing 
closer and closer to God, the higher light destroyed the darkness of 
the senses and its embodiment went forever out, proving to the 
world that the life, substance and intelligence they had erroneously 
attributed to matter, belong to the spiritual alone. 

It is not strange that the signs of the times are replete with pro- 
phetic indications of a phenomenal appearance of the Messiah, for 
matter ever counterfeits the spiritual. The discovery of wonderful 
healing potions and scientific panaceas, such as Koch's great inoc- 
ulating lymph for prevention and cure of consumption, are but results 
of the universal hope that a Messiah is imminent, who will perform 
similar miraculous cureson a much larger scale. But as these medi- 
cal discoveries rise only to fall when their transitory and imperfect 
effects are made known, so would the appearance of a physical-ideal 
Messiah be followed by his disappearance, working no permanent 
good, 

That Christian Science has stirred the world to its present issue 
there can be no doubt. Its faith being based wholly upon the 
supremacy of Spirit, its spiritual monitions have been caught by re- 
ceptive minds and combined with the universal physical thought. 
thus producing the belief in the coming of a personal Messiah--an 
ideal physical man. Not aware of the fact that such a being would 
be but a purely human fancy, who would execute the behests of his 
creators, they prophetically denominate him the Christ, simply 
through ignorance of the power of mind to phenomenally express-it- 
self. The ideality of Christian Science has been fused with physi- 
cality and the offspring of such a thought is within the possibility 
of embodiment. Jesus of Nazareth, being the highest human con- 
ception of perfection, the best man who ever lived, has been com- 
bined with the highest mental sense of perfection, and the antici- 
pated second appearance of this being is the inevitable result. In- 
deed, it could not be otherwise. The union of the highest ideality 
of Christian Science with the highest human sense of physical being, 
would necessitate the belief in the reappearance of Jesus of Naze- 
reth, for he only fulfills the requirement necessary to produce such a 
phenomenon. The highest mental conception of perfection must 
accept the highest human conception of personality. Yet this concep 
tion is purely human and unknown to God, and should it be phenome- 
nized, it would not be, strictly speaking, the Messiah, but the highest 
conception of the Messiah expressed in mortal form. An ideal of the 
senses would be all that would be visible, and even this could remain 
but a short time because of the conflict between the spiritual and phy- 
sical conception which embodied it. Doomed would it be to the 
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same reception that greeted Jesus in the reputed long ago. Nothing 
but a physical thought can embody a physical man, and such em- 
bodiment would not be the true Messiah even if the world do so de- 
nominate him, for “that which is of the flesh is flesh,” and “the 
flesh profiteth nothing.” “ If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is Christ, or there, believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, 
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; inso- 
uch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” 

Such a manifestation to the senses as we have described is pos- 
sible and is, indeed, probable under favorable circumstances and 
conditions. The human and the ideal conceptions of the world are 
not unlikely to embody themselves in a human being, evincing the 
mental peculiarities of his impersonal parents, inasmuch as all the 
elements of such a being now exist in the conventional thought. 
Should this thought become even more general and intense, a coin- 
cidence between the physical and the ideal would be the inevitable 
result; but the conditions necessary to produce such a being must 
be fulfilled to the fullest demands of the belief, and it is possible 
that such a manifestation—even though clearly within the possibil- 
ity of achievement—may be frustrated because of the imperfect 
union of the embodying thoughts. 

‘The duty of each Scientist, knowing the power of Mind and that 
“thoughts expand into expression,” is to so live and so think that 
the probability of a physical manifestation will be averted. Without 
sin—material sense—must the true Christ be revealed to the 
th, without the accompaniment of material form and propensi- 
Only by the spiritualization of thought and the consequent 
destruction of the physical belief, can the world be brought to see 
that the true coming of the Messiah is spiritual and not revealed to 
the eye of sense. 

With the opinions of the clergy concerning a divinely appointed 
time for the reappearance of the Messiah, we must take radical issue, 
and unhesitatingly declare that these views cannot be logically sus- 
tained by scriptural references. ‘The Bible, being the word of God, 
who is Spirit, must be spiritually interpreted if we would gain there- 
fiom its true meaning. By thus understanding the teachings of 
Jesus on this point, we are led to the conclusion that the Messianic 
advent depends wholly upon human recognition and realization. 
‘That is, the Christ, the true and only Christ, will be discerned only 
when the mind of man develops to its manifestation. 

We appeal to the words of Paul for evidence of the statement 
that no divinely appointed time for the Messianic appearance has 
ever been made, or ever will be. ‘When Christ, who is our life, 
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shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Again, and 
in stronger proof note the words of Jesus, “Lo, I ain with you alway, 
even to the end of the world.” These passages declare in unmistakable 
language that the appearance of Christ rests with the progression of 
man to his recognition. If the Christ is everpresent, it is obvious that 
there can be no special coming, for that which is already here can- 
not come to us. ‘* Unto them that look for him, shall he appear the 
second time without sin—without physical form—unto salvation.” 
This passage in Paul's letter to the Hebrews conclusively shows 
that the appearance of the Christ depends upon individual apprehen- 
sion, That he will come only when the thought is purged from the 
erroneous doctrines of the world and when Goodness Is seen to be 
the fundamental of ‘Iruth, is evident from the quotation. The 
coming of Christ must be individually perceived, not as the recogni- 
tion of a specific human being, but rather as a perfect realization of 
the Christ life—a renovation of the thought to the realization that 
“to the pure all things are pure.” The erroneous beliefs of the 
world have flesh-veiled the Christ who is everpresent. ‘Spiritual 
things are spiritually discerned” and while man holds to the belief 
of physical life, the Christ is hidden from him, for a spiritual being 
cannot be discerned through fleshly eyes. ‘he belief of life in 
matter has hidden the life that is Spirit, but “when Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear (be recognized) then shall we appear with him 
in glory.” When the truth of spiritual life is seen and individually 
realized, then will our life appear as hid with Christ in God, and the 
restoration to our pristine condition, having all dominion, will be 
awarded us ;—then shall we appear with him in glory. 

Apprehending the model now before the mind’s eye as a per- 
spective ideal of ourselves, the coming of the Christ will occur when 
we awaken to the realization that we are like him. ‘This places us 
upon the same plane of thought and existence that we now ascribe 
alone to Jesus, and the words, “ Ye are like me,” are simply the 
conscious understanding of this fact. Clothing our ideal in the re- 
galia of the flesh defers the coming of the Christ, but holding to the 
spiritual facts of being compels the relegation of the physical to its 
own condition, “dust to dust.” 

‘*Lo, I am with you alway even to the end of the world,” not only 
makes known the everpresence of the Christ, but assures us of his 
inward victory over the fleshly beliefs, which now hide him from im- 
mediate view. ‘The companionship of the Christ “ even to the end 
of the world” promises the destruction of all material belief and the 
dissolution of all physical environment. Only this complete spirit- 
ual conquest can manifest him, for then only shall we realize that 
we are like him. 
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It is impossible for man to truly love and adore phantoms ; hence 
we love Christ only in the degree that we cherish and imitate that 
which most expresses him. Loving phantoms is the outgrowth of 
an emotional religion. If Christ Jesus is ever with us, why not try 
to realize and demonstrate his presence? ‘Then the Christ will no 
longer be an expected appearing, but his name will be Immanuel— 
God with us. 

At the last supper Jesus said: “This is my body broken for you” 
clearly proving that he disseminated himself throughout the con- 
sciousness of mankind, that he might renew in each thought the work 
accredited to him personally, making it a part of each life, Know- 
ing that “all is Mind” and that life is deathless, he reduced himself 
to a mentality that he might the closer ally himself to each individual, 
thus being in us and we in him. Throughout the world he diffused 
himself, and the inherent desire for perfection is the indwelling dic- 
tation of the Christ as it appears in the still small voice of Truth, 
prompting each act of kindness, of brotherly love ; striving to excite 
in us the desire to be like him, sons of God and joint heirs with 
him to the divine inheritence. In each thought the leaven of 
Christ’s spirituality is working, purging each consciousness of its 
earthly defilements; and when the lump is leavened and the fullness 
of the Christ is apparent, then shall we appear with him in glory,— 
appear, simply because that which obscured him is removed. 

All that ever was, is now, and realization, not anticipation, is the 
coming of the Christ. Perfection does not come to man, for it 
always was and is omnipresent, but man comes to perfection, and 
“when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part is 
done away.” 

The words already quoted, “When Christ who is our life shall appear 
then shall we appear with him in glory” declare a simultaneous ap- 
pearance of Christ and the true spiritual man. Wen Christ shall 
appear, ¢ken we shall be like him. The harmony of thought pro- 
duces the companionship of Christ. ‘Things are thoughts” and 
when the thought has reached the point of spirituai recognition, 
then Christ shall appear never to again disappear. The promise “I 
am with you alway, even to the end of the world” were the last words 
uttered by Jesus prior to his Ascension, and they leave with us the 
consoling realization that as Jesus wrought the miracles accredited 
outwardly to him, so will the impersonal Christ renew them in each 
thought, dispelling the delusions of the flesh and producing the king- 
dom of heaven within, Thus are we introduced into the realm of 
Immortality, conscious of the fact that Christ isin us and we in 
him, and that our life is hid with him in God. 


Maturity of Thought. 


When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a@ 
child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put 
away childish things. st Cor, xiii, 11. 


To a thoughtful observer, the present condition of human affairs 
bears evidence that current reformatory systems have reached the 
climax of their achievement, and, therefore, having spent their im- 
pelling force, can no longer contribute to the advancement of man. 
Hence, further progress requires new methods, or a new understand- 
ing of old methods, by which the spiritual thought behind the im- 
perfect means shall be apprehended and applied. 

The most optimistic philosopher cannot but admit that existing 
conditions are capable of great improvement, while the pessimist 
mourns over the present as far inferior to the past in general spirit- 
uality. However this may be, we know that the teachings of Jesus 
are still largely a theory to us, because not lived, and that misery and 
crime continue to appeal to us for recognition. Therefore, to 
arouse ourselves from the stupefying influence of our present con- 
ception of life, requires a strong and decisive effort,—a self-banish- 
ment from those puerile beliefs and methods which have 
proved insufficient to establish peace and righteousness. This 
general relegation to incompetency of present reformatory institu- 
tions is without reservation, for the inadequacy of all is apparent by 
the existing claims of sin, sickness, and death. In fact, the contin- 
uance of these universal evils declares, with convincing logic, that all 
means used for their overthrow have been “weighed in the balance 
and found wanting.” 

It is useless to continue to confide in that which no longer stimu- 
lates and inspires freedom of thought, or which teaches passive 
submission to error’s invasions, rather than resistance thereto. As 
we have just said, the protracted manifestation of sin, sickness and 


death shows that our present methods of subverting them are im- 
potent, and, were these measures not associated with religion, they 
would long since have been abandoned. This is one of the sub- 
tilties of error, to attach itself, leech-like, to religion, covering up its 
own impotency and imposition under the reverential respect with 
which religious things are regarded. 

Most reluctantly does man dissent or break away from that which 
bears the name, or which receives the approval, of religion, yet the 
most degenerative measures known to history have received univer- 
sal respect and tolerance while masquerading under the guise of 
spirituality; and protesters thereto have been ruthlessly condemned 
by the majority, until the march of events proved the dissenters right 
and the majority wrong. History repeats itself, and these experiences 
will be multiplied until human differences are swept away, and that 
one Truth for which the many are seeking, will be seen to be here 
and now and the same for all. It is deplorably true that many of 
the measures to-day employed for the subversion of the Satanic 
hold, do, in reality, promulgate the error, yet, because they have 
been falsely associated with religion, the imposition is unperceived. 

More atrocity has been perpetrated in the name of religion than 
under any other guise known, and the Biblical exhortation, “Come 
out from among them and be ye separate” applies as heartily to 
much so-called religion as to any worldly measure. Religion, com- 
monly understood, is an attempt to give to man that which he 
considers himself to have lost,—and to restore him to that con- 
dition from which he thinks he has fallen. 

The truth of being is that man has never fallen, for, if he ever 
was perfect, he could not have fallen. If he ever was the image 
and likeness of God, he is the same to-day. Man believes that he 
has fallen, and the belief of it is all there is of it, and it is the belief 
of it that produces the seeming evidence of it, and not the fact that 
he did fall. Religion, in so far as it is an attempt to restore man 
to a supposed forfeited estate, admitting his degeneracy instead of 
emphasizing the fact that he is a child of God, is flagrantly erro- 
neous, and its teachings are, therefore, degenerative instead of 
regenerative. 

Regarded from this standpoint, religion is abnormal, originating 
in the thought of man, and not coming from God who sees His 
creation perfect. Therefore, it is not by or through these channels 
that Truth is perceived or the kingdom of heaven gained, but by the 
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overcoming of this imperfect sense and human apprehension of 
religion. tas ; 

The similarity of all man-made systems of religion is the emphasis 
laid upon the future, by which hope in the unattained is strongly 
excited. A religious hope which exalts the future cannot but 
demean the present moment, for, since the desired ideal is remote 
and hypothetical, the realities of the present must be the exact 
opposite of that deemed desirable. Therefore, that thought which 
assigns to the future the celestial joy which should inspire the 
present, jeopardizes the moment now passing and dissents most 
decidedly from the sentiment of the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom 
come on earth.” Thus it is seen that the anticipating hopes so 
prominent in all religious systems, though purporting to lead up- 
ward, are, in reality, degenerative. Only that which is perfect is of 
God, and so we may truthfully say of this phase of religion, “It is 
expedient that it go away, that the comforting thought and sublime 
fact of life may appear, that man és a perfect expression of a perfect 
Principle.” It is not the fact of man’s physicality that makes him a 
victim to the mutations of the flesh, but his belief that he is physical. 
The fact of being is that man is spiritual. (Gen. i, 26.) It is im- 
possible to ever manifest the kingdom of heaven so long as it is 
considered to be in the future, for that which is not present has no 
existence until the anticipation is reduced to a present realization. 
Truth is not attained by a religious growth, but is possessed in pro- 
portion to its recognition. It is not gained by building up philos- 
ophy upon philosophy and creed upon creed, but is seen through 
the tearing down of those false beliefs which hide it from view. Its 
establishment in our thought is not the erection of a temple, but 
the demolishment of one—that which seems to hold possession now 
—for a den of thieves is every temple of earthly erection, and not 
until the overthrow of all man-made religions and systems is con- 
summated, and not “one stone left standing upon another,” will the 
Truth of Being be established. : 

It is an utter impossibility to stand upon the human hypothesis of 
life and attempt or expect to spiritualize the thought. This attempt 
has met with six thousand years of failure, and what cannot be 
gained in six thousand years, cannot be teached in six hundred 
thousand. The various religious systems which have had their rise, 
and many their fall, in the ages past, have ever been the purported 
portal to the kingdom of heaven, yet they all have given little but 
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fantastic hopes, and still the heavenly door remains closed, or opened 
only to those whom we declare are ok, yet, concerning whom we 
know absolutely nothing. But our hopes must centre on something 
and so, in default of a present realization, we are forced to confer 
its presumed joys on those who are gone, and to rest content with 
this conjectural hope. Thus, is it not evident that, for all practical 
purposes of satisfaction, that phase of human belief which points 
to the far away and unattained, is a colossal failure and subserves 
nothing toward the spiritualization of thought ? Does it not rather 
contribute to jeopardize the present and to engender discontent, 
narrow-mindedness and uncharitableness toward other doctrinal 
systems? Facts declare in the affirmative, and since “the tree is 
known by its fruit,” it behooves us to hew down this baneful upas 
tree, It is self evident that to the perfect no sense of religion is 
needful; therefore, it must be an offspring of the sense of imper- 
fection and, therefore, illegitimate, since only that which is perfect 
is real, 

There is no account in the Bible of Jesus forming a sect or out- 
lining a religious creed, yet I doubt not that each religious denom- 
ination would claim him as the champion of its own specific ideas. 
This is proof that he is an ideal man. Jesus did not concur in, of 
affiliate with, the religions of his day, and there is no more evidence 
that he was a Baptist, a Methodist, or a Scientist, than that he was 
a Catholic or a Buddhist. One of the greatest religions of the 
world—Judaism—was a mighty power in his day, yet he did not 
extol it as being of God, but rather did he denounce its teachings 
as incompatible with divine law. If the religions of old were not 
of God, may not their modernized form be as widely divergent from 
the pure Truth? This is possible, indeed,this is the only logical and 
rational conclusion, and an increased understanding of spiritual 
facts makes it more and more evident that every human system is 
doomed to overthrow and must be abandoned. It is what we rise 
above that advances us, what we renounce, what we overcome, and 
whatsoever we put our foot upon shall be ours. 

The present moment is vividly portrayed in the figure of the 
Transfiguration. We have reached the recognition of Jesus as the 
ideal man—the Son of God. We have seen him in a new light, 
divested of the human garments of the flesh to which the world has 
so persistently clung for two thousand years. The glistening robes 
of spirituality now environ him, yet still we are in error, for, asso- 
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ciated with this sublime realization are seen Moses and Elias, the 
spirit of the past and the prophecy of the future. This added and 
inconsistent consciousness compels our descent from the mount of 
spiritual vision, and we become transformed into the lunatic which 
nothing but the Christ consciousness can heal. (Matt. xvi, 9-18.) 
This lunatic is the metaphysical sense of existence,—that complexity 
and uncertainty of thought induced by holding to past beliefs and to 
future expectancies. Enfranchisement from the present moment is im- 
possible except by the intercession of the Master-thought of absolute 
spirituality. Man must see himself as one with God, and not subject 
to the influences of the vagrant thoughts of the universe. Past and 
future beliefs must be obliterated by forgetting the things that are 
behind and taking no thought for the future, while we strive to real- 
ize that all that man ever was or all that he ever will be, he is now. 
This is the Christ consciousness that heals the lunatic thought, cloth- 
ing man in his right mind. 

The incontrovertible fact that man 1s spiritual, proves that the 
measures of the world subserve nothirg toward his spirituality; 
hence, they are but usurpers of Truth, purporting to be concomitant 
therewith, yet really antagonistic thereto, and should, therefore, no 
longer be brooked. To know that man is spiritual is the summum 
bonum (highest good) of existence. In fact, it is the only life and the 
only sense of Truth needful. 

The Biblical statement, “I am that I am” is applicable to every 
condition of life, and wise is he who so applies it, for it brings the 
conviction that a thing cannot be other than it is or more than it now 
expresses. John expresses the same sentiment in the words, “That 
which is of the flesh és flesh,” obviously meaning that flesh can not 
be other than flesh and can never be spiritualized, that it is just 
what it is and nothing more, and that the expression of a thing is all 
there is of it. When we learn to say of everything, “I am all,” then 
shall we progress, for we shall know that we witness all there is of 
it, and if it is not congenial to our thought, we can repudiate it. 
The conscious realization that each thought has brought its own 
reward, giving us all it possesses, stimulates us to higher resolves 
and a stronger appreciation of each moment’s opportunities. Only 
what each thought actually presents is of value to us; we should 
take nothing on time, future promises being of no intrinsic worth 
and of no avail whatever. If our thought is of Truth, it brings its 
own reward, as Jesus said, ‘‘I come quickly and my reward is with 
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me.” Truth never promises, and all of the promises of the Bible 
are but expressions of man’s inability to conceive of the actual 
manifestation of the hope within. The mission of Truth is not to 
Promise but to fulfill—to fill full, thereby precluding the need of 
promises. “I came not to destroy but to fulfill,” said Jesus. There- 
fore, whatever promises future joy and peace, ignoring the present, 
is but a phantasm of the human mind and should not be trusted. 
The world has lived on hopes and promises for thousands of years, 
and how few have been fulfilled! The kingdom of heaven is no 
nearer than it was generations ago, yet still the world clings to its 
speculative guide. Heaven has been built upon hopes and promises, 
but not one of them has matured; therefore, when we become men 
we should put away childish things and, conscious of the manhood 
of Truth, we shall have that for which we now hope. 

Aen, jesus became a man he put away childish things, as is 
evidenced by the fact that there is almost no record of his childhood. 
He never alluded to it. Jesus is our model and is represented as 
coming as a babe to show us that babes accomplish nothing. As a 
babe or a child he was subject to his parents—the beliefs under 
which he was born, —but, as a man, he knew himself as the son of 
God and not as the son of Mary. This realization gave him the 
power he manifested. He completely obliterated his childhood, 
with the exception of one incident, made vivid by his initiative 
repulsion of the perverse doctrines of his day. We allude to the 
episode in the temple when Jesus was but a youth. Reaching 
maturity of thought, Jesus placed beneath his feet the things of 
time and sense. He walked the waves of ambition, passion and 
fear, rising supremely in spiritual manhood above those enervating 
things of mortality which would otherwise have hampered him; he 
restored the withered arm of spirituality, rendered useless through 
misconception ; he raised a hopeless faith in a hypothetical heaven 
to the realization that life is here and now. He sstilled 
the inward tempest of personal ambition and pride. He resurrected 
the entombed thought from the catacombs of material belief, aiding 
its flight to the realms of spirituality, its native home. All this he 
did because he became a man in thought and put away childish 
things. He had no far away heaven, his heaven was within, and 
only as his conception of heaven and eternity becomes ours, will 
its joys be gained and its permanency be assured. If the mind 
concedes heaven to be in the future, the present anticipated joy is 
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really all there is of it,the only heavenly part of it, and beyond 
this there is absolutely nothing. Moreover, if it is true that the 
kingdom of heaven exists in the future, there it will ever remain, for 
the future never comes. This fact being indisputable, it is seen 
that all religions, of whatever sect or denomination, which assign 
their hopes to unattained realms and conjectural times, are clearly 
erroneous and subserve nothing except to prolong man’s misery on 
this false plane of thought. 

These future beliefs, so strong, so universal, and yet so unpro- 
ductive, receive favor and tolerance from no other reason than that 
they come in the name of the Lord. Dissociate the present creedal 
beliefs and rites of the Church from the name Religion, and all would 
be ashamed of the naked mockery. Error, to be the most effective 
and secreted, must present itself in religious guise, and it be- 
hooves us to watch that we be not deceived by this insidious foe, for 
not every ideal that comes in the name of the Lord is of the Lord. 

Christian Science, in proportion as it deals with promises, is as 
unsound as its contemporaneous beliefs, and, although this admission 
may be considered heterodoxical, yet we honestly aver that, in our 
opinion, the greatest sense of spirituality will be gained, not by the 
adoption of these methods and measures which refer to the future, 
but by the subjugation of them. We gain by what we rise above, 
and human errors have crept into Christian Science, as into all 
religious systems with which mortal man has had to do. 

Divine Science is of God—the pure honest conviction of the all- 
ness of God, undefiled by the claims of the senses ; Christian Science 
is our present apprehension of Divine Science, and is more or less 
culpable because of association with worldly measures which have 
not as yet been expunged. We have not as yet reached an im- 
maculate conception, but the instant we have repudiated all claims 
of the flesh, and of the future, the virgin thought of absolute spirit- 
uality will become the matrix of the Christ, and the untrammeled 
thought will become paramount. To realize the absolute truth of 
being is to instantly produce what is now conceded to be remote. 
One thing is positive and that is, that whatever is assigned to the 
future will never be manifested until it is reduced to the present 
conception. God hypothecates nothing. ‘‘He spake and it was 
done.” He did not speak to say that it would be done, but the 
thought was the thing. So should the word of Truth ever bring the 
deed, or the word's expression. 
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The foregoing considerations show clearly that i i 
detract from the present realization of the andi ies ety on 
fect, are not of God and must be considered erroneous, Hende it 
1s as great an error to assign virtues to a remote ideal, taking them 
from the present and from ourselves, as it is to ascribe vices to evil 

Spirituality is the Garden of Eden, and we become naked and 
stripped of our heavenly environment by ascribing the virtues of the 
celestial realm exclusively to the ideal we denominate the Nazarene. 
If we array an ideal with the garments that rightfully belong to our- 
selves we, perforce, denude ourselves, and, like Adam, are driven 
from Eden (spirituality) and are compelled to regain our unwittingly 
transferred garments by the sweat of our brow, — by the toil of the 
brain — by isms, ologies, speculatipns, creeds, dogmas, and such 
like, and after all to find nothing but thors and thistles, and to have 
our highest ideal of manhood crucified. This is the “sweat of the 
brow” — the futile labor of the brain. This, and this only, is the 
secret of the supposed fall of man and of his banishment'from Eden. 
For thousands of years man has clothed the Nazarene in the robes of 
spirituality, assigning only to him the power and virtue which belong 
alike to all, and, because of this error, the kingdom of heaven has 
been deferred and man alienated from God. Man is naked because 
the Nazarene — the ideal man — is exclusively clothed with man’s 
garments. Man has but one garment — a spiritual environment — 
and if he transfers this garment to his remote ideal he, perforce 
strips himself. Not only has the human thought stripped itself, but 
it - cetied its at os the flesh — associating Spirit and ‘flesh 
and by this union — the flesh being unr ic — ii 5 
made the spiritual remote. me ae rare ea 

This has exiled man trom his rightful condition as equal 
conception of his mind, and nothing but thorns and Sikes tao, oe 
aconsequence, sprung up in his thought. These unproductive thoughts 
will continue to be the harvest of his consciousness until he reduces 
the Lethe Hae with te secoeepttying virtues and power, to himself, 
awakening the slee, m from the inc i isi 
ae his indiseolila Oneness with Gel illite ieeteien 

_ From Jesus—the ideal man—must the geneal in- 
dividual start and continue until the divine ike se the 
remote ideal are vested in the individual. The picture now before 
the mind of that perfect life, is not a perfect picture without the 
words, “Ye are like me.” When the full meaning of these words is 
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apprehended, then will the Son of God be recognized. He never will 
be found by anyone until the remote ideal is seen to be the individ- 
ual; then, with the sense of dominion, the ideas of the flesh which 
have been associated with Spirit, will cease to exist and the pic- 
ture of the passion—always repugnant but reverenced because of its 
association with the object of our devotion—will be blotted out 
forever. Man is the one that is truly crucified, not the Christ, and 
the crucifixion is now taking place—the opposition of mortality to 
the true facts of life. But these opposing thoughts cannot produce 
death or destruction to our spiritual thoughts, any more than they 
did to Jesus, and when we give up the “ghost”—illusions of mortality 
—we shall know “it is finished”; then will the resurrection come. 

Jesus had a Judas, the ridding himself of which enabled him to 
overcome death—the belief of human life. Judas was the consum- 
mated personified essence of evil, the human expression of the an- 
tagonistic thought instigated by the priests and elders whose emis- 
sary he was. A mental Judas exists to-day—a seeming disciple of 
Christ, yet ever ready to betray us into the hands of our enemy-- 
mortal sense. Like Judas, this mentality is an emissary of our foe. 
It is the human sense of Divinity—that consciousness which we have 
endeavored to uncover, showing its incompatibility with spiritual law. 
It is a purely selfish thought, carrying the money bag of personal 
gratification, falsely arrogating to itself the treasures of Truth yet 
absolutely devoid of spirituality. A pretended disciple of Truth is 
this flagrant error, but the effulgent light of divine understanding has 
penetrated the guise, apprising us of the fact that we have been har- 
boring a devil instead of a disciple. Jesus said, “One of you isa 
devil,” yet that one masqueraded as a disciple. Rid of this error, 
there is no adequate reason why we should not demonstrate that 
life which is wholly spiritual. 

Jesus said, ‘He that forsaketh not all that he hath cannot be my 
disciple”. Every belief having its root in matter, regardless of 
error's claims that they are relatively needful to the successful pro- 
mulgation of Truth, must be abandoned, that the veil of the flesh 


may be rent from the top to the bottom. From the top must the veil 


first be severed, from the highest attenuation of matter, from the 
thought which clothes the ideal man in the toga of the flesh, assign- 
ing power and virtue to a phantom. This error, the highest usur- 
pation of the flesh, must be annihilated and without procrastination. 
Christ, the spiritual sense, must be the only recognition of man that 
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exists, while the counterfeiting human beliefs must be canceled from 
thought. “All who ever came before me”, said Jesus, “are thieves 
and robbers”, clearly meaning that only the absolute Christ-Truth is 
the real, the permanent. He was tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet never yielded to the sin of spiritual adulteration—combining 
Spirit with matter. He destroyed to his consciousness the picture 
of the subordinated Christ, thereby gaining the sense of life. He 
reduced the remote transferred powers and virtues to himself, be- 
coming the “first fruits of them that slept” and the manifester of the 
powers remote. The same picture of the passion that exists to you 
and me was seen by him, but he, penetrating the mystery of the 
lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world, destroyed the 
belief of the supremacy of evil over Truth, annulled the decree of 
death, and passed beyond the veil of mortality. 

We said that Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
never yielded to the sin of spiritual adulteration —combining Spirit 
with matter. This was his consciousness of his immaculate concep- 
tion. It had no relation whatever to his birth, but to his undefiled 
spiritual thought. All of the phantasms of the universe, physical 
and metaphysical, sought to allure him from the logical conclusion 
that man, the offspring of God, must ever be spiritual; but the 
efforts of evil to traduce his thought, though super-subtle and in- 
sidious, were futile, and, brushing them all aside, he rent the veil 
from the top to the bottom, stepping through the breach into the 
Divine Shekinah—the realm of Spirit. In the three great temptations 
to which Jesus was subjected immediately after his baptism, we 
see the physical, the religious and the metaphysical hypoth- 
eses of life, the religious being the blending of the physical and the 
metaphysical. The first temptation was the attempt of the devil 
(evil) to make Jesus turn the stones into bread. This was an effort 
to maintain life from a physical basis—the ground of the materialists. 
The second temptation was the transposition of Jesus to the pinnacle 
of the Jerusalem temple. This represents the religious aspect of 
life—the endeavor to sustain life from a religious premise—the 
ground of the Church. This is the blending of the physical and the 
metaphysical, inasmuch as religion believes in both the immortal 
and the mortal—the physical and the mental—matter and mind. 
The third and last temptation was the taking of Jesus tothe mountain, 
where, from its summit, all the kingdoms of the world were displayed, 
This isthe metaphysical, where all things are viewed from a mental 
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standpoint. In all of these phases, the devil was the chief actor 
je ike of each scene, and it was not until Jesus said, “Get 
thee behind me Satan” that angels (spiritual revelations) came and 
ministered unto him, = ; 

The Christ is the inward consciousness that rends the illusive veil 
of physical and mentalinconsistency, revealing the robbing thoughts of 
human reason for our subversion and establishing the spiritual facts 
of being. ‘Dust to dust” is ever the verdict upon whatever has its 
origin in the flesh, and, until all worldly measures and modes are left 
behind, the true facts of being will be screened by the intervening 
veil of negative thought. But, when we have put away childish 
things and are conscious of the spiritual sense of God and man, dis- 
cord, sin und death will be swallowed up in the victorious thought 
that man is the God appointed monarch of the universe and mature 
in spiritual reflection. 


INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE, or SCIENTIFIC 
PROGRESS. 


Man is self-governed only when guided by no other mind than 
his Maker's.—Science and Health. 





Assuming that in this latter part of the nineteenth century the 
time for prejudicial criticism has passed, and that the world is ready 
and willing to listen to honest convictions, however they may differ 
from previous conclusions, we venture to present briefly certain 
phases of advanced thought which would have been declared 
heresy a few years ago, and their presenters, heretics. 

Heresy is a progressive word, and to thus characterize the 
teachings of the ancient and modern reformers, in matters both sa- 
cred and profane, is to place these teachings in a line with the 
world’s progressive thought. As a wise observer of mankind has 
tersely said, “Humanity is an army on the march. Where the 
van-guard is to-day, there the main body will be to-morrow. Find 
out what the few best thinkers of any age are dreaming, and you 
will have what will be the common thought of the next age.” Yet 
the van-guard is always in the minurity and always misunderstood, 
and, until the leaven of their thought has had time to work, they 
are branded as heretics and their views considered dangerous. 
Martin Luther was a heretic, John Calvin was a heretic, Jesus Christ 
was a heretic, Mrs. Mary Eddy is a heretic, and to their honor we 
declare it. Strong in the conviction that conservatism tends to 
fossilization and is, therefore, non-progressive, they dared speak 
with fearless breath the transcendent words which fell upon dull 
ears and obtuse hearts; yet, who dare say these martyrs and re- 
formers have not advanced the human family? To advance a 
people requires a heretic, a man of progressive thought, who is not 
content to be governed by exclusiveness nor narrow-mindedness. 
‘That which was excessively broad to the consciousness of a few 
years ago, is excessively narrow to the developed mind of to-day, 
and the loftiest aspiration of the present moment will soon sink 
into the oblivion of the past, so boundless is the realm of Infinity. 
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Conservatism is no longer the stepping-stone to freedom, but the 
fetter to serfdom. “Excelsior” is the motto of heterodoxy, and 
advanced thought is never decried except by those who are unable 
to grasp its import. 

The present moment is the climax of the past. All of the past 
has vanished, that the present moment might have life and exis- 
tence. The now is all there is, since the past is consummated in 
the present, and the future is not here. The future is as yet un- 
known and will thus remain so long as the present is manifest, for 
the present is the vail that needs must be rent from top to bottom 
that the future may appear. When the present sleeps with its 
fathers, the future will become the present, and from the grave of 
the present concept will come forth the resurrection of the new em- 
bodiment. ‘That the revelations of the future are not now present 
is due to our conservatism. As liberal as is the spirit of this age 
and as broad as Scientists are, we are still strongly conservative, 
contenting ourselves with the developments of the present moment, 
instead of pushing beyond to higher possibilities. “Follow me” 
said Jesus, and his words imply progression, while obedience to 
this command from on high ever leads its followers into the pre- 
cincts of Infinity, the boundless realm of eternal goodness and per- 
fection. “ Progress takes off human shackles” declares the author 
of Science and Health, and truly does she speak, for nothing so 
helplessly fetters the human family as conservatism. ‘There is but 
one thing that calls us forward ; there are millions that seek to drag 
us down. The myriads of ideals which once served as stepping- 
stones to higher goals but which, by virtue of our advancement, are 
abandoned, ultimately become our foes, seeking to retard our pro- 
gress. This fact is vividly illustrated in Longfellow's “ Excelsior.” 
As the hero of the poem strives to mount to higher realms, each 
successive point of achievement, left behind, seeks to stay his up- 
ward journey. The goals which were once ahead of him, as they 
are passed become hinderances, seeking to allure him from his 
course. “ Abide with me” is the utterance of every stage of pro- 
gression in every line of thought and, if heeded, advancement is at 
an end, for the present achievement of man is the ideal which pre- 
vents the next higher one from expressing itself. No rest need be 
taken here, but we should grasp our standard the more firmly and 
shouting “ Excelsior,” push forward to loftier goals, to the grand 
apex of thought, the Absolute. 

The successive abandonment of traditions is the wake of human 
progress, and all the visible world constitutes that wake. ‘That is, 
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what is observed through the senses is only the wake made by our 
onward course, and what we hear is but the echo or the rambling 
of the wake, or of our own past thinking. 

A scientific understanding of cause and effect shows that each in- 
dividual thought is the matrix of visible phenomena, and that we in- 
dividually have given expression to the world as it appears to our 
consciousness. Scientifically considered, there is but one conscious- 
ness in the universe. ‘That one is your own, my own, and therefore 
the present aspect of life is the reward of our past fidelity. ‘This 
moment, with all its liberality of thought, is but the consummation 
of the progressive ideas which have gone before ; yet we should not 
remain here, sublime as is to-day with spiritual inspiration and re- 
velation. Gladly have we welcomed it, more gladly should we 
leave it behind, for not until the present lapses into forgetfulness, 
will the future reveal its possibilities and rewards. 

Each successive ideal must in its turn give place to higher thought 
or else we become stagnant. ‘The generations conceded to be past, 
are only past because of our progression beyond their continued ex- 
pression. They were but the forerunners of the present, and are 
now no longer useful, for the good they have wrought is combined 
in the present accumulated good. The little leaven which each 
supplied is lost in the great lump. Thus we sve that the panorama 
of human history is only the wake of progressive thought, which 
must ultimately be neutralized in the great ocean of Divine Mind, 
that no visible expression be left to mark our course. 

Christian Science has come for you, and for you only; therefore, 
let it lead you impersonally. For you is the Maste thought 
searching ; let it alone guide and direct. Heed not the clamoring 
multitude which shouts, “ Crucify him, crucify him,” but hold to the 
ideal consciousness, despite the rumblings of the wake through 
which you have passed, The same multitude which cries, “ All 
hail!” to the coming ideal in its triumphant entry, cries the louder. 
“ Crucify it, crucify it!” as it becomes a past recollection and the 
ideal beyond merges into view. ‘That which once heralds an ideal 
with shouts of praise, must, in its turn, condemn the one approach- 
ing. ‘The water, unruffled in the far distance, becomes furious as 
the ship plows its way onward, lashing itself into white foam. ‘Thus 
ruffled and boisterous 1s the wake of progression, as it seeks to en- 
gulf us in its seething depths. Looking forward, we see not the 
wake of our career and we push ahead with compass set upon the 
haven of immortality, but a backward look plunges us into the 
troubled waves of the past. ‘hat which is behind strives to effect 
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if possible, the dethronement of its successor, that itself may be the 
lord of all. 

Paul's injunction was to leave behind the things that are behind 
and to push forward to the goal. Christian Science repeats Paul's 
words in its teachings concerning personality. The impersonal 
is infinitely beyond the personal. ‘This fact Jesus proved beyond 
cavil, reaching the highest demonstration possible to mortals. The 
destruction of personality was the ultimatum of his mission, as proved 
by his final overcoming of himself and the disappearance of his physi- 
cal body. By its fruit is the tree known, and the fruit of Jesus’ 
earthly career was the total annihilation of the external 
expression of himself. This glorious achievement is a silent 
witness of his life’s work, yet further proof is abundant in 
his own words. “It is expedient for you that I go away” 
he said, knowing full well that while his external embodiment was 
made the object of worship, it would defer the recognition of the 
spiritual self. What is there higher to the senses than a perfect 
physical man? Surely nothing, for there is no outlined being in the 
universe beyond the conception of ourselves. Truly then, the dis- 
integration of this highest ideal of the senses must be the grandest 
demonstration known. Toward this one object Jesus always 
labored, until finally he surrendered the material embodiment of 
himself to its framers—the mortal thought which made him flesh— 
putting it off forever. 

Knowing that human idolatry was the highest worship of mortal 
man, he made himself the ideal man, then wiped it out forever, 
leaving nothing whatever between God and man; an unbroken 
pathway he made, forever shutting out any possibility of intercep- 
tion. “Noman cometh unto the Father except by me” were his 
words, teaching that only through perfection could God be 
reached. ‘Therefore he perfected himself, making himself the para- 
mount idol of the world, and then he overthrew it, leaving God 
as the impersonal object of worship. Impersonal, for the fleshly mind 
has embodied all but God, and clothed it in human form, but “no 
man hath seen God at any time.” The highest idea of God mani- 
fested to the senses was Jesus, and this he himself annihilated. 
Drawing the attention of the world to himself for the object of 
destroying the greatest error of the world—human idolatry—he be- 
came the universal sacrifice, that through his resurrection from 
a material concept to an absolutely spiritual realization, all might 
ascend with him to the right hand of the Father. O, what a de- 
monstration! With the dethronement of a perfect physical man, 
personality goes out. 
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Until the oneness of Principle and idea makes manifest the 
spiritual individuality of man, the combat between personality and 
impersonality must continue. By personality is meant the physical 
apprehension of man, that nature which is opposed to the divine 
and which hides the spiritual realization of ourselves. The belief 
in personality is the only cause of our apparent estrangement from 
God, and since it is impossible to regain a lost cause through that 
which deprived us of it, we cannot reach the impersonal through the 
personal. The victory over the personal cannot be gained from its 
own standpoint. The personal and the impersonal are opposites, 
and between opposites there is positively no point of agreement. 
“What agreement hath Christ with Belial, or what concord hath 
light with darkness,” or what affiliation hath personality with im- 
personality ? 

The very conception of the impersonal is proof that we have 
reached beyond the personal, and must not the personal seek to 
usurp the prerogatives of the impersonal? Surely the personal is 
the wake through which we have progressed, and only by looking 
backward do we discern the wake. 

With reverence let us pause here and take off our shoes, 
for here is holy ground. Drawing nearer to the Truth of Being, 
we must free our understanding from all material weights, 
leaving behind the worn out sandals that retard our further pro- 
gression, while we push forward with a lighter, freer step toward 
the impersonal paths of life and the impersonal Principle—God. 

The ship rid of its barnacles surges the faster through the sea, 
and more quickly makes its port ; likewise man rid of the barnacle 
of personality that retards his onward career, moves forward -to 
the port of heavenly hope with liberated speed. Thus, all there 
is to do in our journey spiritward is to free ourselves of the clods of 
the senses. Nothing in advance of us retards us, but all behind 
contrtbutes to cheek our onward course. Let us, therefore, falter 
not, but guided by no other mind than the One which leads upward 
and onward, push forward to victory and Truth. 

In this scientific progress from the belief in matter to the under- 
standing of Spirit, we should take all mankind with us. Our work 
should be, not so much for specific individuals, as for the universal 
brotherhood, and in the degree that we thus labor, will our endeav- 
ors be not in vain, The individual cannot be liberated until the 
brotherhood is free. The leaven must leaven the whole lump, for, 
there is a heaven for none until there is a heaven for all, for the 
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simple reason that with God there is no respect of persons. If it 
were possible for one to enter the kingdom of heaven in advance of 
another, the first words that would greet him would be “Where is 
thy brother Abel?” Therefore, should we seek the salvation of all, 
forgetting the particular for the general, assured that we and the 
particular are included in the general. 

Divine ‘Truth, as manifested by Jesus, appeared to his contem- 
poraries to have a specific and individual influence. This view of 
his work resulted from their making him a personal being, instead 
of looking upon him as the ideal of God. His words, “If I be lifted 
up, I will draw e/ men unto me” are conclusive evidence .that he 
meant his healing to be spiritual and for all. Inasmuch as God 
is everywhere present, so, too, is His ideal, and to know God as the 
God of all, is to lift the world collectively to a recognition of health 
and holiness. 

Emphatically is it our duty to strive for universal reclamation, 
knowing no man after the flesh, but recognizing in all a spiritual 
equal. Nothing so compels the manacles of the senses to fall off 
as the hallowed consciousness of the equality of being, for to be ab- 
sent from the body—the particular—is to be present with the Lord 
—the omnipresent, the universal. We progress from the limited into 
the limitless, by growing out of the particular intothe universal, and 
shall find the day in which is no night, when we cease concentrating 
the light of Truth upon a specific object of thought. Animated by 
this universal love and all-embracing purpose, we should ever work, 
“tilt we a@// come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the sta- 
ture of the fullness of Christ.” 

Knowing that “all is Mind” and the visibie expression of the 
world the panorama of our individuai lives, we need but dissolve in 
thought the pictures of the senses, that more excellent portrayals 
may be manifested. All whom we see from the present phase of 
life and on the present plane of existence, are not so remote but 
our thought is requisite for their advance; and we shall never 
advance above this plane until all advance with us. We are con- 
scious of whom we are conscious, because they constitute part of 
our problem, and with what measure we mete to them, shall it be 
measured to us again. Reciprocity is the question of the hour, 
brought to a national issue by the national thought. Mutual action 
and reaction is the impelling thought of the universe. The ebb 
and flow of the ocean must be mentally imitated, wherein the ocean 
of thought aets and reacts for mutual improvement without the 
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consciousness of favoritism. The constant contribution to others’ 
welfare marks our own progression from sense to Soul, for it is use- 
less to attempt to advance while holding our brother as inferior. 
He who exalts himself, and neglects to exalt his brother, shall be 
abased, but he who, holding all men as equal expressors of Divinity, 
lifts himself and the world with him, leaves no vitalized thought 
behind to again drag him back. Thus is the all-embracing, 
spiritual consciousness the propelling force of true advancement. 
We are drawing nearer and nearer the perfect Truth, and ere long 
even the highest physical ideal will be destroyed in thought. By 
disassociation of the soul from body—that is, the belief of soul in 
body—the Spirit, or consciousness, will return to God who gave it, 
while the material, or personal, will be self-relegated to the dust— 
oblivion. Thus must personality be destroyed, that Spirit may be- 
come a!l in all and man’s true individuality be made manifest. 

To further illustrate the relation of phenomena to thought, the 
external world may be likened to a photograph, the negative of 
which is within each consciousness. Destroy the negative, and the 
photograph will not be seen. Retain the negative, and the photo- 
graph will be continually expressed. Only a photograph of his own 
mental career does man witness without, the negative of which is 
still preserved in thought. Again, the world is like a huge phono- 
graph, talking back to each one what he himself talks into it. It 
repeats only that which has once been said, and man hears but the 
echo of his own progressive thought. Knowing this, each individual 
has the power within of staying the shout of the world, by silencing 
the cause within. The mechanical phonograph has manifested it- 
self in obedience to the discovery of the parent thought, of which 
the diminutive one is but the offspring. Thus will each higher re- 
velation have its physical phase until the day in which is no dark- 
ness—no physical expresssion—appears. 

The most inspiring fact to each one who seeks the highest and 
the best is, that this moment has been gained; yet this is not the 
ultimatum. The present phase of Truth reached by man is the 
manifested quest of the ages, butt should be considered as only a 
mile-post, not as the journey’s end. In reality, all that there is, is 
now, but, until man realizes his present possessions, he must push 
forward in consciousness till the full realization is gained. We have 
fairly gained the present moment, and now that it is ours, we do 
not want it, for it has only brought the conviction that there is a 
higher goal and a future glory awaiting our recognition. “ All these 
things will | give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me” is 
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the bribe of to-day, seeking to check our further progression; but 
more potent than this tempting suggestion is the whispering of the 
Spirit of Truth, leading into all Truth through ever-advancing 
thought. 

Merely intellectual perception of Science is one of the most subtle, 
as well as one of the last, enemies to be overcome. The combined 
errors of the world may be rightly denominated intellect, for in- 
tellect is the quintessence of error. It is the opposite of Intelligence, 
yet claiming to be synonymous, It is the motive power and actua- 
ting influence of mortality, and the destroyer of our happiness, 
prompting all the misery and degredation of the universe. It is the 
counterfeit of the highest attribute of man, and takes its place ac- 
cordingly in the highest part of his anatomy. Not having its source 
in the Livine Mind, it yet usurps all of the prerogatives of Intelli- 
gence. It is purely human, resting on the assumption that man has 
a mind apart from God, while Intelligence—the understanding of 
the One Mind and its reflection—is divine. To denominate in- 
tellect Intelligence is the error of errors, and that such attempted 
fusion has been made prognosticates the nearness of the final goal, 
for it is the attempted union of the greatest error with the most sub- 
lime Truth. Goliath, he who defied Israel’s onward march, was 
the type of intellect, but he was conquered by David, the shep- 
herd boy, who smote him in the supposed seat of intellect, the 
head, and forever destroyed him. David, a type of spiritual con- 
sciousness, must meet the giant Intellect, who defies and impedes 
the onward course of modern Israel. With the logic of divinity must 
this giant be laid low, that the armies of the Lord may regain their 
seemingly lost estate. 

There is but one way of scientific progression—the King's high- 
way of holiness—which is to follow the Christ Principle, unbiassed 
by others’ opinions or unaffected by the ostracism and persecutions 
of the world. To turn from personality means to incur the hatred 
and persecution of personality, which is, perhaps, the surest way 
of ascertaining its opposition to the impersonal. We must learn 
to say with Paul when the world's hostilities attack us, endeavoring 
to turn us from the path of rectitude and duty, “None of these 
things move me.” Strong in divine strength, we should ever push 
forward to the spiritual treasures which fade not away, ‘‘eternal in 
the heavens.” ‘Then will the manifestations of the senses of their 
own accord sink into oblivion, because unrecognized, and only the 
impersonal, which is the spiritual, will sit exalted upon the throne 
of the universe, the King of kings, and man will be governed by 
no other mind than the Mind of God. 


Miscellanp, 


TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR THE BODY. 


Christian Science demands the necessity of a higher realiza- 
tion of the works of Jesus than can be gained by the fieshly, 
human perception. ‘The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other.” 
Therefore the eye of sense cannot apprehend the meaning of 
spiritual things, for “spiritual things are spiritually discerned.” The 
fleshly apprehension of Jesus and of his works is but a carnal con- 
ception, which must be destroyed by a spiritual realization. “That 
which is of the flesh is flesh”, and physical healing being of the flesh 
cannot bear truthful testimony concerning spiritual things. Jesus 
said that the kingdom of God cometh not with observation ; 
therefore, physical healing is no criterion by which to judge of one’s 
spirituality. The same fleshly mind that made the Word flesh like- 
wise perverted its manifestations, calling them physical. If it is in 
accord with Science to look upon Jesus as a spiritual ideal, as 
Science and Health teaches, must not his healing be understood as 
spiritual rather than as physical? The same mind that saw his 
personality witnessed also his bodily healing, and if personality is 
not of God, may it not be that the works of Jesus are wrongly ap- 
prehended ? If we are totransfigure his body, must we not also 
transform the works? ‘Know no man after the flesh” compels 
us to view the works of Jesus as wholly spiritual, thereby attaining 
the true idea of his mission. 

The physical healing of Jesus in no case drew his immediate dis- 
ciples to him, but it drew the world to him for a time. The dis- 
ciples saw something in Jesus beyond what the world saw, and were 
content to follow the Master thought of purity and perfection; 
while the world, governed only by the human mind, could see no- 
thing higher in the teachings of the Nazarine than physical bene- 
fits. The true disciples of to-day are those who look through the 
merely bodily demonstrations of the Christ-Truth, and realize that 
the true healing is wholly spiritual. That Jesus was dissatisfied with 
the world’s apprehension of him and his works, is evident by his 
query to Peter: *‘Whom do men say that I am?” Also person- 
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ally questioning his disciple: “But whom say ye that I am?” 
Only upon Peter’s higher recognition of him as the Christ did he pass 
commendation. 

Unless the spiritual healing of Christian Science is perceived, 
and the letter dropped for the spirit, Christian Science will only 
add another theological or therapeutic system to the world, and 
thus fail to accomplish its grand object—the universal recognition 
ofthe One Mind. Unless the spiritual healing only is recognized as 
paramount, chaos will reign instead of Christ. ‘The flesh profiteth 
nothing,” said Jesus, and again, ‘‘Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of heaven,” emphatically teaching that spiritual 
healing alone is the true and enduring. To “take no thought for 
the body,” as Jesus taught, would compel the body to express har- 
mony, for the discordant thought would be removed. “To be ab- 
sent from the body ”—to take no thought for it— is ‘‘to be present 
with the Lord.” 

The true healing is to open the eyes of the mental blind to 
spiritual realities ; to unstop the ears of the inward deaf to divine 
understanding ; to unloose the palsied tongues to spiritual utter- 
ances ; to remove the material crutch from the morally lame; to 
cleanse the leprosy of sin, and to lift the dead faith of the world to 
a living realization of spiritual Truth. This is divine healing, and 
when this is understood to be the mission of the ever-present Christ, 
the visible tokens of these mental diseases will disappear, Within 
does the Christ-Truth work the miracles accredited by the world 
to the physical Jesus: walking the waves of inward passion, stilling 
the tempests of inward lusts, restoring the withered arm of spiritual 
realization, and resurrecting man from the tombs of carnality to the 
conscious realization of his oneness with his Father. Healing can 
never be permanently wrought by directing the energies to the 
effect—this is the same error that characterizes Afateria medica—but 
must be gained by the renovation of the thought of which the ex- 
ternal manifestations are an expression. This is what Jesus meant 
when he said : ‘*Take no thought for the body” (the effect), but 
annihilate the cause, and the effect willdisappear. In this manner, 
and in this manner only, will the need of healing be averted. 
He who said “Take no thought for the body,” sought to direct the 
consciousness of those who had apprehending minds to a higher 
understanding than bodily comfort. As his followers, we are to 
continually “seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” When Christian Science in its pure 
spirituality is rightly understood by its many adherents, sickness, 
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sin, and death will be dreams of the past, and healing will cease to 
be, for the glory of the light of Truth will dissipate all darkness 
(material sense) ere it can embody itself. 





BUILD ON THE ROOK. 


There was once a famous king, possessed of riches and honor, 
who found, as many another had found before him, that the prizes 
of earth fail to satisfy and to confer hapiness. One day, through 
one of his courtiers, he heard of an old man renowned fot his wisdom 
and piety, who was said to have discovered the secret of a happy 
life. The king’s curiosity was aroused, and, without delay, he 
hastened to the ancient sage for advice, Entering the humble cave 
where the old man lived, the king introduced himself and said : 

““I have come to learn the secret of happiness. My honor and 
power and wealth bring me no pleasure. I am full of fear and 
dread. Iam an unhappy man, Tell me, if you can, where to find 
peace and content.” 

The old man made no answer. He sat. in thought a few 
moments, then rose and left the cave, motioning the king to follow. 
Up a rough and precipitous path they climbed, until their progress 
was checked by a hugh boulder which loomed before them. High 
up on the top of the rock could be seen an eagle's nest, and point- 
ing to the spot, the old man said: 

“Tell me, why has the eagle built its nest on yonder cliff?” 

“No doubt,” answered the king, “because it wants to be out of 
the reach of danger.” 

“True!” exclaimed the wise man. ‘Then follow the example 
of the eagle. Build your nest high. Build on the rock. Make 
heaven your dwelling place, There, and there only, will you find 
true happiness.” 

‘The eagle’s nest was but a type of the “Secret place of the Most 
High,” built upon the solid rock of Truth——Spirit. Upon this rock 
are safety, peace, happiness. Elsewhere all is unstable and totter- 
ing. That which is built upon this sure foundation will stand for- 
ever, unshaken by the winds and waves. ‘Other foundation can 
no man lay, than is laid.” 
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FEAR AND ITS RESULT. 


Fear is both an effect and a cause. It is the first and prime re- 
sult of knowledge gained from material sense, as clearly illustrated 
by the words of Adam, “I was afraid, because I was naked, and I 
hid myself.” With the supposition of the existence of both good 
and evil came the thought of fear, and the question, “Adam, where 
art thou?” brought mortal man’s reply, ‘‘I was afraid and I hid 
myself.” 

This utterance of Adam’s was the first conception of a fall. This 
conception expressed itself in fear, the fear immediately becoming 
the cause of other errors, for, with this thought came the conscious- 
ness of self and of nakedness, and also the desire to hide from the 
divine presence. Through his fear, Adam, or mortal man, became a 
recluse from God, and a lonely wanderer on the face of the earth. 
In an instant everything was changed. Isolation from God brought 
upon him the scourges of a negative belief, and in every point he 
became the seeming opposite of what he really was. Before fear 
possessed him, man was consciously spiritual; but the entrance of 
fear into his thought seemed to transform him into a physical, or- 
ganic being, the opposite of the true spiritual self. From every 
good, grand, and noble desire he shrunk away, and made his home 
in the wilderness of materialistic belief. From God he hid himself, 
his birthright of eternal dominion was gone, and he became subject 
to the malignant claims of mortality. : 

Fear, when subjected to thorough analysis, is seen to be nothing 
but selfishness. It is the claim of self which is fearful of this or 
that, and just so far as self is forgotten, is fear subverted. Fear, in 
some form, is the foundation of all the sickness and death which 
characterize the physical world. Alluding to sickness as evolved 
from fear, the author of Science and Health says, “Fear is the 
foundation of all sickness ; some image of disease is frightening the 
sick.” Fear is the fundamental error of the physical universe, to destroy 
which, is to overthrow the whole superstructure of inharmony 
and weakness. Fundamental, we say, because it gives rise to the 
belief in some other power than Good, being thus a denial of the 
Divine Supremacy, and the denial of a supreme Good creates its 
imaginary opposite. In this way comes the supposition of a per- 
sonal devil, for the instant man is hidden from God, the opposite of 
God must appear. When Adam hid himself from God he put him- 
self under the influence of the devil, which his own thought evolved, 
and which the understanding of Truth must destroy. 


MISCELLANY. 5 


Fear was the primary cause of Peter's failure to successfully 
walk the waves when Jesus bade him come. Triumphant at first, he 
drew nearer and nearer the Master, until, turning his gaze downward, 
and seeing that the winds and the waves were boisterous, fear 
possessed him and he immediately began to sink. Fatal blunder ! 
Had he kept his gaze steadfastly on the Master—his highest thought 
of Perfection—he would never have feared the boisterous winds and 
waves which raged about. Thus it is with the devout Christian. 
Panoplied with spiritual courage and understanding, man is un- 
mindful of the tossing tempest of mortal belief or the whistling winds 
of error, Such a transcendent thought knows no fear, but ever draws 
nearer and nearer the Christ Principle, putting beneath his feet 
that which would engulf him. 

Fear is the most prevalent and contageous disease known to the 
world, and in this disease centre all of the discords of the universe. 
Upon all it lays its paralyzing and withering touch, and none in the 
mortal sense of things, escape its baneful influence. It introduces 
itself to the child, and the little one runs in terror from the dark. 
It pursues him as he grows in years and in the knowledge of 
material laws and penalties, and still haunts him. ‘The childish 
ghosts and hobgoblins are changed for other ghosts none the less 
spectral and unreal, and, until he positively sees their unreality, he 
believes in their power, and becomes, alike in his childhood, youth, 
and old age, a suffering victim to these fear-bred terrors. 

The average mortal is a fearful being—afraid of everything. 
Afraid of that which is above, and afraid of that which is beneath 
him ; afraid of life and afraid of death; afraid of sickness and afraid 
of sin; afraid of hell and afraid of heaven—yes, even of heaven, 
though he pictures it as a realm of eternal joy and peace; for the 
instant a possibility of going thither presents itself, fear attacks him 
and he tremblingly seeks every known means to delay his departure 
from this world, which he candidly admits is replete with misery and 
despair. In every nook and corner of the universe he meets and 
sees his dreaded foes. A queer creature, truly, is mortal man, in- 
consistent and superstitious, struggling to rise upward, but preferring 
to fall backward; asking and praying for the kingdom of heaven 
to come, and as vehemently striving to prevent it; at one moment 
brave and resolute, the next cowardly and wretched—a restless 
and tossing chip on the ocean of human affairs. This unstable 
condition is but the result of fear and must be destroyed, for it is 
not in accord with the Divine plan. Its annihilation should be the 
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central object of all who desire to see man as God created him, 
having undisputed dominion over all things. 

How many exhortations in the Bible teach us to ignore the claims 
of the world and to give heed only to the highest truths of being ! 
Above the clash and din of material confusion ever speaks the still 
small voice of Truth, seeking to inspire us with faith and confidence 
in the spiritual facts of life. To every heart the words are uttered: 
«‘ Why are ye so fearful, O ye of little faith?” “ Be strong and fear 
not!’ “The Lord shall give thee rest from thy fear, and from the 
hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve.” Yet these glorious 
promises of the Almighty we lightly pass, or translate them into the 
language of mortality, thereby losing their true import. 

It has been said, “Fear is one of the passions of the human 
nature of which it is impossible to divest it.” This is scientifically 
fallacious, for in Science we learn that man can rid himself of fear, 
absolutely and completely. Christian Science establishes the grand 
truth that in all the universe there is nothing to be afraid of, since 
the Good alone is the real and the powerful. It teaches that man is 
not subject to the erroneous claims of fear save as he ascribes power 
to that which possesses none ; in that case he becomes a victim to his 
own rash belief, and is afraid of that which has no real existence. 
As belief in a power opposed to God induces fear, so the under- 
standing of the allness of God, or Good, dissipates fear, and is 
obviously the only antidote. 

Jesus, in his exhortation to his disciples, said, “Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.” If we would only obey this timely warning, 
we would not suffer as we do and fear would soon be banished 
from our midst. Contemplated fear is worse by far than actual fear. 
Mary feared that the stone would not be rolled away from the 
Master's sephulchre, and her foreboding caused her to suffer, but 
when she arrived at the tomb she found that the stone was rolled 
away and that her fears were groundless. 

There is a never failing antidote for fear, a peerless remedy, in- 
fallible in its demonstration, and prescribed by the Great Physician 
himself when he said, ‘‘ Itis I, be not afraid.” Quite different from 
the Adam declaration, “Twas afraid and I hid myself!” ‘The latter 
is the utterance of the mortal, the former, of the immortal sense of 
being. One fears, and is thereby ostracised from God, clothing 
himself in the fig leaf covering of mortal beliefs ; the other, standing 
erect in the realization of true manhood, dissipates the fear 
occasioned by erroneous belief. The ever conscious realization that 
all is good—that all is love, dissipates all sense of fear, for ‘perfect love 
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weatethe out fear,” revealing the fact that fear is but the absence of 
love. 

When, through an understanding of the real nature of Divine 
Love, we have overcome the claim of fear, it can never again recur 
to us, for the consciousness that once triumphed over it, will forever 
prevent us from falling again into the error. Nothing but a pure con 
ception of God and His reflection will destroy the material surrounds 
ings of mortal sense. Only the pure in heart shall see God or be- 
come conscious of His true creation. The thought that is without 
“spot or blemish” knows no fear and voluntarily declares “It is I 
{the Son of God) be not afraid,” thus destroying all sense of fear, 
Such a realization is the Master consciousness which discerns its 
divine relation—its oneness with the Father. 

In order to eternally free ourselves from the fetters of fear, we 
must come out from our hiding place into the realization of our true 
being, where we can answer to the Divine interrogation “Adam, 
where art thou?” ‘I _am here, clothed in my right mind, and 
conscious of my-divine relation.” To know and to demonstrate the 
spiritual truths of existence constitute the only tutoring needful to 
graduate each child of earth into the consciousness that he is a 
fearless child of God—the offspring of Divinity. 








SCIENTIFIC PROGRESSION. 


While Science teaches that man, as the spiritual idea of God, is now 
all that he ever was or ever will be, yet the realization and demon« 
stration of this fact are still so imperfect, that, to human sense, man 
seems to progress step by step away from his erroneous beliefy to 
the true conception of being. Thus “ Progress takes off human 
shackles,” and, with every advancing thought, comesa higher, spiritual 
freedom. This freedom is ours already as compared with the bonc> 
age of the past, with its fears and forebodings. Yet the end is not 
yet. We have only begun the upward journey and should pause 
not to rest by the way while the voice of Truth still calls us fore 
ward. “ Having not yet attained, we press onward” should be our 
motto, while we keep our eye single to the goal of our high 
calling. 

As liberal as is the spirit of thisage and as broad as Scientists are, 
we are still strongly conservative, contenting ourselves with the 
developments of the present moment, instead of pushing beyond 
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to higher possibilities. ‘Follow me” said Jesus, and his words im- 
ply progression, while obedience to this command ever leads its 
followers into the precincts of infinity, the boundless realm of eternal 
goodness and perfection. There is but one thing that calls us 
forward; there are millions that seek to drag us down. The my- 
riads of ideals which once served as stepping-stones to higher goals, 
but which, by virtue of our advancement, are abandoned, ultimately 
become our foes, seeking to retard our progress. This fact is 
vividly illustrated in Longfellow’s “Excelsior.” As the hero of the 
poem strives to mount to higher realms, each successive point of 
achievement, left behind, seeks to stay his upward journey. The 
goals which were once ahead of him, as they are passed, become 
hinderances, seeking to allure him from his course. “ Abide witly 
me” is the utterance of every stage of progression in every line 
of thought, and if heeded, advancement is at an end, for the pre- 
sent achievement of man is the ideal which prevents the next 
higher one from expressing itself. No rest need be taken here, 
but we should grasp our standard the more firmly and shouting 
‘*Excelsior,” push forward to loftier goals, to the grand apex of 
thought, the Absolute. 

The successive abandonment of traditions is the wake of human 
progress, and all the visible world constitutes that wake. That is, 
what is observed through the senses is only the wake made by our 
onward course, and what we hear is but the echo or the rumbling 
of the wake, or of our own past thinking. 

The water, unruffled in the far distance, as the ship ploughs its 
way onward, becomes furious, lashing itself into white foam. Thus 
ruffled and boisterous is the wake of progression, as it seeks to en- 
gulf usin its seething depths. Looking forward, we see not the 
wake of our career and we push ahead with compass set upon the 
haven of immortality, but a backward look plunges us into the 
troubled waves of the past. That which is behind strives to effect, 
if possible, the dethronement of its successor, that itself may be the 
lord of all. 

Paul's injunction was to leave behind the things that are behind 
and to push forward to the goal. Christian Science repeats Paul’s 
words in its teachings concerning personality. The impersonal 
is infinitely beyond the personal. This fact Jesus proved beyond 
cavil, reaching the highest demonstration possible to mortals. ‘The 
destruction of personality was his grand mission, as proved by his 
final overcoming of himself and the disappearance of his physical 
body. By its fruit is the tree known, and the fruit of Jesus” 
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earthly career was the total annihilation of the external 
expression of himself. This glorious achievement is a silent 
witness of his life’s work, yet further proofis abundant in 
his own words. ‘It is expedient for you that I go away” 
he said, knowing full well that while his external embodiment was 
made the object of worship, it would defer the recognition of the 
spiritual self. What is there higher to the senses than a perfect 
physical man? Surely nothing, for there is no outlined being in the 
universe beyond the conception of ourselves. Truly then, the dis- 
integration of this highest ideal of the senses must be the grandest 
demonstration known. Toward this one object Jesus always 
labored until finally he surrendered the material embodiment of 
himself to its framers—the mortal thought which made him flesh— 
putting it off forever. 

Knowing that human idolatry was the highest worship of mortal 
man, he made himself the ideal man, then wiped it out forever, 
leaving nothing whatever between God and man; an unbroken 
pathway he made, forever shutting out any possibility of intercep- 
tion. “No man cometh unto the Father except by me-” he said, 
thereby teaching that only through perfection could God be 
reached. Therefore he perfected himself, making himself the para- 
mount idol of the world, and then he overthrew it, leaving God 
as the impersonal object of worship. Impersonal, for the fleshly mind 
has embodied all but God, and clothed it in human form, but “no 
man hath seen God at any time.” The highest idea of God mani- 
fested to the senses was Jesus, and this he himself annihilated. 
Drawing the attention of the world to himse'f for the object of 
destroying the greatest error of the world—human idolatry—he be- 
came the universal sacrifice, that through his resurrection from 
a material concept to an absolutely spiritual realization, all might 
ascend with him to the right hand of the Father. O what a de- 
monstration! With the dethronement of a perfect physical man, 
personality goes out. 

Knowing that “ all is Mind,” and the visible expression of the 
world the panorama of our individual lives, our work is to dissolve 
in thought the pictures of the senses, that more excellent portrayals 
may appear. This is scientific progression. We are drawing nearer 
and nearer the perfect embodiment, and ere long- the manifested 
thought “that taketh away the sins of the world” will be among us, 
and even the highest ideal of the senses will be destroyed in con- 
sciousness, that Spirit may become the all in all. 
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THE DIVINE MAJORITY. 


From the standpoint of the senses, one with God is a minority, while 
one with the world is a majority.- The majority, according to human 
calculation, is invariably wrong, as is clearly shown in the history of 
mankind. Noah was one with God, and was saved, while the majority 
were drowned in the waters of the deluge. Jesus was one with the 
Father—a minority to the world—but a majority to Truth, The 
world went down, but Jesus rose to the heights of demonstration and 
spiritual glory. Luther, Calvin, and, in fact, all of the great re- 
foriners were in the minority, from a mortal standpoint, but they 
were, in reality, in the majority, for after years of struggle the world 
advanced to their position, and to day their conceptions influence 
millions, while their persecutors sleep in the oblivion of the past. 
One generation of thought goes out to make room for the higher 
views of its successor. It is the survival of the fittest, and must 
ever be. 


CHRIST’S LAW OF LOVE. 


A study of Jesus’ career impresses the student with the fact that 
the Master’s guiding principle was love. So strongly dominant was 
this trait in the simple life of the Nazarine, that friend and foe,— 
Christian follower and skeptical critic, alike declare him the “ model 
of a man ”—a wonderful being. Spotless and perfect was this great 
teacher, yet he constantly affirmed that all could be like him, yea, 
even to his final demonstration and victory over death. 

Since divine love, manifested to God and to man, was Jesus’ 
crowning glory, it behoves us who would be like the Master, to un- 
derstand and express this highest ideal, for the higher contains all 
the lower. Far too much has the sectarian, dogmatic thought of this 
age obscured the spiritual teachings of Jesus, and the simple grand- 
ure of the law of love. Obscured they may be, but not lost, for the 
signs of the times point to a bright future, when Christian brother- 
hood shall be not only professed, but lived, and when love in all its 
length and breadth shall be the only confession of faith, the only 
church discipline. 

With the coming of Jesus—the highest sense of love—the old 
legalism of the Jews was to be annulled. “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him,” were the words the 
disciples heard on the Mount of Transfiguration. “Hear ye him.” 
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The highest thought is the one we must give heed to, for it is the one 
which transcends all others, and which alone makes possible our 
spiritual advancement. Jesus, as an expression of Truth, was the cul- 
mination of all the good that had gone before, and hence in obeying 
him, we shall be directed rightly. Jesus fulfilled in himself the im- 
perfect conceptions of Moses and the prophets, and was the embodi- 
ment of all. You remember the vision that greeted Peter, James, 
and John: how Moses and Elias—the law and the prophets—first 
appeared with Jesus, then disappeared, leaving ‘‘ no man save Jesus 
only,” Showing that in his coming, the former imperfect good was 
completed and accomplished. 

As Jesus was the culmination of all the truth of the past, so is his 
divine law of love the fulfilment of the Ten Commandments ; for 
he came not to destroy, but to fulfill—to fill full the Mosiac testi- 
mony with love. He who has apprehended the spirit of the Golden 
Rule no longer hears “Thou shalt not !” thundered from Mt, Sinai, 
for the ever present Christ whispers in the heart that he ‘who loveth 
God, love his brother also.” 

Love to mankind is the trumpet sound which declares the end is 
near, Universal love is the Alpha and Omega of Truth, the foun- 
dation and the capstone of the heavenly structure. It is the gospel 
in a word, Love is the key which opens the heart of every man, 
and we can reach our brother through love when coercion utterly fails. 

Let us not attempt to measure Divine Love, which is God, by the 
poor counterfeit the world calls love. Human love is changeable, 
strong to-day and weak to-morrow, while Divine Love is ever the 
same, immutable as its source. Human love is partial, going hand 
in hand with hate, but Divine Love is for all, and for all alike, even 
as the rain falls equally upon the just and upon the unjust. Human 
love often overlooks and fosters frailties and sins, but Divine Love 
destroys all unlike itself, and punishes that it may purify. It is this 
changeless, impartial, holy love which God’s children should feel 
and should manifest. Even a faint apprehension of its greatness 
and glory would raise us above the petty selfishness, the slanderous 
criticism, the harsh judgement. Let us retain the virtues we see in 
others and disclaim the vices. We do not throw away an apple be- 
cause there is a speck in it, but we cut out the speck and retain the 
good. Cannot we apply this illustration to our relations with others ? 
We should dismiss from the thought the evil we see in them, and 
should cherish only the good, while we send to them those thoughts 
of Divine Love which must destroy the evil. There are spots on 
the sun when viewed through a telescope, but to the naked eye all 
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is light. We do not condemn the sun because of its slight imper- 
fection ; let us, then, look at our brother in the natural light of love, 
and not examine him under the microscope of criticism. 

Sparks are soon extinguished if they find nothing on which to feed ; 
so will the calumnious thought die in our heart if it never finds ex- 
pression in word or act. Remember we breathe into the nostrils of 
material things the only life they possess ; and in proportion as we 
give power to the evil, will this power react upon ourselves. If 
we seek for the good in others, we will always find it, even if the 
rubbish of material selfishness and wilfull sin seems to cover it 
from mortal view. With an eye single to discern spiritual realities, 
we will recognize a child of God in every brother and sister. 
There is a vulnerable point in every heart where we can enter with a 
loving thought and awaken the sense of manhood. “Hold fast to 
the good” was Paul's injunction, and happy is he who heeds this 
timely counsel ! 

Love marks the footsteps of Jesus from the manger cradle to the 
cross. He labored and suffered for others. The whole of his life 
was the unfolding of Divine Love for all, that all might understand 
its nature. “We must love our enemies,” he said; we must lose 
sight of our personal wrongs. Retaliation places us on a level with 
our tormentors, and the “blind lead the blind” and both come to 
grief, when both might have been saved. Love is not mere sentiment; 
the thought is but the beginning—the deed is its culmination. We 
must do good to those who hate us; then love becomes a reality and 
we grow in grace. “If thy enemy hunger, feed him,” is Christ’s law 
of love. We must bless those who curse us—this is the only ven- 
geance that love possesses. We must pray for those who dispite- 
fully use us. This is the climax of love. Unto him who smiteth 
one cheek, offer also the other, is the command of Jesus, by which 
he meant that we are to exercise the greatest forbearance and 
patience with those who wrong us, and not to give way to the 
promptings of sense. When Jesus was reviled. he reviled not again, 
thereby keeping himself aloof from the inclinations of the flesh, and 
being enabled to overcome the evil. ‘It is enough for the disciple 
that he be as his Master, and the servant as his lord.” 


If it is impossible for man to imitate Divine perfection, then 
Jesus’ words: “Be ye perfect even as your Father in Heaven is 
perfect” were mockery. 
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THE SPARROW'S NEST. 


Standing recently near the spot where a new building was in 
process of erection, I saw a sparrow fly quickly down almost to my 
feet, and begin pulling at some cotton that had become lodged near 
the curbstone. My attention was arrested, and I followed the bird 
as he flew away with the goodly portion of the cotton which he had 
succeeded in detaching. He deposited it in a partially completed 
nest in a neighboring tree, standing in such close proximity to the 
half completed structure that a glance revealed the fact that the 
doom of the tree was sealed, and that ere many days it would be 
hewn down. The thought came to me, “How soon the workmen 
will remove that tree, and destroy the nest the little sparrow is 
striving so hard to finish!” How I longed for the language of the 
birds that I might impart to the object of my sympathy the perilous 
position of his contemplated home! But, alas, the sparrow could 
not understand my thoughts, and so I could not render the little 
worker assistance, or apprise him of the impending calamity. 

With this picture before me, my thought turned from the feathered 
tribe to the great human family who were in the same danger, mak- 
ing their homes in just such tottering places, in houses built upon 
the sands, and not upon the rock—houses whose fall was inevitable. 
Like the unsuspecting bird, they must learn through bitter trials 
that, when changes and misfortunes come, their houses will not 
stand. This hard experience must be theirs, because they cannot 
comprehend the language which will now save them from impending 
peril; because they cannot or will not grasp the spiritual facts of 
being, which disclose the fallibility and destructability of all not 
founded on the solid basis of Truth. 


THE GENERAL VERSUS THE PARTICULAR. 


In the gospel story of Andrew's call to be a disciple and his 
immediately going in search of his brother to bring him also to 
Jesus, we have a practical illustration of that pure unselfishness, 
which seeks not its own, but ever another's good. 

Scientifically considered, the account of Andrew and his brother 
does not refer to ties of flesh and blood, but to the universal brother- 
hood. Andrew sought the good of the world, bringing it, 
as a unit, to the recognition of the Master consciousness 
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within. By thus viewing the passage spiritually, we make universal 
what would otherwise be limited by the demands of the flesh. God 
being omnipresent, must be universally considered, for a specific 
God is a god of the individual. To concentrate God for the speci- 
fic benefit of one, selected from the common brotherhood of man, is 
paramountly selfish and obviously unscientific. God is the God 
of the universe, and is no respecter of person. What He does 
is for the universal good, from the fact that He is everywhere 
present. 

Divine Truth, as manifested by Jesus, appeared to his contem- 
poraries to have a specific and individual influence. This view of 
his work resulted from their making him a personal being, instead 
of looking upon him as the ideal of God. His words, “If I be lifted 
up, I will draw a// men unto me” are conclusive evidence that he 
meant is healing to be spiritual and for all. The world would have 
been resurrected long ago from the tombs of carnality, had the uni- 
versal man been considered in preference to the specific. “I and the 
Father are one” said Jesus, and, inasmuch as God is everywhere 
present, so, too, is His ideal, and to know God as the God of all, is 
to lift the world collectively to a recognition of health and holi- 
ness. 

Andrew—the meaning of the name being manliness—is that 
mature consciousness which, grasping the allness of God and His 
ideal, sees in all men brothers, and by holding them in thought as 
the representatives of God, presents them to the Master thought, or 
the divine understanding, which inwardly purges them of the de- 
filements of mortality. We, like Andrew, impressed with the Christ- 
like realization that all mankind is one with the Father, should seek 
the universal salvation of man, forgetting the particular for the 
general, assured that we and the particular are included in the 
general. 

All the world must be released from the thraldom of the senses, 
and in the degree that we labor for this end, will our endeavors be 
not in vain. ‘The individual cannot be liberated until the brother- 
hood is free! The leaven must leaven the whole lump, for there is 
a heaven for none until there is a heaven for all, for the simple 
reason that with God there is no respect of persons. If it were 
possible for one to enter the kingdom of heaven in ad- 
vance of another, the first words that would greet him would be 
“Where is thy brother Abel?” The desire for universal salvation, 
rather than for specific, must be expressed outwardly ere the true 
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light is seen, for the light of Christ lighteth every one who cometh 
into the world. 

The recognition of the Master by Andrew was a mental recog- 
nition, brought about by the unfolding of his thought to the higher 
consciousness of his oneness with the Principle of the universe. Un- 
conscious of self, Andrew sought the redemption of the entire 
brotherhood of man typified by his brother Simon. The leaven ot 
his spiritual thought immediately began to leaven the whole Jump 
and he was included in the lump, receiving to himself the measure 
he meted to others, and being called to become an immediate dis- 
ciple of Jesus, because of his generosity of purpose. Had he thought 
only of self, the Master would have disppeared from his sight, leaving 
him a man of the world again, conscious only of a visionary inter- 
yew with a stranger. He would have been untouched by Prin- 
ciple. 

Emphatically is it our duty to strive for universal reclamation, 
knowing no man after the flesh, but recognizing in all a spiritual 
equal. Nothing so compels the manacles of the senses to fall off 
as the hallowed consciousness of the equality of being, for to be ab- 
sent from the body—the particular—is to be present with the Lord 
—the omnipresent, the universal. We progress from the limited into 
the limitless, by growing out of the particular intothe universal, and 
shall find the day in which is no night, when we cease concentrating 
the light of Truth upon a specific object of thought. Animated by 
this universal love and all-embracing purpose, we should ever work, 
**till we a@// come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the sta- 
ture of the fullness of Christ.” 


UNIFORMITY OF THOUGHT. 


In Isaiah’s prophecy of the forerunner of the Christ, he represents 
John the Baptist as preparing the way of the Lord by exalting the 
valleys and bringing low the| mountains. When this is done, says 
the prophet, “the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh 
shall see it together.” 

John is typical of that pure thought which subdues the propensi- 
ties of the flesh and brings all things to an equality of recognition, 
by cutting down the high places and filling up the low, that a uni- 
formity of thought may be manifested. Sadly needed in the Chris- 
tian world is this condition of mental consistency, Inconsistency is 
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the error of the moment which the herald of Truth must destroy. 
Often we see Scientists morbid on some special idea of duty, and in- 
different to others. As, for instance, abstaining from eating meat, 
while, at the same time, talking ill of their neighbor. Reaching a 
stupendous height one moment, and cast into the valley the next! 
A high demonstration in one instance, and a correspondingly lower 
one in the next! Such extremes the forerunner of Truth cuts down, 
for it is better, a thousand times, to eat meat and to abstain from 
gossip, than it is to torego the meat while talking unkindly of 
another. 

Again, the effect of our course upon others must always be con- 
sidered, since “no man liveth unto himself.” Paul said, “If meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world stand- 
eth.” This statement can profitably be inverted, reading “ If absti- 
nence from meat make my brother to offend, I will continue to eat 
atl 

Thus the work of the John the Baptist thought in each heart is to 
prepare for the reign of the Christ-Truth by modifying the intensified 
hobbies, and bringing up the lower inclinations to a higher realiza- 
tion of the practical workings of Truth, By this two-fold influence 
the extremes of thought are destroyed, and the outward manifesta- 
tions made uniform. 


UPWARD AND ONWARD. 


The Natural Bridge in Virginia was once the scene of an impres- 
sive lesson. A daring youth climbed the precipitous sides of this 
natural wonder to chisel his name upon the surface of the rock, 
Above all other names he cut his own, and when he had accom- 
plished his bold feat, he found it impossible to descend. His only 
safety lay in scaling the height and finding refuge at the top. This 
he did and was rescued from his perilous position. 

Thus it is with the spiritual climber, who, leaving the lowlands of 
the past, ascends into the mountains of Truth. Descent is impos- 
sible, he must continually press upward until he scales the top. Each 
upward step makes further advance essential. If we would con- 
stantly “seek those things which are above,” we must carve our 
names higher and higher, as thought expands into thought, and as 
the new name is placed in our forehead, until we reach the summit 
of divine realization—until the name “Son of God” is consciously 
ours. Retreat is impossible ; upward and onward is our motto, and 
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upward and onward it must ever be, until we awaken in the divine 
image and likeness. God has led us on to the present moment's 
revelation, yet still He calls us higher. He has opened our prison 
cage and bade us fly, and shall we continue to hug the perch we have 
so long stood upon? Let us, like the liberated butterfly which for- 
gets the narrow chrysalis, soar above, into broader realizations and 
more congenial climes, leaving behind the things that are behind, 
and pushing forward to the goal of spiritual freedom, guided by no 
other mind than the mind of our Maker.” 


THE WORD OF TRUTH. 


The healing of the palsied man, recorded in the second chapter 
of Mark's gospel, is specially applicable to the present moment. 
Man, fettered with the inconsistencies and fallacies of to day, has 
become prostrated, and is unable to lift himself from the enthralling 
beliefs of mortality. Paralyzed and helpless is he, and unable to 
stand erect in the dignity of a child of God, reflecting the attributes 
of his Creator, In this deplorable condition he must remain, moved 
only by the personal opinions gathered from the four quarters of 
the earth, until the Christ-Principle shall_be recognized as the omni- 
science of the universe, and the voice of understanding shall be 
audible to the inner sense, “Take up thy bed and walk.” ‘Then 
shall the sin of misunderstanding be forgiven—destroyed—as the re- 
surrected mentality compels the destruction of external discords, 
while harmony is restored as the consequent result of unity with the 
Christ-thought. Only as the Christ-understanding enters our hearts, 
can_we rise from the prostrated condition attending material belief. 

The divine assurance, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” is heard only 
by the consciousness that is purged from worldly desires and is 
thoroughly imbued with spiritual realization. ‘This condition is 
gained not by material methods or by philosophical reasoning, but 
by divesting oneself of all physical beliefs and cherishing only those 
ideas which are true anJ divine, while daily demonstrating one’s 
highest understanding of man. 

“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” and “Take up thy bed and walk,” 
declare the cause and the effect of spiritualization of thought. One 
is never heard without the other; they are twin terms and are con- 
ceived in the spiritual consciousness. As influx of Truth not only 
destroys the error of thought, but allays the outward effect of wrong 
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thinking. There cannot be a gain of spiritual truths without a de- 
siruction of erroneous beliefs following, for the higher displaces and. 
casts out the lower, and, with this mental change, the discordant ex- 
ternal expressions are abated and ultimately destroyed. 





THE GHOST OF MATERIALITY. 


The current epoch, with its agitation of thought and spirit of 
progression, is big with opportunity, and, if met with scientific 
understanding, will bring to the cause of Science and to the world a 
blessing rich and permanent. The conflict of the powers that be 
with the powers that seem to be, is certain, for both have mar- 
shalled their forces and are arrayed against each other. ‘The ac- 
cumulation of the spiritual thought of the ages, and the consolidation 
of the errors of the world are set in opposition to each other, and 
a mortal combat is at hand, J 

Nothing sleeps at the present moment. The world of thought is 
awake, for to-day, as of old, with the resurrected Christ, the graves 
of the past have been uncovered andthe dead have coine forth to 
life and activity. That which slept with its fathers has awakened 
with the resurrecting thought; the judgment is at hand, and the 
works done in the flesh must be accounted for, : 

To be more explicit: ‘he present revelation of Truth and its 
higher understanding, as revealed through Christian Science, in 
which the allness of Spirit is declared and the nothingness of matter 
made apparent, has uncovered the past and the spirit of the cen- 
turies, so long silent, has again declared itself. That the errors of the 
ayes Were not scientifically mastered is evident ; hence they have been 
only covered up—silenced by the domination of greater errors—and. 
the present resurrecting thought that lifts high the Christ, also opens 
the graves of the centuries remote, and the ghosts of the material past 
confront us. In Science and Health we rea, “ The grave does not 
banish the ghost of materiality,” and to-day are these words de- 
monstrated. : 5 20 

In every department of mortal thought the claims of materialism 
are urged with increased force and subtilty. The impersonal 
teaching of Christian Science has called into conflict the belief of 
the personal ; an intelligent realization of Truth has challenged the 
belief of intellect ; while the understanding of life as Spirit has 
brought forward every supposed proof of material life. Nor is this all: 
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In this period of liberation of thought we are confronted by the 
monarchical rule that so characterized the remote centuries; the des- 
potism of the age of the Pharoahs is evident ; the intolerance of the 
sixteenth century which compelled the public burning of the Bibles 
is even yet noticeable; the arrugance of the Jewish sanhedrim still 
lives, and the Roman idea of Papal supremacy is again revived. In 
fact the spirit of every age breathes in the face of the present and, 
counterfeiting life and power, has come forth to battle. Even in our 
own ranks are seen the peculiarities of all ages and of all sects. We 
have the Roman Catholic Scientist, the Methodist Scientist, the 
Universalist Scientist, and these differences—which are not of God 
—are now made manifest, and the discriminating time has come. 
The shout, ‘‘ Israel, to your tents” must be heard throughout the 
world, and each to his own consciousness must go. 

This strong opposition to the impersonal Truth and to the right 
of individual judgment is not to be wondered at. Error is forced 
to its highest expression by the elevation of thought, and hence, 
with every point gained in Science, we shall meet a corresponding 
degree of error. ‘The glorious foresight of the future with its anti- 
cipated blessings, has caused a retrospective glance into the wake 
of the past and it all stands revealed to us. The spirit of Truth is 
uncovering in our consciousness that which error has covered. The 
Christ is showing to us all the things that ever we have done, even 
as Jesus revealed to the Samaritan woman at the well her past 
career. 

But let us not be afraid. Rather should we rejoice, for of what 
use is Christian Science if it does not resurrect the mistakes of the 
past which ignorance of Truth has covered, but not annihilated ? 
Must not the higher Truth reveal the error that it may be recognized 
and destroyed completely? We should thank God that we have 
advanced to the position necessary to call forth the present ex- 
pression of error, for it but marks our nearness to the end. Let us, 
therefore, take courage and, strong in the assurance that since 
God is for us, nothing can be against us, press on to victory. 

To rightly improve this moment, rare wisdom and discernment 
are necessary, Not in its true nature does error come to us, but, 
shrewdly disguised as Truth, it attempts to undermine our cause 
and to separate those who should be united by Principle. Error has 
donned the robes of piety and now assails us as an angel of lightin 
imitation of our true religion. But we need not fear, if we allowno 
thought of retaliation to enter our consciousness. Guided by 
Divine Love, we are strong to prevail, but working for personal ends 
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will bring only defeat, Let us remember that “ All is Mind,” and 
that our foe is an impersonal one, not a personal enemy. When the 
impersonal error is met with the impersonal Truth, then may we 
stand still and see the “salvation of the Lord.” Our work is to re- 
cognize the error and leave its destruction to God, while we abide 
in the Truth. This is the grand secret of Christian Science—the 
recognition of error, and the realization of Truth. As God is the 
only imparter of Truth, so likewise He is the only destroyer of 
aught unlike Himself. “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.” 
To Him alone belongs the victory. . . 

We are on the eve of a grand future for Christian Sciénce, a 
future which shall wipe out the mistakes of the past, and make our 
ideal “without spot or blemish.” To present Christian Science in its 
purity to the world we must seek the elevation of the thought, for 
only upon the basis of spirituality, will it ever gain confidence and 
permanency in the heart of the community. Never as a healing 
system will it be universally accepted, but when it is learned that 
through the renovation of each individual thought outward harmony 
is gained, it will be hailed with shouts of praise, and “ Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” will resound again 
throughout the earth. 


THE HIGHEST PROOF 


This is a practical age. Opinion is valueless, except it be sub- 
stantiated by proof, and new theories gain recognition only as they 
are based upon demonstrable principles. This spirit of the times 
has entered the realm, of religion and demanded of Christianity 
works, rather than faith, resulting in multiplied charitable and phi- 
lanthropic movements. The same practical tendency, united with 
the highest spiritual thought, has called forth Christian Science —a 
demonstrable Christianity, and upon the basis of demonstration has 
it gained its strongest following. ‘This is the true basis but it should 
be understood spiritually, not physically. It is the mortal thought 
which inclines toward making pictures in the flesh of our spiritual 
advance, and the time is at hand when the highest proof, the fruits 
of the Spirit, is demanded of us. We are prone to prove by the 
flesh every position gained in mind, and by so doing we traduce our 
cause. ‘This hampers our growth for “the flesh profiteth nothing. 
We need no proof in the fiesh that we are growing for “that which 
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is of the flesh is flesh,” and can give no expression of spiritual 

rowth. The highest proof, the only proof, we have of spiritual gain 
is when “the Spirit beareth witness” within, Since “ Mind is all,” 
a mental perception of Truth is the surest demonstration, and to 
thus perceive it, is to recognize all there is of it. As we do not 
strengthen our conviction of the allness of Spirit by the declaration 
of the nothingness of matter, so neither do we add to our mental 
perception by making physical pictures of our resurrected thoughts. 
To know that man is perfect is to know the whole of truth, and a 
fleshly demonstration of the fact does not magnify the fact. 

The separation of the demands of the flesh from the spiritual 
facts of being is the demand of the hour, for such fusions are incom- 
patible with the laws of divinity. To rise beyond the beliefs of the 
flesh is to avert the need of physical healing, which is the “greater 
works ” Jesus said we should do. It is an eminently higher demon- 
stration to prevent disease than it is to cure it, and since healing is 
unknown to God, we too should strive to rise above it. If God is 
conscious only of perfection, we should cease witnessing the 
distortions of the flesh. Scientifically considered, the term “‘ Divine 
healing” is as fallacious as the expression ‘Divine flesh,” for to 
God all is*perfect Healing is a human desire and will cease to 
exist, when our thought is so spiritualized that error can no longer 
name or embody itself. Spiritualization of thought must become 
the basis of Christian Science and its highest proof, or else our 
house will be left unto us desolate. This need of reform cannot be 
made too imperative, for it is the only hope of our cause. ‘I'he fact 
that merely bodily healing does not incite the desire for spirituality 
or induce morality, shows that the basis of physical benefit is errone- 
ous. But the fact that spiritualization of thought does perfect our 
external environment, is unbounded proof that this latter method is 
the proper one. The world does not need another therapeuti: 
system, but it does need the manifestation of the Sp'rit of Christ. 

Let us see toit that the “ Wo d” (the spiritual consciousness) is 
not again ‘‘made flesh” by the fleshly thought in its demand for 
physical healing rather than for spiritual wholeness. To this end 
we should look through the veil of the flesh to the enduring facts of 
being, with a perception so strong and pure that the highest proof— 
tho allness of the spiritual—shall be made apparent. 
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METAPHYSICS VERSUS SCIENCE. 


Mortal mind is often erroneously conceded to be Christian 
Science, and this grave error arises because of the heedlessness of 
those who jump at conclusions instead of proving all things.” By 
such thoughtlessness, and the inherent desire to make final each ad- 
vance beyond the conventionalities of the hour, our faith has become 
odious to many through misunderstanding of its spiritual teachings. 
Like Lazarus, after beinglaid in the tomb, the material ideas acsoci- 
ated therewith have rendered it repugnant to the world, and the 
Christ Principle is needed to resurrect it to the spiritual life, calling 
it forth to higher accomplishments in the realm of pure Science. 

Metaphysics is the coincidence, or point of blending, of the physi- 
cal thought of man and hisspiritual ideality, A beliefin both matter 
and Spirit must have a seeming point of coincidence. The point is 
metaphysics—a realm of thought and reason where physical things 
reach their highest attenuation. It is the pinnacle of mortality, the 
highest point achieved from the basis of the senses, but it is not 
Christian Science, for Christian Science is immaculate in its prin- 
ciples, having no taint of corporeality or tarnish of mortal mind, 
but whose realm of action and research is Spirit. 

Metaphysics is a dangerous pasture in which to feed. It has 
been the mental rendezvous of human philosophy in all ages; and 
the school of atheism, skepticism and agnosticism, being super-subtle 
in its influence because seemingly endorsed by Truth. 

‘The mere statement, “All is Mind,” without the conscious reali- 
zation of its meaning, leads to more erroneous conclusions than the 
materia‘ist’s ideas. The liberation of the thought to the conscious 
recognition that “things are thoughts” receiving seemingly the sanc- 
tion of Spirit, licenses all sorts of fanaticism and speculation, as 
apparently based upon Divine ‘Truth, when indeed they are but the 
sophistry of mortal mind metaphysics, and in no way allied to spiri- 
tual development. The ancient Hindoo philosophers were meta- 
physicians of the most learned and pronounced type, and were 
world renowned for their demonstrations. Yet their teachings and 
accomplishments were not conducive to spirituality, nor does there- 
vival of their system in this age tend to godliness of life in its fol- 
lowers and adepts. : 

In our progress in understanding Science, we should guard against 
the encroachment of the metaphysical upon the realm of the 
spiritual. Great care should be exercised that we do not carry aloft 
into higher researches the characteristics of the lower plane. The 
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higher attenuation of a lie is not the proper method for its annihila- 
tion, Mental medicine is no improvement upon the visible remedy. 
The law of Spirit is “ dust to dust,” not matter to mortal mind, and 
mortal mind to the Divine Mind. Unless the superstructure of our 
thought is based wholly upon the spiritual rock Christ, the waves* 
and winds of mortality will demolish the structure. We should 
“stand porter at the door of thought,” admitting only that which will 
express itself in spirituality, and which has no relation whatever to 
mortal mind in any of its phases. ‘Then human metaphysics will 
eas to exist to us in the higher understanding of the Science of 
piri, 


AN EASTER LESSON. 


To the Scientist, Easter is typical of a mental resurrection, or 
sp-ritualization of thought. Yet the question naturally arises, “If 
mind is all, why the external picture of a physical resurrection?” 
May it not be that the belief in something besides Spirit has phe- 
nomenized outwardly the resurrecting consciousness, and that thus 
for nearly two thousand years the world has gazed upon the exter- 
nal picture, disregarding the inentality from which sprung the sym- 
bol? The nature of man, imbued with the sovereignty and dignity 
of his Creator, involuntarily rises above the puerile things of time 
and sense, and this inherent resurrecting thought becomes visible 
in the external portraiture of the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus, the 
ideal man, is the mirror in which we witness the mental changes of 
the individual nature. Since he was,—considering him as a physi- 
cal being—the highest portrayal of the senses of man, being 
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities” because in him they 
centred, he must necessarily mirror the highest intuitions of man, so 
long as man believes himself the possessor of a mortal embodiment. 
Therefore, in the resurrection of the Nazarine we see the continu- 
ous resurrections and ascensions of man from carnality to spirit- 
uality. He is the maximum of human portraiture, and in his as- 
cension, the highest point to which the senses can elevate man is 
reached. Yet because man still believes in matter, and looks upon 
that which is hidden from the senses as visionary and remote, he is 
unable to trace the rise of man beyond the condition of visible em- 
bod:ment, and, hence, the ascension into the unknown, typified by 
Jesus’ ascension, is the result. But why this ascension? Sim- 
ply because the mind of man, with its inborn tendency for infinite 
growth and development, can conceive of no limit of attainment— 
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it must continue to ascend—yet, because of the present status of 
thought, which is unable to penetrate into the higher moods, this 
ascension is an ascension beyond the seen. ‘That we are near to 
the conscious realization of the steps beyond is evidenced by the 
fact that an ascension follows close upon the resurrection ; and, in- 
asmuch as we have traced man to the ultimatum of immediate 
sense association, we must soon be able to explore the heretofore 
unknown realm. Thus the Easter story means a resurrection above 
carnal thoughts and desires, soon to be followed by an ascension 
into the realms of higher thought. 
Jesus, the Christ, being the way, becomes the way for all, and is 
a continuous type of resurrection and ascension, viewed by each 
according to the elevation of his own thought. Unto the Jews he 
was a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness, but unto 
them which are called, he becomes the power and the wisdom of 
God. ‘That is, unto those who do not understand his mission, but 
variously consider him as God in the flesh, or as a human being, the 
picture of Jesus becomes a stumbling block; but to those who see 
in his resurrection the prophecy of their own and reduce the 
seemingly remote picture to themselves, the wisdom and the power 
of God are recognized. And even though the picture was visible 
to us in the remote past, it was no less a type of resurrection from 
that plane of belief to a higher, and a subsequent ascension from 
that plane even to the present concept, which to us then was as 
shrouded in mystery, as is the remote future at the present time. 
Thus it is evident that so long as man associates flesh and Spirit, 
the picture of the Nazarine—his resurrection and ascension—will 
stand before us, But when we understand the remote picture to be 
a present apprehension, seeing ourselves as the ideal of God, then 
shall we become the revealer of those attributes of divinity which 
we now ascribe only to Jesus, and the external picture now before 
the mind’s eye will cease to exist, for we shall be like him, having 
dominion over all things ; to the sense of dominion the conception 
of a crucifixion is impossible. Then the clouds of bel-ef will be 
parted and the Son of God shall come in hs glory and shall sit upon 
the throne of his glory. Then will it be seen that the Lamb was 
slain from the foundation of the world; that is, that the crucifixion 
and sorrows ascribed to the ideal man are but the result of fusing 
Spirit and matter, and that the picture of the passion has existed 
from the foundation of mortal belief, and will be annihilated the in- 
stant the foundation of thought is wholly spiritual. Then the ideal 
man will be found to be with us and in us. 
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The picture of the resurrected Christ is still before us, and comes 
to us with a warning that we should push out beyond the present 
apprehension of things to broader and clearer views of Spirit. We 
look upon the present moment as a great resurrection from the 
tomb of the past when we were pent up in the narrow confines of 
morta! belief; yet still our tomb is a limited sepulchre, sealed by the 
huge stone of superstition, and we needs must roll it away and come 
forth to higher rea'ms of thought and action. Again and again 
must we resurrect our thought, that another ascension above and 
beyond our present estimation of man and God may be gained, that 
higher demonstrations may follow. Never until we leave the 
limited and material tomb or thought in which we are now confined, 
will we be in a position to enfranchise the world. Sickness, sin and 
death will be protracted as long as we stand where we now are, for they 
still continue to our consciousness, and that which manifests them 
can never cure them, Therefore, in order to wholly dispel the il- 
lusion of the flesh, we must so resurrect our thought from our pre- 
sent understanding that disease can not manifest itself. We must attain 
that quality of purity through which we cannot behold iniquity. 

A Titan of power exists in the knowledge that man as forever 
spiritual, needs no resurrection, and to so realize th's fact is to make 
manifest in ourselves, the final resurrection, when the ideal man is 
found to be ourself, possessing all power and dominion. Yet until 
this divine realization is gained, the demand of Truth is, that we 
hourly emancipate our thought from ex'sting measures of mortal be- 
lief. The very fact that we can conceive of the need of a resurrection 
is proof that it must be accomplished, and frem what shall we re- 
surrect ourselves if not from the present condition of thought? A 
constant looking above matter to Spirit will show us those beliefs 
which must be abandoned, revealing the resurrecting consciousness 
for which we strive. Then will the ascension follow, and the realm 
of the unknown will become the known, and where now the Christ 
is, there shall we be also. 


CHRISTLIKENESS. 


Character building has been the object of every movement of re- 
form from time immemorial. It is the basic ideal of every religion 
and system of moral philosophy, and all express their brotherhood 
in this one common aspiration, proving that man recognizes a true 
and nob‘e character as best worth striving for, and the climax of 
earthly echievement. 
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A specific character is not attained by one great effort, but is 
formed by repeated action. It results from the habitual exercise of 
that which constitute the characteristics of man. The inner labora- 
tory of thought creates the character, which marks the doom or 
dominion of every child of earth. Character building is like the 
erection of a beautiful edifice, or the completion of an artistic carv- 
ing. It is wrought by slow continued effort, until the structure be- 
comes permanent and the carving symmetrical, : an 

According to the standards of the world, a man’s associations and 
early training determine, in a great measure, his character, and, in 
nearly all cases, the facial expression and general bearing delineate 
the former life of the individual, his paramount thoughts and his 
accustomed company. How marked is the inebriate’s character, 
and how plainly are his habits and associations depicted in his whole 
demeanor! How the features of the prize fighter reflect his con- 
stant aims and surroundings! On the other hand, how clearly are 
the culture and refinement of a Christian home revealed in the faces 
of the children, and the unselfish purpose of a holy life shown in the 
trce philanthropist! A man’s character cannot be hidden from 
pullic scrutiny, fer, sooner or later, the underlying purpose will be 
made known. ‘* Thy speech betrayeth thee” marked the innermost 
thought of Peter, despite the fact that he strenuously sought to con- 
ceal it, ‘hus a man may, for a time, deceive the world by pretend- 
ing to be what he is not, but eventually the real character will de- 
clare itself, for “there is nothing hidden but what shall be revealed.” 

Character must be individually formed; we cannot do another's 
work for him, and, in the degree that we are independent of each 
other, wiil the true individuality be expressed. ‘The oak standing 
in the midst of the forest and surrounded upon all sides by com- 
panion trees, grows up tall and feeble, and, when its companions 
are removed, cannot withstand the tempest and is hurled to the 
ground; but the tree growing in the open meadow, reared from its 
infancy to the furies of the gale, becomes a stanch protector of it- 
self. Likewise the man compelled to rely wholly upon himself de- 
velops a vigorous character, strong to guard him from the scourges 
of mortality. ’ 

The character of a man depends wholly upon the nature of his 
thought. The prophets and patriarchs were characterized by their 
holiness, lowliness, meekness and Godliness. Although all had their 
signal defects, yet the preponderance of their thought characterized 
them as God-fearing men—as Christ-like men, because Divine Truth 

was much in their thought and actuated their lives. Indeed, because 
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they were Christ-like men,—a man-like Christ was the result,—a 
man in whom centred all of the excellencies of those who preceded 
him. He was the ideal man toward whom each strove, and who 
was the quest ofall. In Jesus, the Christlike man, culminated the 
combined virtues cf those, who, from Noah to John the Baptist, 
were the matrix of his conception. Jesus was the ideal that they 
held in thought, and because of their united efforts he appeared to 
mortals, not as flesh and blood, as the senses describe him, how- 
ever, but as the glorious ideal toward which the inner sight of pro- 
phet and patriarch tended. All being mind, Jesus was a condition 
of mind, the visible expression of the paramount ideal cf true man- 
hood, as individually seen and combinely expressed by these God- 
like men who aniedated him. As Jesus was the ideal of those who 
preceded him, so was the spiritual Christ the ideal of Jesus. Having al- 
ready seen the ideal Jesus, let us press forward to Jesus’ ideal, the Christ. 

There is but one moulder of character, and this one is the Christ 
Principle—our guide and pattern. All the means and methods of 
the world will not make us more spiritual, for “spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned,” Penance, sacrifice, and external observance, 
will not constitute one a child of God. Making clean the outside 
of the platter does not purify the inward thought. Building the 
tombs of the prophets and garnishing the sepulchres of the righteous 
—that is, perpetuating the dead things of the past, and brightening 
them up with the beliefs of'the present, do not bestow upon man the 
fruits of the Spirit. The seclusion of monastery or convent will 
never keep one unspotted from the world, or equip him with the 
power of spirituality. Monkish robes or priestly chaplet will not 
protect one from the mental pollen, wafted throughout the 
realm of thought. Church sacrament, baptism, or the masses of 
a nation will not destroy mental moth and rust, or prevent the pil- 
fering thieves of carnal sense from entering the precincts of our 
thought. All these worldly measures and man made systems have 
been weighed in the balance and found wanting. Dealing with the 
effect, they fail to reach the inner life, which 7s the character; hence 
they should be abandoned, and more positive means employed, ere 
man can be restored to his normal condition, manifesting the God- 
like nature given him at his creation. 

In Science, we learn that spiritual man is the image and likeness 
of God; that he bears the impress of Spirit’s seal, and, like a mirror, 
reflects the wholeness of the Divine Principle in whom he lives, 
moves, and has his being. ‘To realize this sublime fact is to annul 
the decrees of earth, and to place man under the control of Spirit, 
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without tne necessity of struggling for his birthright. It requires no 
exertion to become God's child; man, in his spiritual selfhood, is 
already that, and needs but to recognize and claim what is his. 
Recognition is the mental mirror upon whose surface is mirrored 
the infinitude of creation. To reveal the man of God's creating, 
we must mentally disabuse the consciousness of the garments of the 
fiesh, and ‘taking no thought for the body” let the mirror of the 
mind reflect the allness of God. 

In Paul's letter to the Corinthians, he states the true method of 
manifesting Christlikeness, ‘We all, with unveiled face, reflecting 
as a mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit” The 
conditions are stated: “With unveiled face, we are transformed into 
the same image.” What stronger proof could be furnished of man’s 
indissoluble relation to God, and of his divine sonship? “We all,” 
Paul declares,—not simp'y Jesus, but we a'l, with unveiled face, re- 
flect the glory of God. Marvelous and inspiring words are these. 
Christlikeness m full measure is promised to all who with unveiled 
face will appropriate this heavenly gift. The physical is the veil 
which hides from us the glories of spiritual perception, and which 
Jesus—through spiritual recognition—rent from top to bottom, 
thereby manifesting “the glory of the Lord.” 

To become Christlike we must make the Christ-Truth the subject 
of constant meditation. So engrossed niust we Le with the spiritual 
facts of life that no room will be left in thought for the errors of 
carnahty. To know the Truth compels us to reflect the Truth ; thus 
the spiritual consciousness will be outwardly manifested, and, by 
its expression, will obliterate the defects which now hide the perfect 
reflection of the Infinite. 


THE DETERMINING BASIS. 


‘The teachings of Science, by which things are resolved into 
thoughts, and man is found to be individually responsible for his 
environment—which is only his thought manifested—lead to the 
conclusion that poverty is an abnormal condition induced by man 
himself, and in no sense a disciplinary dispensation of God. The 
Father ever says to His children, “Son, all that I have is thine,” 
and “ All things are yours”—yet poverty abounds on every hand, and 
even the financially rich are dissatisfied and unhappy. To 2 
thoughtful man the question naturally arises, ‘* If man possesses all 
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the universe by virtue of being the child of God, why this universal 
want?” 

Considered scientifically, the answer is not hard to find. Exter- 
nal poverty is due to poverty of thought,—to the failure to realize 
what man is and what he has, and to an unwillingness to look upon 
all things as spiritual rather than material. In short, the basis of 
human thought being physical, and hence fluctuating and transient, 
al! outward conditions are changing and unsatisfactory; and since it 
is the basis of thought which controls the dominant aspect of external 
expressions, the basis itself must be constitutionally remedied ere 
hoped for changes in our condition and in the world can be 
assured. 

_ The divine promise, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you,” will be 
honored by Him who holds the universe in the hollow of His hand, 
the instant we comply with the simple condition of its fulfillment. 
‘The intrinsic worth of the universe will become ours whenever we 
make the basis of our thought spiritual, recognizing all realities as 
spiritual and perfect. God is ever present, manifested in every good 
thing, and there is no excuse why all should not be conscious of the 
divine abundance. 
A dual basis of thought will produce a double manifestation, for 
if our thought is‘equally divided between matter and Spirit, the pre- 
sent expression of life will continue —a material basis and a spiritual 
goal. Moreover, the spiritual aspect of the combination will be 
aloft—remote in the skies or in the future, because the spiritual is 
ever the higher sense and extends upward. Yet the basis of life— 
the plane upon which we dwell—will be physical, because the physi- 
cal is the lower sense and naturally tends downward. A conception 
of both Spirit und matter as real will inevitably lead to this result. 
On the other hand, a change of thought to the realization of Spirit 
as all, will produce a change of base and a consequent change of 
environment ; Spirit will become the base and matter the illusory, 
instead of matter the base and Spirit the illusory, as is the present 
constitution of existence. Thus are we transformed by the “‘re- 
newing of our minds.” 

‘The great secret of life is to have but one foundation of thought, 
and that one spiritual, and to stand thereon regardless of the powers 
that seem to be, which endeavor to allure one from the true path. 
‘To have but the one foundation is to marshal into line all of the 
joys of the universe, and to become the recipient of the divine 
riches, which are boundless. It cannot be otherwise, for the found- 
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i ought being perfect, the combination formed on this ba- 
peed i in actord wath the fundamental and hence effects will be 
as the premise. “ y 

A ‘oint heir with Christ is man to the heavenly heritage, but ae 
will be ours in realization only as we make Spirit the basis o} 
our thought, ‘The good is always of Ged, and if we ask, and ca 
aright, we shall not receive a stone for bread or a serpent for * fs 
We should possess the good, and that thought which declares t! ae 
it is not for us, is of evil, for God has said, “Behold, all is good. 
The good that we see should be ours, while we look upon it “ 
coming from God and not view it from the standpoint of matter. ae 
is the sense of evil we must rid ourselves of, if we would take 

ssession of our permanent wealth, and demonstrate that heaven 

within. : 
Fs Line oe tributary streams of a river, which all meet inone general 
flow making their way tothe ocean, so all the thoughts of man noe 
in the general flow of his thoughts—the river of his mind ; an i 
that flow is spiritual, the tributary streams will combine in spiritua! 
consciousness, all uniting in the great ocean of Immortality. 





NOT PERSONAL BUT INDIVIDUAL. 


reaking away from the conventional belief ina personal God, or 
sciueon Deity, aaa understanding God as Divine Principle, ie 
is danger that Scientists may go to the other extreme of thoug t, 
and take the ground held by certain metaphysicians who dec! Fa 
that there can be no defined God—no self-conscious Deity, but that 
the only God that exists is an abstract sense of goodness, Raving no 
manifestation apart from its relative expression In man, + e ang: 
ments leading to this conclusion are apparently logical and scientifi- 
cally permissible, but the adoption of them is most langerons ae 
spiritual growth, even tending to absolute atheism. To offset t is 
tendency, if such there be among our readers, we present merely 
one suggestion for consideration, leaving to you its unfol sad ee 
If the combined thought of the corporeal and the spiritual oon d 
manifest such a being as the Nazarine—* without spot or blemis! 7 
evincing the harmony and power ascribed to him, and from a ae 
basis, think you that the combined thought of spiritual man, on rans 
chised completely from the influences of the flesh, will noe ie ‘olc 
in defined and communicative embodiment the Creator of the uni- 
verse which is, was, and ever shall be? 
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Inasmuch as Spirit—God, is all and in all, the visible expression 
of Him will rema:n obscured until the basis of all thought is seen to 
be perfect, for it must take the combined realization of all to ob- 
serve all, and thus only the entirety of thought can manifest Him. 
So long as one individual thought of man is at variance with Spirit, 
the recognition of God will be obscured to all, for if there be one 
divergent thought it cannot be other than your own, and this one 
will screen your Father from you. When the Father and child are 
one—one in thought and expression, as well as in essence, will not 
this union reveal God to the children of God? Is not this the 
truth taught by John when he says, “ When He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Himas He is?” Jesus suggested the 


same thought in his words, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God.” 


THE FEMININE THOUGHT. 


One of the strongest evidences of the liberation and advance of 
thought in this century is the position of woman at the present time. 
This is pre-eminently a woman's age, for while, only a few years ago, 
her sphere was contine.l to the house or the school, now she is re- 
cognized and respected in business and professional circles. She is 
admitted to the bar, and her powers of judgment and keen mental 
insight are envied by her professional contemporaries. In the pul- 
pit she has already commanded respect by her exposition of the 
word of Truth, and under her moral influence sin, sickness and 
death are lessened, prophesying of the time when these enemies of 
life shall become annihilated. “In the field of medicine she has won 
golden honors, and it is freely admitted that under her bucyancy 
and gentleness tle sick are stimulated beyond the potency of the 
remedies she administers, Every fair-minded observer must admit 
that woman is fast taking the reins of prudential economy into her 
hands to the end that a radical change for the improvement of the 
race be consummated. For whatever she is fitted to do, she now 
finds the opportunity, whereas, only a few years ago, she was but the 
creature of man's will. 

This change in the position of woman is not because of superior 
executive or acvisory ability, but because she is the outward 
representative cf a higher aspect of mental life. From the 
standpoint that ‘all is Mind,” the preference seemingly extended 
to the feminine side of humanity loses its personal aspect, and isseen 
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10 be but a higher mental endowment enjoyed by all. It represents 
a higher spiritual consciousness infused into all of the departments of 
active life; it is a renovating thought, purging alike the law, com- 
mercial life, the home, the pulpit and the healing issues of daily ex- 
istence, ‘The woman's movement is the external picture of a higher 
intuitive thought—the manifestation of the femininity of Mind, yet 
the masculine quality of thought is as essential to the higher devel- 
opment as the feminine, for both are requisite to the manifestation 
of the whole. ‘The climax of thought is reached when the masculine 
and feminine join to unfold the spiritual sense of life and being. 
Studied from this standpoint, the two are made one, and what Truth 
hath joined together no man can separate. Therefore, the present 
feminine advance will be seen to bea condition of Mind in which 
sex enters not, but in which the gender of Mind becomes the life 
giving quality of thought, unfolding the beauty of a celestial 
government in which equity and peace will reign supreme. 





MAN'S SENSE OF SIN. 


The question is often asked, “Ts it not wrong to say there is no 
sin?’ From a strictly scientific standpoint it certainly is wrong, be- 
catise to declare there is ro sin is to be conscious of sin. ‘To an 
absolutely sinless person no sense of sin exists. ‘That is to say, such 
an one cannot recognize the belief of sin either in himself or in 
another, and so will not declare against that of which he has no 
consciousness. Therefore, to the thought of one who recognizes 
sin in another, some sense cf sin st'll exists, for there must be some- 
thing responsive to the supposed error in his brother in order to re- 
cognize even the semblance ofsin. Itissaid of God that “He is 
too pure to behold iniquity”"—to dehold it} Therefore, the behold- 
ing of it is evidence of the sense of it, and it is a sin to even behold 
it. “To the pure all things are pure,” therefore to the pure-minded 
no consciousness of sin is apparent. ‘Could God make such a decla- 
ration as “There is no sin”? Would this not be evidence of His re- 
cognition of it? 

In first John it is written, “If we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” This philosophy is 
applicable to the question under discussion, for if we can conceive 
of having no sin, we surely do deceive ourselves, for the very con- 
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ception of even the absence of sin i i 
€ is proof of in i i 
mice ae of i” presence in our thought. pietaicdunrec: 
n reality there exists no sin, and the seeming i: i 
ea ; i ming is but the indivi 
Tecoenidion of it, whether discovered in self or in caw te 
pri i: all iat he ee It makes no difference where sin is 
I , it is in the thought of the one who recognizes ii i 
is the reason why God cannot recognize i pr ees fare br 
1 c : izeit. He istoo 
it. The sin and the sinner are oe i dam 
one, and until there is n i 
remote or local, can we honest} "de | i gps ba 
there is none ; 
then we cannot make such a d cargiions et pa 
eclaration for t 
Bopdness woud not permit of the declaration. vrata 
‘ancy a dream, in which we dream of sin and asi 
; Ly a ; asinner. 
a the sin, in the object of our dream or in the dreamer? Ps a 
bg ne dream we see one in sickness, in whom is the idk tieas ee 
ee object ot our dream or in the dreamer? Whose dream are he, 
= er asi Er Donapely this to daily life, for the pictures rf 
: 2 reams every one of them—and 
cause of all discord is apparen’ a oe 
ee pparent, for the dream and the dreamer are 
In reality, there is nothin, i 
dar hing to destroy, but until all appr. i 
= pee acl by the Spe cee, rather than by the rb lg oa 
|, they must abrogate the sense of . 
God—Good. ‘This work mu: eolualiy ant a oo oe 
. st be done individually and i 
-way and until we cease to find motes i ots oe eae 
: i n our brother's i 
be i Pe done in casting out the beam in our own oe lai 
wot ec] are that all things are good and then criticise seemin 
on nS ers is the climax of inconsistency, for if all thin weit 
Suy 89 ‘ to such an one, how can aught but goodness be perived > 
ees t has the one who sees nothing but goodness to perceive i 
= sa a eacied srron and what is it that perceives the error? Is 
nse of absolute goodness? If it is, why does i 
rather than condemn, since th Lobes ein dain oe 
a , e nature of goodness is to d i 
even as light destroys darkness, by vi i cay? ae 
: ys , by virtue of its suprema 
WHEE eee er - fe bi ie that which destoye it oe Ged 
it that the declaration, based on unde i 
rst 
om puneeaiaey of eee subserves to the souibilation of ail 
vil, and that the negative thought engend i 
we are forced to declare that so lon (parca ete 
a § 1g as we are conscious of ext 
error, there must be internal individual si: d aig 
be done in ridding ourselves of i air ix ate  ataeg. a 
of it. If only he who is wi i 
would cast the first stone, no one would ier be Mare birt. 
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SPIRITUAL SUPREMACY. 


Jesus’ words to Peter, ‘* Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven,” immediately following Peter’s spiritual 
recognition of the Master as “the Christ, the son of the living 
God,” contrast the permanency of Spirit with the fleeting nature of 
mortality. They teach that what we once gain the mastery over 
from the standpoint of spiritual understanding, remains a victory 
forever, ‘Thus when once the nothingness of physical things is dis- 
cerned, they can never again manifest themselves to us, for the con- 
sciousness that can annihilate them must forever prevent their re- 
currence. Whatsoever we bind, therefore, of mortality, is forever 
bound. Again, whatever of spirituality we discern is eternal ; there- 
fore, whatsoever we loose on earth, or destroy the human apprehen- 
sion of, is loosed in heaven. A spiritual consciousness once gained 
stands forever a tower of defence against error’s invasions, and is 
an eternal revealer of spiritual glory. 





HEALING AN EFFECT. 


The application of the principle that the effect must be of the 
same nature as the cause, makes evident the fact that we are never 
advanced spiritually through the measures of the world or by the 
fulfilling of the demands of the flesh, Hence, the belief that the 
inception of spiritual truth was due to the alleviation of some bodily 
discomfort cannot be true, and is based only upon the evidence of 
the flesh, It was the upward tendency of our thought which led 
to the recognition of the fact that Christianity is a demonstrable 
Science, but the instant this realization was reached, the highest 
claim of the flesh usurped the spiritual consciousness, making us 
believe the healing all important, thus giving 4 material basis to 
our thought. In reality, the healing was but the outward ex- 
pression of the withdrawal of the thought from the body, or physi- 
cal plane, and was the effect, not the cause, of spiritualization of 
thought. Thus the sense of coming into Christian Science through 
its healing is a false sense, a usurpation by the physical of the 
power belonging to the spiritual. Strictly speaking, the healing did 
not Jead in the slightest degree to the acceptance of the Truth, but 
followed the resurrected thought as an effect. 
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THE WORKS OF THE SCRIBE. 


The interview of the Scribe with Jesus presents one of the most 
convincing proofs found in the Bible of the opposition of the spint- 
ual to the physical. The Scribe had followed Jesus as he went 
about ministering to the sufferings of the people and, consequently, 
had witnessed many wonderful deeds of the Nazarene, These mani- 
festations of power drew from the Scribe the exclamation, “ Master, 
I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.” In reply, Jesus said, 

The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
son of man hath not where tolay his head.” This is allthe account 
given of the wonderful interview and, in itself, it seems but a passing 
incident ; yet no event in the Master's life is more replete with reve- 
lation than this short conversation when properly understood. 

_Jesus represents that pure thought of intelligence which recog- 
nizes the spiritual as the all in all, while the Scribe is typical of the 
educated thought of mortality, the intellectual perception of the uni- 
verse, which sees in the physical the all important, disdaining the 
spiritual. In this interview the highest error and the most sublime 
Truth meet—the Scribe, a stickler for the physical, and Jesus, the 
defender of the spiritual. In bold challenge the material thought 
says, “TI will follow, in imitation, the spiritual in all things, making 
visible to the senses a perverted picture of each resurrected ideal. 
I will go as high physically as the perfect idea of God can go spirit- 
ually.” To this boast the spiritual makes reply, ‘That which is 
physical, be it low like the burrowing fox’s hole, or high as the nests 
of the birds, is opposed to the spiritual and is therefore not of God.” 
Then, referring to himself as the perfect idea of God, he says, *« But 
the son of man hath not where to lay his head,” meaning that the 
spiritually minded can find no resting place in a physical world. In 
all illusions, from the Darwinian theory which burrows downward 
into physical life for evidence of man’s origia, up to the transcen- 
dental systems of modern philosophy which reach out into the prov- 
ince of the symbolical, the true idea finds no permanent abiding 
place, for all rest upon a physical basis. 

Throughout all departments of materiality we see the Scribe in his 
attempt to follow the resurrected thought of man. Not anadvanced 
idea is born to humanity, but that the Scribe embodies it physically, 
be it person or otherwise. In art we see the Scribe bringing out 
more beautiful designs and expressing more symmetry and skill, as 
the mind of man develops into the realms of the finer life. In litera- 
ture also we witness the Scribe at work, infusing through fiction and 
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fable metaphysical ideas which distract the thought from the true 
Science of being. New interpretations of the Scriptures are gaining 
favor, wonderful revelations of heretofore unknown writers are being 
uncovered, which, however, are but the offspring of the higher at- 
tenuation of mortal mind, and all colored with apparent ideas tres- 
passing upon Christian Science, yet departing gradually from its 
high tenor and therefore subtle in the extreme. In philosophical re- 
search we still see the Scribe keeping pace with the higher develop- 
ments of thought, offering his theosophical and psychological as- 
sumptions in lieu of spiritual facts. Also in the religious realm we 
recognize him, as he offers to the world sublime and fantastic emo- 
tions in place of understanding born of Truth. 

Well has the Scribe maintained this position in the physical world, 
and true to his promise has he been. Faithfully has he followed the 
advancing thought of man, manifesting to the world a physical em- 
bodiment for every mental ideal conceived. Inviting the world to 
offer homage to his expressed imitations, he clothes everything in the 
flesh, and to discriminate between the actuating motive and the 
Scribe’s expression of it requires the greatest wisdom and spiritual 
perception. “Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest” 
is the perennial cry of error. “Just as high as you go spiritually, I 
will follow materially, and will tempt the world to kneel at my feet 
rather than to trust that which is unseen,” is the constant threat 
of the material thought as it moulds into expression the things that 
belong wholly to Spirit. Every new invention, every new political 
movement, every national and international controversy, every won- 
derful discovery, every production or change in the universe, cog- 
nized by the external senses, are but the manifestations of the 
Scribe, bringing to view his counterfeit of the spiritual trend of 
thought. Yet the works of the Scribe are of short duration, for the 
ever-progressing thought annihilates them, one by one, to make 
room for still higher expressions. The spiritual, being good, accu- 
mulates to itself the good of the universe, leaving the erroneous 
things created by the Scribe to bury themselves. When the goal of 

rfect understanding is reached and the One Mind is recognized 
as the all in all, then the Scribe himself will fall never to rise again, 
while intelligence will gain the supremacy over the intellectual. 

Look about you and observe the workings of the Scribe, As 
mind develops and a higher influx of spiritual light bursts upon man, 
the physical light dons a more brilliant aspect, while candle and 
crude oil, kerosene and gas light, all wane before the brightness of 
the present electric light. With Christian Science—the highest spirit- 
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ual light yet revealed to man—has come the Scribe’s manifestation 
in electricity. Each successive light has displaced its predecessor, 
making itself the lord of all until deposed by its superior. In the 
electric light we hear the breathing of the Scribe as he sputters forth 
the words, burning himself out in his endeavor to imitate the higher 
spiritual illumination ‘‘Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest;” but his voice is growing perceptibly feebler, for, the more highly 
he attenuates himself, the less he has to support him, and the nearer 
he is to his own end. Limited from the beginning, because his base 
is limitation, his expressions, though legion, are numbered, and 
aapidly is he approaching the final end of his worthless mortal 
ings. 

_ The Scribe and the Master must meet again—the Master to prove 
his mastery over the Scribe, who will follow no more. Hence, it 
needs no prophet to foretell that, as mind advances and sheds abroad 
a brighter glow within the heart of man, the outward light will con- 
form itself to the clearer thought and grow in lustre, until Christ, 
the light of the world, shall appear, before whom the lesser lights 
must disappear. 

_Look at our modes of transit, and note how they have increased 
with the liberated thought of man, With every pulsation of the 
massive locomotive, we hear the voice of the Scribe, “Master, I will 
follow theé withersoever thou goest. Just as fast as the mind of 
man is released spiritually, I will release him physically.” Ris- 
ing to the understanding of the omnipotency and omnipresence of 
Truth, we see it photographed in phenomena. Condensation of 
space is only the external portrayal of the liberated thought of man, 
and as mind expands, rapid transit will increase. Recently while 
delivering a lecture in Philadelphia, I had among my auditors some 
parties who came from Pittsburgh, and who covered the distance in 
a few short hours. A resident of the city said he remembered when 
Market Street was covered with bill posters announcing, ‘Only 
eight days to Pittsburg!” Whatachange! From eight days to 
only a few short hours in a few years! A generation ago the Scribe 
held the reins of the steeds who flew over the ground between Phila- 
delphia and Pittsburg, and to-day he holds the throttle of the massive 
iron horse as it flies through the country, covering the same distance 
in a few hours. 

Yet as wonderful as our present system of railroading seems to 
the mind of to day, a generation wili rise who will laugh as heartily 
at our present systems of transit, as we now laugh at the primitive 
days of our ancestors. Our present time table will be as great a 
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curiosity to coming posterity as would one of the bill posters which 
adorned the streets of Philadelphia be tous. Even at this hour the 
daily papers are announcing the formation of a great aerial naviga- 
tion company, capitalized at $20,000,000 and already making experi- 
ments in transportation by air ships, Do you not see the signi- 
ficance of this new invention? As Science is proclaiming to the 
world the power of Mind, that it is limitless and unfettered by space 
or time, the Scribe has again appeared upon the scene with his en- 
ticing imitations, and is once more following his Master—spirituality, 
rising above the physical counterfeits into the attenuated atmosphere 
of mortal mind; but this mechanical bird of the air, starting from a 
material foundation, is doomed to return to the dust whence it 
came, 

Again in the art department of the world’s warehouse witness the 
manifestations of the Scribe. Beautiful pictures which a few years 
ago could not have been produced for millions of money, can to-day 
be bought for a mere bagatelle. A generation ago the artistic 
Christmas cards, even the advertising cards which we pass unnoticed 
upon the street, were not within the possibility of man’s achievment, 
but, with the risen thought, these things of the senses become mani- 
fest. Look at our printing appliances: In the time of Franklin it 
took days to print one paper, the type being handled and printed 
separately ; now through the inventive genius of man, over fifty thou- 
sand papers can be printed per hour upon the modern presses. Thus 
the law of progress demands that all the highest mortal achievements 
must return to the dust whence they came that their fitter successors 
may be manifest. In fact every expression of the senses as it is 
brought to view comes but to whisper in man’s ear that it is useless, 
and that its death is its only success. 

Man, the full representative of God, is the master of the world, 
and in the degree that he advances in thought beyond the senses, 
will the works of the Scribe sink into nothingness. The death of 
every expression of the senses is its highest good, for its death is the 
resurrection of a still higher embodiment until all of the expressions 
of the senses vanish and Spirit is crowned the Lord of all. Then 
Jesus, the Christ, will no longer be followed by the Scribe, but all 
that is, will be seen to be spiritual and perfect, having no opposite 
expression. 
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SOCIAL QUESTIONS. 


The greatest social questions of the age are the reformation of the 
sinful, the elevation of the degraded, the destruction of sickness, and 
the prevention of the spread of poverty and crime. —Philanthro- 
pists are asking, ‘ What shall we do with the children of the tene- 
ment house districts, a majority of whom are born in sin and cradled 
in wickedness?” “How shall we reform criminals and prevent 
drunkenness ?” While noble-hearted men and women all over the 
world are devoting lives and fortunes to the solution of these serious 
and practical problems, it is well for Scientists to consider the sub- 
ject, and to do all in their power to bring about that universal con- 
dition of health and holiness for which all Christendom is unitedly 
working. 

A broad and comprehensive glance over the field of public and 
private charities and missionary enterprises, taking into considera- 
ation the multitude of workers engaged therein and the millions of 
dollars annually expended, is calculated to sadden and discourage. 
To discourage, we say, for while methods of work are steadily growing 
more systematic and effective, and while much permanent good is 
being accomplished in the education of the children of the poor and 
the general improvement of the condition of the unfortunate, yet the 
results are far from commensurate to the means employed. The 
sum total of philanthropic labors seem to be ameliorative rather 
than renovative. While conditions are made better, the root cause 
of the conditions remains untouched. Hence the general work of 
reformation is no nearer completion than when begun, and unless a 
change of methods is brought about, organizations will continue to 
vainly grapple with these questions, as they have done for hundreds 
of years. 

From the basis of Science, understanding that all is mind, we see 
the cause of past failures. Like the Pharisees of old, though froma 
worthier motive, philanthropists are striving to make clean the out- 
side of the platter, instead of purifying the inward thought. Exter- 
nal conditions have been looked upon as entities complete in them- 
selves, having no specific relation tothe mind which recognizes and 
ainis to improve them. Hence the superficial and transitory nature 
of the majority of reforms. To gain successful and abiding results. 
a complete change of base must be effected. The work must be 
done thoroughly and scientifically, understanding all outward ex- 
pressions as mental conditions existing in the consciousness which 
apprehends them. The various pictures of wretchedness and crime 
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are only the portraitures of the belief of man’s origin as physical, 
and have no reality apart from the mind that conceives them, since 
“to the pure, all things are pure.” Hence they are the product of 
impurity or physical beliefs, and to dissipate them requires inward 
renovation, not so much in those through whom they seem to be 
manifested, as in those who recognize them. Since it is the thought 
which is conscious of them, the individual purification of thought, 
through understanding of the life which is spiritual, must antidote 
and wholly destroy their expression to the senses. From this point 
of view, the difficult problem becomes a most simple one. The 
mental annihilation of sickness, sin, and death must efface their out- 
ward manifestation, and to bring about this mental annihilation we 
have but one consciousness to deal with—our own. When in our 
own thought we discern only the real, which is the good, then will 
all social problems be solved and all men seen to be pure and per- 
fect. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE NATURAL. 


From the dawn of mortal belief and especially during the last cen- 
tury, physical science has endeavored to prove matter the only ex- 
istence and the origin of all life. Ignoring spiritual causation, it 
presents one material theory after another to account for creation, 
only to abandon it with deeper investigation. ‘Thus the fruitless 
search continues and man, accepting or trying to accept the various 
conclusions of physical science, is, like Jacob, prostrated upon the 
plains, for human reason, based upon the hypothesis of organic mat- 
ter, has prostrated him upon the plains of Haran (barrenness), bring- 
ing him to the lowest condition of belief. He has sought for the 
cause of life in inert, unintelligent matter and has not found it, and 
now lies upon his back in the desert, slumbering to the true sense of 
life, with nothing but a stony pillow (materiality) to rest upon. 

The meaning of the word Jacob is supplanter, and an apt type is 
he of so-called natural science which declares man’s origin physical. 
Deep, dark night settles upon such a thought, as in the desert of 
mortality and unproductiveness it gathers the stones of that condi- 
tion, seeking repose in the conviction that man, the monarch of the 
universe—is an offspring of dust. Surely such a thought is a sup- 
planter, displacing Truth with the most flagrant error, and causing 
man to look below, instead of above, for the source of all things. 
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Yet from out this fruitless condition, to the thought longin is 
faction, there arises the ladder of Divine Scieace mee ue 
the way and directing to God supreme over all. Here is the solu- 
tion of true being and of man’s relation to his Creator, and, weary 
with the futile attempt of physical science to discover the germ of 
life in matter, man hears the words, “This is none other than the 
gate to heaven—surely God is in this place and I knew it not,” and 
with the awakening thought of Divine Science, is seen the uplifting 
ladder of spiritual thought, rising above the puerile things of sense to 
the fullness of the divine glory. ‘Then the true way is discerned 
and up from the sterile plains and from the stony conditon, man 
rises to the consciousness of his spiritual nature; and with this reali- 
zation, Jacob—the supplanter—becomes Israel, soldier of God, and 
man is recognized as the child of God and monarch of the world. 

From this standpoint, as an interpreter of man’s nature and his 
relation to his Creator, Christian Science is seen to be natural 
science and so-called natural science is repudiated as unnatural 
science. There is no other way under heaven whereby the true 
sense of life can be gained save by the utter divorcement from the 
things of time and sense, and the awakening to the consciousness 
that we are spiritual, being joint heirs with Christ to the heavenly 
inheritance, and reflecting the power of Infinity. ‘This is the true 
and natural science, which shall neutralize all the material theories 
of the universe, revealing to man the grand fact that he is a “soldier 
of God” and no longer a Jacob. 


A MENTAL QUESTION. 


With the recognition through Science that all is good, the young 
student is often confronted with this mental query: “If all things 
are good, why are not medicines good?” By meeting the question 
with the first principles of Science, the difficulties will readily vanish. 

In John’s gospel it is declared that God made all that was made 
and without Him was not anything made that was made. Again, 
Paul teaches that the flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit 
against the flesh because these are contrary, one to the other. 
These two statements being in apparent opposition to each other, 
forces the warrantable conclusion that matter—flesh—cannot be 
other than a perverted conception of Spirit, since the same causa- 
tive Principle cannot create opposite conditions whose tendency is 
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in refutation of previous expressions. The power that can subvert 
an error would have prevented the primal expression of it. 

Thus considering the similar nature of cause and effect, we are 
led to conclude that matter has no legitimate existence and cannot 
be rightly classified in the category of spiritual creations, or as the 
handiwork of God. It is most unlike the character of God and can 
in no way manifest the Being whom it in every sense repudiates. 
Arriving at this conclusion, it is obvious that all the evolutions of 
materiality are erroneous, from the standpoint of Spirit, and incom- 
patible with Spirit’s law, tending to usurp divine prerogatives and to 
vitiate the truth of being. _ . 

Medicine being an offspring of matter, or of the belief in materi- 
ality, must be injurious, and produce the opposite effect to its pur- 
ported promise, for the foundation of its existence being intrinsically 
fallacious, it must perforce be detrimental. Hence medicines do 
not and cannot heal. ‘They simply make a pretense to heal, but 
utterly fail in the effort. The relief they seemingly give is but a 
mesmeric condition induced by belief in the curative system, or an 
outward influence centralized on the patient by the doctor or more 
potent thought of friends. All the healing purported to be wrought 
through medicines is only a change of thought in which the medicine 
exercised no real power. The power lay in the thought which be- 
lieved in the medicine. The only tendency of medicine is to alien- 
ate from God-—that sure remedy of Truth, which forgiveth all our 
iniquities and healeth all our diseases, 


ICONOCLASM OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 


In reviewing the history of the Christian, Church, we find that 
from the time of Jacob who commanded his household to “put 
away the strange gods” which were among them, down to the 
present age, every tendency to idol worship has been followed by 
an iconoclastic movement, carried on sometimes by individuals, 
sometimes by sects and parties, but tending always to the overthrow 
of symbolism and superstition, and to the establishment of a purer 
type of religion. : 

The iconoclastic movements of reform are not confined to the 
Church, but are operative in every branch of worldly knowledge, 
and the demolishment of the idols of ignorance and folly is con- 
stantly taking place in thought. Thus superstitions of all kinds, 
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from religious fanaticism to scientific fallacies and nursery extra- 
vagancies, have been largely overthrown, and the time seems not 
far distant when every false image shall be destroyed and only Reality 
remain. 

The present ecclesiastical ferment, so prevalent in all of the 
denominations of the day, is the result of the iconoclastic leaven 
which is leavening the whole lump of thought. Creeds are being 
revised as too narrow for the liberated thought of man, while the 
coercive measures of the Church of the past are being replaced 
with the inalienable right of individual decision in religious affairs. 
Progressive preachers are repudiating the conservatism of the Fathers, 
and in consequence thereof are themselves repudiated by those in 
authority for honestly expounding what they deem to be true; yet 
the result of all these disturbing elements is the destruction of some 
false idols and a permanent gain in knowledge. 

In this crusade against the false images which have been set 
up in the name of religion, Christian Science is a most important 
agent, for it strikes directly at the cause rather than at the idolized 
effect, as is the case with most systems of moral reform. Standing 
upon the. hypothesis that “all is Mind”, it finds for every outward 
manifestation an inward cause, and thus by the mental renovating 
process the visible idol is overthrown, the iconoclasm of know- 
ledge fast destroying the images erected by ignorance. 

A glance at the wake of Christian Science reveals some of the 
gigantic ido's it has laid low and forever demolished :—First, by the 
Inculcation of the great truth that God is all and that He is good, 
it destroys the idolatrous belief that there is an antagonistic power 
to God, termed evil. It not only declares that God is not the 
author of evil, but shows that evil has no entity, being but a sub- 
jective state of mind, depending upon its reception into the thought. 
Hence it belongs only to mortality and is unknown to God, who is 
too pure to behold iniquity. ‘Therefore, Christian Science not only 
directs the thought away from this idol of human fear, but absolutely 
demolishes it with the assurance that the Good alone is real. 

Sickness, sin and death are other idols that Christian Science 
lays in the dust as incompatible with the edicts of God, who pro- 
nounced his creation “very good.” ‘The understanding of the 
supremacy of life must destroy the elements of death, or else life - 
is not supreme. The realization of eternal perfection must anni- 
hilate the contra sense of imperfection, or of what moment is per- 
fection? The consciousness of the supremacy of goodness is bound 
by virtue of its supremacy to abolish sin, or else of what worth is 
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goodness? By so realizing the power of Truth, the idols of super- 
stition and fear must go down. 

Again, the deification of a personal God as the supreme Deity 
is still another idol overthrown by the iconoclastic movement so 
paramountly expressed in Christian Science. The fact that God 
is omnipotent and o nnipresent precludes the possibility of His per- 
sonality, in the sense of being a corporeal being, evincing human 
proclivities. That God is individual Christian Science maintains, 
but that He is organic it denies as inconsistant with the law of Spirit. 
The mind that conceives God as personal merely enthrones a 
humanized deity in thought—a picture made in the likeness of its 
own false sense of physical personality. Such idols are erected 
only to be overthrown by the progressive thought which advances 
the world. 

Another idol which Christian Science shatters is the belief in a 
personal devil, showing that the only devil that ever existed is a 
physical sense of man, which is the direct opposite of the true fact 
of being that man is spiritual. The demolishment of this idol over- 
throws also its many minions, and penance, self-abnegation, sacrifice 
and fear are annihilated with the deposition of this gigantic image 
of the human mind. The destruction of fear and of the supposition 
of alienation from God must produce the conscious sense of His 
omnipresence and supremacy. All things are good when viewed 
from the understanding of Spirit, for Spirit being intrinsicaily good, 
from such a standpoint evil ceases to exist. Behind each object of 
vision is seen to be a holy of holies, and to rend the veil of false 
conception—the fleshly belief—is to reveal the divine Shekinah. 
The belief in a loca) heaven passes away from one who thus views 
realities, and heaven is seen to be an harmonious consciousness from 
which has been expunged all fear and preferences, and into which 
discord cannot enter. 

Another of the idols Christian Science excludes from the 
thought of man is the physical self, possessing life and power inde- 
pendent of God. Most forcibly does Christian Science declare that 
man is the image and likeness of God, and therefore spiritual; and, 
since matter is not the image and likeness of Spirit, the personal 
self cannot be the true man, and cannot be other than a perverted 
sense of man. Scientifically considered, man is as spiritual to-day 
as ever he will be, and a recognition of this fact will destroy any 
antagonistic sense tending to refute this fact of true being. To 
understandingly hold to the truth of existence regardless of opposing 
suggestions, is to produce a permanent sense of man’s true relation 
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to God. Thus by destroying the belief of a physical self, a personal 
God, and a personal devil, the whole physical sense is found to pass 
away, producing the new heavens and the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, and wherein man reigneth as supreme 
over all. 

‘Thus it is seen that Christian Science is not only destructive 
but constructive, since for every idol cast down and out, it replaces an 
eternal reality of which the false was but the perverted sense. It 
recalls to man’s consciousness the joy he had with the Father before 
the world was, making forever permanent the substantial things of 
Spirit. With the emancipation of the mind from the idols of both 
secular and religious erection, it brings that sense of individual inde- 
pendence and absolute dominion which God bestows upon all of 
his children. It inspires the sense of freedom from the demands 
of the flesh, making man subservient to none but master over all, 
subordinate only to the will of God. 


THE TRUE GARMENT. 


The garment of thought with which we environ man decides 
our individual progression, assisting us to “put off the old man and 
his deeds” and to assimilate the fullness of the new man, who, 
renewed with spiritual understanding, rises to the dignity o spiritual 
nobility. By clothing the world with spiritual thoughts, we are 
clothed upon with the same garment, for the measure we mete to 
others is measured to us again. Whatever we concede man to be, 
that we are, and it is essential to perpetual harmony to esteem man 
in the highest possible degree, never ascribing to him conditions in- 
compatible with what the absolutely spiritual man should express. 
It is a grave mistake to concede man to be yet physical, but possess- 
ing the germ of future spirituality. Man can never overcome the 
conditions of the flesh until he is conscious that he never was in the 
flesh, for to expect future perfection is to admit present imperfection 
which of necessity entails upon man the conditions of imperfection, 
for “as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” In this connection, 
Paul’s words, “Now is the day of salvation” have a mighty force. 
What right have we to admit that man is less than what God de- 
clares him’to be, His “image and likeness?” and is not the mortal 
admission all there is of the abnormal conditions against which we 
so persistently contend? To simple protest against these expressions 
which we ourselves create is the “kingdom divided againstitself,”" which 
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must result in a fall, or lowering of thought to the human appre- 
hension of man instead of raising it to the divine. This human or 
physical conception it is which unclothes man, leaving him naked 
and ashamed before the questioning of the higher thought, “ Where 
—or in what condition—art thou?” 

The history of the Nazarene—the ideal man—bears record of 
a triple manifestation of Truth, representing the degrees of thought 
with which the religious world has clothed the ideal man, and show- 
ing the results following these different conceptions. First, as the 
manger infant he appeared, dressed in swaddling clothes ; again, as 
a youth, he was found in the temple at Jerusalem arguing with the 
religious instructors of the day; and finally, as a man, clothed in 
the robes of maturity—the seamless, undivided garment of spiritual 
reflection and divine understanding. In this latter condition he 
becomes a living embodiment of the true facts of life and being, 
which had been kept secret from the foundation of the world 
(physical belief). 

Since Jesus appeared during the sway of Judaistic belief, it is 
fair to assume that the ideal clothed in swaddling garments and born 
in the manger was all that Judaism could manifest of the true 
man. Hence the Judaistic conception was but the infancy of 
Truth, and no record remains of its ethical advancement, even as 
Biblical history records no record of Jesus’ childhood. The swad- 
dling clothes with which Judaism arrayed its infantile idea of true 
being represent the ritualistic garment of thought which impeded its 
progress. Clothing the ideal in such garments hinders the manifesta~ 
tion of life and growth, and only childish ideas spring from this con- 
ception. 

Yet this tiny ideal of true being survived and afterward ap- 
peared in the temple as a youth, disputing with the conventional 
leaders of thought. This picture represents an advancing, growing 
conception, which dares to question the decisions of the past and to 
unfold new and broader views of God and man. This condition 
finds an apt expression in Christianity, which has cast aside the con- 
fining garments of Judaism and arrayed Truth in a freer environ- 
ment. But even as a youth little is known of Jesus, showing that 
the work of Christianity still fails in the perfect manifestation of the 
Christ. Like the episode of Jesus in the temple, too much of its 
history is a record of controversy, rather than an exemplification of 
the truth of being. 

Finally we see Jesus as a man, demonstrating over the conditions 
of the world, walking the waves of sensuous beliefs, stilling the tem- 
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pests of passion, opening the eyes of the spiritually bli i 
the tongues of the spinttually mute, reaeetelag e phere 
spiritually deaf, raising dead faiths to living understanding, and 
Tesurrecting man from the tombs of mortal belief to the conscious- 
ness that he is a child of Infinity,. without spot or blemish. The 
latter garments with which the ideal man is clothed are the robes of 
Divine Science; that apprehension of man that concedes him to Le 
as perfect now as ever he was or as ever he will be, and which pro- 
tests against the doctrine of a fall. As a result of this divine con- 
Ssclousness, man is clothed with perfection and is strong to rise 
above the measures of the world. Through this mature conception 
the heavenly tie uniting man with his Creator is not lost, but distinct} 
traced to its final consummation in the Ascension. % 
With what garments do we clothe the ideal man? Do we know 
man to be without spot or blemish, reflecting all of the attributes of 
his heavenly Father, or have we clothed him in the lesser garments 
already described? Let us not forget that with whatever garments 
we enwrap him, we shall ourselves be enwrapped, manifesting the 
corresponding condition, Clothed in the robe of Divine Science 
man’s relation to God is clearly defined and the miracles accredited 
to the Nazarene become inwardly wrought in the demonstration of 
life and wholeness. _ Let us strive to consider man as a perfect off- 
spring of a perfect Principle. ‘Thus shall we find Divine Science 
the true garment, which so environs man in the folds of spiritualit 
that he shall find in this physical world “no place to lay his head.” 
Ritualistic beliefs hide the ideal man 3 inconsequent controversies 
screen the perfect concéption of God, but the understanding that 
man is perfect manifests the fullness of being, eternally uniting Prin- 
ciple and idea. This is the true garment—the wedding garment 
and whatever has not on this garment should be excluded from the 


thought, for only those having on the weddi i 
mitted into the heavenly Lagden, iceaiihiaieiliaihas) 





A HINT ON HEALING, 


While it is true that since all is perfect there is really nothing 
to heal, yet to the senses there seems to exist the need of healing, 
and this need is met through the realization of man’s perfection. 
To attain this realization of perfection is the highest aim of Christian 
BeienES) for this it is which destroys all sense of discord, sickness 

in. 
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To admit that sickness is a reality while attempting to destroy 
it, is inconsistent and illogical, for all reality is eternal, and such an 
attempt cin meet only with defeat. The unreality of all unlike 
God must be held strongly in mind and the thought turned to the 
contemplation of the Divine Perfection, which man reflects. Inas- 
much as all of the afflictions of mortality are but phenomenal 
expressions of thought, a higher thought must destroy them. It is 
the resurrected thought that destroys the lower belief, and unless a 
resurrection takes place, we can not advance the world or ourselves 
beyond the phenomena of the present. Existing conditions will 
continue and present beliefs will prevail, while the same pictures 
will unfold before our gaze until we lift the thought beyond ‘their 
expression. ‘If I be lifted up I will draw ail men unto me” em- 
phatically declares that, commensurate with the risen conception of 
the individual, will the world be raised above its present condition. 


SUPREMACY, NOT SUBORDINATION. 


Jesus’ words, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do, 
shall he do also, and greater works than these shall he do, should 
stimulate us to the attempted recognition of these “ greater works, 
that perchance we may rid ourselves of much that we now believe 
inevitable. : 

In reviewing the historic career of the Nazarene, may we not gain 
profit by the realization that he represents our present highest con- 
ception of the enfranchisement of man from the thraldom of the 
senses? If “allis mind,” it is but fair to conclude that Jesus is a 
condition of mind, in which case he must be a present condition of 
thought, inasmuch as our conception of him is a present one. Thus 
may not our idea of him be the only plan of salvation commensurate 
with our present apprehension of liberation from the senses? I 
am the way” he said, but far too often we are inclined to follow 
only the external apprehension of the true ideal, rather than the in- 
ward spiritual impulse. If the historical Nazarene is the inward 
Christ ideal made flesh, is it not our human conception of the ideal 
man that thus clothes him in the garments of mortality? If this be 
so, then mortality is responsible for the picture of the passion in a 
much more personal sense than we have heretofore believed, and the 
gauntlet that Jesus was compelled to run between popular religion 
on the one hand and bigotry and envy on the other, must be the ex- 
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ternal expression of the characteristics of the human mind. If we 
consider the Christ after the human sense of things, making the 
Word flesh, he is but a mortal conception ; but if, on the other hand, 
we esteem him from the standpoint of the ideal spiritual man, why 
do we associate the passion with him ? Surely, the ideal man should 
be seen coming in his glory with all the holy angels with him, then 
would he sit upon the throne of his glory, entirely freed from all 
conception of persecution and crucifixion. 

Thus we see that the picture of Jewish hate and malice showered 
upon the spotless one, is none other than the human conception of 
what the flesh is likely to do to the spiritual ideal. Reducing a 
spiritual ideal to a fleshly apprehension must of necessity environ him 
with the things inherent in the flesh. On the other hand, by rising 
above the beliefs of the flesh, through understanding of Truth, our con- 
ception of the ideal must be proportionately raised, and the thought of 
suffering and death blotted out forever, in our apprehension of the 
glorified and supreme Christ. If we are ever to become conscious 
of such dominion, then our present subjected condition must be but 
the result of a subordinated thought. The only begotten son of 
God is the sense of dominion, because the offspring of Supremacy 
must be the sense of dominion, but we clothe this higher ideal in the 
garments,of the flesh, thus compelling our ideal to run the gauntlet 
of sickness, sin and death, when by resurrecting him from out the 
confines of the flesh, we might perpetually behold him as 
having all dominion both in heaven and on earth, forever blotting 
from thought the picture of the cross and the Jewish persecution. 
It may yet be seen that the Jews were the chosen people of (iod to 
destroy the Auman apprehension of the ideal man, and that the cross 
is but our sense of loss, which the understanding of the Christ con- 
sciousness will forever dispell. Dominion can never come to us so 
long as we are conscious of subordination. The entire picture of the 
human Jesus and of the passion exists only in the human conscious- 
ness and will be obliterated as the mind of man is enfranchised from 
the subordinated conditions of the flesh. The picture is the rational 
result of combining idealism with materialism. 

“Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein” declare the Proverbs, 
and true is it that we conspire against ourselves, Believing in both 
the physical and the mental phases of mortal life compels us to run 
the gauntlet of both, when both might have been averted by the 
realization that man is eternally spiritual; not that he was and fell 
and. is again rising to his pristine condition, but that he is as spiritual 
to-day as ever he was, and that his present conception is a miscon- 
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ception, entailing upon him the exactly opposite conditions to what 
a purely spiritual realization of life and being would impose. The 
whole picture of mortal life, whether of the Nazarene or of another, 
is but a mortal concept, and must be annulled that the spiritual ap- 
prehension of man may come to all. 


A NEEDLESS DEMONSTRATION. 


Believing that every mortal physical embodiment has a corre- 
sponding mental phase compels as to meet again the things of the 
senses in a mental condition, and, inasmuch as we concede mind to 
be more potent than matter, the mentality of error entails upon us 
added sorrow and misery. This is a needless demonstration and 
can be averted only by the understanding that man is now a child 
of God. “Now are we the suns of God.” 

“Things are thoughts” declares Science and Health; hence it is 
obvious that mortal thoughts produce mortal things, and true also 
is it that if we had no mortal thoughts there would be no mortal or 
physical things. Mortality, then, is but a consciousness, and the 
physical world, instead of being an extrinsic entity, is only a sense 
which can be positively annihilated by a change of thought. We 
are not, scientifically speaking, obliged to meet mentally the condi- 
tions of the flesh, and if we do meet them, it is solely because we have 
ascribed power where no power belongs. Matter has no power, and 
can express only what we falsely ascribe to it. Moreover, the 
power which it seems to express is not in the object of our vision 
but in the thought of it, for external things are but manifested 
thoughts. Realizing that there is but one power precludes the need 
of demonstrating over a supposititious power. We must rest wholly 
on the conviction of the supremacy of Truth, and the chimerical 
and fictitious cliims of the senses will cease to be. “ Resting on 
the sustaining Infinite, to-day is big with blessing,” for it obliterates 
all that is unlike God. 

In order to assure our complete liberation from the thraldom of 
the senses, we must rely wholly on the spiritual facts of life and be- 
ing. Failure to so do will impose chastisement. To illustrate: if 
there were two planks, a rotten plank and a sound one, across a. 
chasm we were desirous of crossing, upon which plank would we 
venture? If we crossed upon the rotten plank, we would be sure 
to go down into the abyss below. If we placed one foot upon the 
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rotten plank and the other upon the sound plank, would we not go 
down just the same? In order to successfully cross the chasm it is 
necessary to put both feet upon the sound plank. Thus is it in cross- 
ing the chasm between mortality and immortality. Only as we rely 
wholly on the spiritual, the sound plank, can we cross in safety, If 
we rely wholly or in part on material evidence we shall utterly failin 
the spiritual apprehension of true being, for “spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned.” Nothing is gained by making concessions to 
matter in any degree. We simply heap up wrath against the day 
of wrath by so doing. Only by the realization that Spirit is all 
can we reach the spiritual shore, freed from the things of time and 
sense. ‘Then, and then only, will man be seen in the glory of the 
Father, reflecting and forever expressing the characteristics of Spirit. 
Mortality in all its multifarious phases, both physical and mental 

must be repudiated if we would rid ourselves of the afflictions 
of the flesh. Only in this way can Spirit become the all in all. 
Since Spirit is all, we see at once that the only gauntlet ot 
material belief we are compelled to run is the one that we ourselves 
create by attributing power to phantastic foes. A transference of 
power impels subordination, God has not placed us here as in a 
preparatory school from which we graduate into heaven. His child- 
ren need no preparation to be perfect when the Word created them 
perfect. We make our own errors and are victims to our own fears 
and self-created foes. In the Christian Science Journal for Septem- 
ber, 1890, Mrs. Eddy, in speaking of our enemies, says: “Even in 
belief you have but one, and this one enemy is yourself—your 
erroneous belief that you have enemies ; that evil is real ; that aught 
but good exists.” 

This is indeed true; we create our own foes and are compelled 
to cope with them, and commensurate to the power we attribute to 
them and the fear we have of them, is the struggle prolonged until 
we ascertain that they are but phantoms. Truly has Plaaten said, 
“The fearful images that make thee quail, are but phantoms of thy 
frenzied brain.” 


THE WEDDING INVITATIONS. 


In Jesus’ parable of the marriage feast made by a king for his son, 
(Matt. 22) it is interesting to note the character of the invitations 
issued and the response they met with. 

Three different invitations the king sent out, two to special and 
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honored guests and the third to all who might be found. The first 
invitations were ignored, the guests preferring to follow their own 
pursuits than to enjoy the hospitality of the king. The last invita- 
tion, embracing all mankind, met with immediate response, and at 
the feast all classes and conditions met on equal footing, resplendent 
in the wedding garments furnished by the king. : : 
The king typifies the ruling religious thought, while the various 
invitations represent the different ideas of religion held by the past 
and the present ages. In the early history of the Church, Divine love 
and providence were considered as belonging to a favored few, and 
thus these few did not attend the feast, that is, had no true ccncep- 
tion of the brotherhood of man. To-day, on the contrary, the uni- 
versality of the Divine favor is strongly recognized, and the ruling 
thought in this age is that consciousness which unites all mankind 
into one grand brotherhood, and which broadly issues its invitations 
to all to come to the marriage, or the union of father and child. 
Only through this conception is the wedding furnished with guests. 


RESURRECTION THOUGHTS. 


The three days in which Jesus lay in the tomb typify the three 
greatest religions known to the world: —Judaism, Christianity and 
Divine Science, and show that with the latter faith comes the resur- 
rection from the tomb of mortality to the recognition of man’s rela- 
tion to God. On the third day Jesus rose, and through the higher 
facts of spiritual life revealed in Divine Science, is discerned the 
liberating thought which has power to sever man from the confin- 
ing, tomblike conditions of mortality and exalt him to the fullness of 
the divine stature, as the ideal child of God, ‘without spot or 
blemish.” i i aT: 

The cross and the tomb are but perspective pictures delineating 
the torture and confinement imposed by material belief. Not a re- 
ligion prior to the advent of Divine Science promulgated the abso- 
lute supremacy of Spirit and the utter nothingness of materialistic 
manifestations ; hence they were, and are, incapable of liberating 
man from the tomb of mortal belief. The belief in death has per- 
vaded all the religions of the world, and death has ever been the 
culmination of all previous religions and the chief consideration of 
the Church. But at last this heavy stone has been rolled away and 
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the thought of life freely diffused into the mental atmosphere, arous- 
ing man to the consciousness that he is a child of Infinity. 

Every religion Prior to Christian Science has attempted to carry 
along a spiritual ideal with material associations, and because of this 
erroneous adulteration of Spirit and matter, they have all been in- 
adequate to lift man from the tombs of materiality belief. Chris- 
tian Science is the exception to this general rule and through its in- 
strumentality, emphasizing as it does the life thought, “that all is 
life, there is no death,” that “all is Spirit, there is no matter,” it 
has resurrected man from the confines of mortal belief to the realiza- 
tion of his divine relation, 

, Divine Science, the spiritual apprehension of man, is the resurrec- 
tion, declaring man’s oneness with his Creator and lifting him above 
the influences of the world. Back from the tomb has Divine Science 
rolled the huge stone of material speculation, whispering, “Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, he has risen,” 
and he that was dead to the spiritual facts of life and being, has 
come forth into the consciousness of his immortality. 





PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA. 


_No more thrilling event has ever been depicted by the pen of 
historian than the escape of the Israelites from Egypt, guided by 
Moses and the pillar of cloud and fire. Their pursuit by Pharaoh and 
his host, their passage through the Red Sea, and their wanderings 
in the wilderness are of intense interest, yet to this age their chief 
value lies in their representation of mental phenomena and in the 
picture they present of our individual experiences. History repeats 
itself, and what the world declares has been accomplished phenome- 
nally recurs to the metaphysical student inwardly. 

Egypt is symbolic of our present materialistic belief and is dark 
and gloomy, while Pharaoh is a type of the tuling thought of error 
which holds man in bondage. The Israelites are ourselves, not our 
true selves, but that which we seem to be through concurrence with 
the fallacies of negative thought. Free born and children of God 
are we in reality, yet, because of ignorance or wilfulness, we are ap- 
parently in bondage. 

Moses, the inward sense of moral courage, is our awakening to 
the true apprehension of ourselves and to an higher ideal, and with 
the higher, grander conception, comes a longing to be free—to 
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abandon our present condition and to attain a better, even an hea- 
venly. The higher light reveals the error which has enslaved us, and 
by its illuminating ray we prophetically view the far away land of 
freedom, and discern the possibilities of man as he progresses from 
sense to Soul. The higher realization has made known the great fact 
that there is something better for us than the negative, unsatisfactory 
condition of materiality, something which is not gained by the suffer- 
ings death imposes upon us, but is within our reach this instant. 
This spiritual consciousness is the emancipating thought of Truth, 
which gives us courage to break away from the Egyptian condition 
of material darkness, even though the error within struggles for do- 
minancy and follows in hot pursuit, armed with its erroneous theo- 
ries, distorted philosophy and false views of man and God, 

The route from Egypt to Canaan’s land of freedom and rest is the 
inward struggle against self. It is the true selfhood contending for 
position with its mortal effigy. Fear, distrust and ingratitude are 
the seemingly overwhelming seas of error which defy our progress. 
Hampered with such thoughts, we inadvertantly look backward, and 
lo! the whole army of Egypt is upon us, ready to carry us back 
into bondage. No enemy confronted us as we pushed forward, but 
the instant doubt and discouragement entered our hearts, before 
us spread the sea and behind us came the host of evil, ready to again 
place upon us the shackles of slavery. 

‘The mental rise from darkness into light, from Egypt into Canaan, 
is a task or a pleasure, according as we make it. If we recognize 
the potency of matter, and concur with the beliefs of the world, our 
ascent will be attended with hardship, famine, drought, and battles, 
as was that of ancient Israel. If, on the other hand, we recognize 
nothing but the power of Mind, and willingly renounce and denounce 
the assumptions of the world, the struggles of Egypt, like its history, 
will be foreign to us, and peace and plenty will be our portion. The 
Promised Land is here now, and to reach it does not necessitate a 
march through wildernesses and deserts. It is a mentality, and the 
distorted phenomena that marked Israel’s path are only the outward 
manifestations of an imperfect thought. The kingdom of heaven is 
within and will be manifested when all else is known to be nothing. 

The story of the discontent of the Israelites brings to us a prac- 
tical lesson. The uncomplaining nature finds the green pastures 
and the still water of Soul, but the dissatisned ones traverse wilder- 
nesses and unproductive desserts ere reacning the Promised Land. 

How often we murmur when tried, instead of making such moments 
opportunities for demonstrating the supremacy of Truth over all 
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wrong conditions ! How can we advance out of our present attitude 
of thought if we do not prove our superiority over it? And how can 
we prove our superiority over it, unless we are put tothe test? The 
sufficiency of divine power is demonstrated in times of trial. 

The children of Israel had seen the potency of God manifested 
in Egypt; they had witnessed the powers of Pharaoh succumb to 
the one power of Truth ; they had been delivered from the shackles 
of slavery, yet the instant a dark cloud rose in their pathway, they 
lost courage and murmured against Moses. Then Moses said unto 
them, “Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, for the Egypt- 
ians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see again no more for- 
ever.” 


Thus the higher thought within speaks to us, “Stand still, fear 
not, for the Egyptians—the erroneous thoughts—shall be seen no 
more forever. Such thoughts are but the manifestation of your own 
sinful nature. Stand still, silence self, and lift up the rod of Omni- 
potency, for this rod, wielded by moral courage, will dissipate them. 
See the salvation of God, witness how the crowning thought of 
Truth shall deliver you from such errors ” 

“The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace” 
were Moses’ words to the rebellious Israelites. Here is the keynote 
of heavenly harmony. ‘Ye shall hold your peace.” When trials 
come, stand still. ‘The Lord shall fight for you.” Every action of 
the senses is an hinderance to divine intervention. Sense and Soul 
cannot work together. Material advancement hinders spiritual pro- 
gression. The very fact of its being “ God’s salvation ” is proof that 
man has no partin effecting it. “Stand still”, and as the guiding cloud 
removed and came between the pursuers and the pursued, so will God 
separate us from our would be destroyers. “Go forward, regardless 
of seeming obstacles,” is the command of the higher thought. “God 
will awaken the Moses thought within, and the way will be prepared 
for your advance.” The Israelites pushed forward through the sup- 
posed waters of death and found a path to life, while the erroneous 
thoughts that followed were drowned and left behind. So the under- 
standing of life and freedom ever destroys the foes of spiritua] ad- 
vancement. 

The pillar of cloud and fire signified to the Children of Israel a 
separation from their enemies and symbolized their apprehension of 
God, As they were not yet in the Promised Land, the guiding 
thought was still cloudy to them, thought it was an illuminating flame 
of Truth, directing them through their darkest hours, piloting them 
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


The kingdom of heaven has ever been the bel ty. 
From time immemorial, savage and civilized alike eve i ight id 
goal, yet never has it appesroe a eee ate Ps _ Lire ead 

for its existence, and to day it is see yas rer 
pina eho parents looked for it in longing anticipation. 
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Poets of all ages have sung of it, prophets have declared it, philo- 
sophers have theorized concerning it, and priests have boldly sought 
to locate it; while, on the other hand, materialists, agnostics and 
infidels have sadly shaken their heads at the credulity of their su- 
perstitious brothers, and have boldly declared there is no heaven, 
that ail there exists is what presents itself to the passing generations, 
and that beyond there is nothing; or they have taken a less decided 
stand and have argued that the future is unknowable, and that the 
present demands our paramount attention. That the materialists 
have apparent grounds for their position is evident from the fact 
that the kingdom of heaven is not with men, despite the fact that 
it has been strenuously sought for by all people through all ages. 

The teachings of the past on this subject have contributed little 
permanent satisfaction to longing mortals, and for the reason that 
the foundation of this teaching has been more or less defective. It 
has been largely based upon the supposition of heaven as a distinct 
locality, and of the physical as a necessary preparation for the spiri- 
tual. These views find no support in the utterances of Jesus, the 
greatest teacher the world has ever seen. In response to the Phari- 
sees’ query as to when the kingdom of heaven would appear, he 
said, ‘The kingdom of heaven cometh not with observation, neither 
shall they say lo here, or lo there, for, behold, the kingdom of God 
is within.” This reply clearly shows that the goal for which the ages 
have sought is a cundition of mind, and not a specific location. 

That there is a kingdom of heaven, or, to put it in other words, 
areign of harmony, where discord, contention and sorrow enter not, 
is beyond cavil, for the inherent belief in such a sphere is abundant 
evidence of its existence when the conditions necessary for its mani- 
festation are fulfilled. There is not a nation or tribe on earth, that 
does not believe in a heaven of some sort, and although the nature 
of their different heavens varies acco-ding to the characteristics 
of the race, still, all agree that it is the home of the blessed, where 
peace without molestation, plenty without poverty, pleasure without 
pain, and life without death contribute to eternalize man’s hap- 
piness, 

From the time of Milton who said, “The mind is its own place, 
and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven,” thinkers 
have given a deeper meaning to the words “heaven” and “hell,” 
than have those who blindly accept current opinions on these sub- 
jects. All denominations, ‘at the present day, are slowly breaking 
away from the old time literal interpretation of the Bible, and, with 
this departure, comes higher understanding, broader thought, less 
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conservatism, and, in consequence thereof, a truer view of heaven. 
The long continued struggle for a correct interpretation of Scripture 
has resulted in the development of Christian Science, which reite- 
rates the Master’s teachings concerning heaven, and scientifically 
discloses the portal leading thereto. : 

In Genesis we read that the sabbath day followed the completion 
of the creation. This day symbolize the kingdom of heaven, a period 
of perfect rest and peace and endless day, for no night is there, 
This eternal day is again typified by mortal man in his earthly sab- 
bath, a period set apart for special devotional exercises. So con- 
tracted is man’s idea regarding the “day of the Lord,” that his sab- 
bath is of short duration, and he soon returns to that labor which 
engrosses the greater portion of his attention. The Bible teaches 
that God rested from his creation, and the sabbath appeared; but 
man, having not yet finished his creation, according to his own 
estimation, finds no rest. 

Did not Jesus declare that the sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the sabbath? Thenit is man’s the instant he ceases evolving 
material ideas and resumes his rightful condition of ruler over all 
things. Whenever he departs from materialistic associations, he will 
find the home for which the ages have vainly sought. Our acknow- 
ledged weekly sabbath day must be the starting point for the mani- 
festation of the kingdom on earth. This day, with its hallowed in- 
fluences, its nobler aspirations, and higher resolves, must increase in 
duration, and instead of being weekly, must become daily, until error 
and time are swallowed up in the victory of the knowledge that all 
that exists is eternal goodness, and that man is not compelled to till 
the ground by the sweat of his brow in order to maintain himself, 
but that he lives because God lives. 

A period in the Lord’s Prayer petitions, and thus teaches, that 
God's will can be done on earth as it is in heaven. Therefore should 
we strive to understand and manifest it, that earth may the sooner 
be rid of its abnormal conditions. Through the understanding of 
this passage, we learn that we need not await the convenience of 
others to manifest heaven, but are assured of the grand fact that 
each has the individual power to make it appear. To be con- 
stantly possessed of the mind that was in Christ Jesus would produce 
to each the kingdom of heaven on earth. , 

A human idea of heaven is but a mortal conception combined of 
the individual joys of earth, and can inno sense be declared heaven 
itself. The first commandment forbids the making of any image in 
heaven above, hence whoever attempts to describe heaven violates 
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this divine command. Heaven is not made u of human opini 
and while we hold a material sense, any concephbe of heaven wil 
be more or less tainted with carnal beliefs. ‘The celestial hosts of 
heaven, which man fancifully portrays, are but mortal fancies, ethe- 
rialized human being with wings. These conjectural beings are sym- 
bolical, portraying a higher existence for man, the idea constituting 
a sort of link between the human, and what the divine seems to be 
from a physical standpoint, Man, not having dropped the human 
sense of things and having a vague idea of the heavenly, combines 
the two, and an angel is the result. This is a perfectly rational con- 
cept, for what sort of a being could man conceive of with which to 
adorn heaven, unless he made one after the similitude of himself? 
The white robes with which he clothes his celestial ideal naturally 
follow as man believes that heaven is a place of purity, in which he 
is free from the limitations imposed by miterial beliefs. Spiritually 
speaking, angels are pure thoughts, directing heavenward and be- 
stowing upon earth peace and good will to man. 

_ The belief in both heaven and hell as realities, when tested By 
divine logic, is seen to be most unscientific. The possibility of 
a heaven created by God, precludes any chance of ahell. The being 
who fashioned a heaven has not the negative ability to create a hell, 
for Mes the same fountain cannot send forth both sweet and bitter wa- 
ter.” A good God never made a place such as Calvin depicted hell 
to be. _Heaven is the absence of hell, and both could not have had 
pat ougin i the game CSURciDUsEst, The manifestations of the 

enses an e effects of si i 
the only hellithar cic sin upon the human character constitutes 

e story of Lazarus and the rich man makes clear this st 

The rich man lifted up his eyes in hell and saw Lazarus pag ery 
reclining on the bosom of Abraham, the identical place he himself 
had anticipated. Dives, the rich man, did not know that he was in 
hell until he lifted up his eyes. ‘To lift up the eyes =spiritual_per- 
ception—discloses the fact that the physical sense of things is the 

nly hell that exists; then comes a desire for the things above, and 
we beg the cooling draught of spiritual Truth, as did Dives of Lazarus. 

The key which unlocks the purtal to the heavenly kingdom is a 
miniature heaven within our own thought; this will develop into an 
eternal and omnipresent heaven without. “lo him that hath shall to 
be given” the gospels aver, proving that pure thought develops into 
a celestial paradise. Jesus declared that the kingdom of heaven was 
like unto a net that was cast into the sea and gathered of every kind 
after which the good was gathered and the bad cast away. Is not our 
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persona: experience a parallel case? Have we not gathered into our 
nets the good and the bad alike? Are we not casting our nets into the 
mind of the past, and have we not gathered erroneous doctrines and 
false theories until our thought is tainted with error? Have we not 
been guided and influenced by those who were themselves wrong, and 
thereby been educated to believe in the combined power of good 
and evil, and in the reality of spirit and matter ; in the fact of life 
and in the certainty of death? Surely in the past we have gathered 
of every kind and sort, but now,in the penetrating light of Christian 
Science, we are enabled to gather the good and to cast away the bad, 
thus manifesting among men the kingdom of heaven on earth. The 
conscious realization that God is all and that all is good is the king- 
dom of heaven in which is no shadow of turning. 


TO-DAY. 


One of the strongest facts that Jesus strove to make paramount 
in his teachings was that of man’s present perfection. ‘ Now is the 
day of salvation” was Paul’s contributed statement to this sublime 
truth. Again in John’s Revelation we read, “Now is come salva- 
tion, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ, for the accuser of our brethren is cast down.” ‘The mor- 
tal conception is destroyed with the realization of man’s eternal per- 
fection. In no place do we more strongly see this fact of life illus- 
trated than in the figure of the two thieves on the cross, which rep- 
resent the past and the future, between which the true ideal of be- 
ing is crucified. ‘The past rails at us and is a mockery to man, while 
the hopes of the future but tend to prostitute the present by assign- 
ing to remote goals that which truly belongs to the Now. Should 
the hypothecated hopes of the future be withdrawn from their re- 
mote places and associated with the present, it would then be true 
of the future that “to-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.’ The 
hopes of the future must come into the consciousness of the present 
when associated with the present, making the present a paradise 
with the Christ-Principle of being. God will do no more for man 
in the future than he will in the present, and whenever man realizes 
that God is an omnipresent Deity, the glories of creation will be re- 
vealed. 
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RESURRECTION OF THE CHRIST. 


The only sepulchre in which Jesus—the ideal man—lay, is the 
record of the past eighteen hundred years of false religious specula 
tions, theological hobbies, and perverted human conceptions. Un- 
der these material beliefs the true man—the spiritual apprehension of 
being—has been buried. Associating the spiritual ideal with the 
claims of the flesh has rolled the stone of physicality upon the tomb 
of mortal misconception, completely screening from the gaze of man 
the spiritual facts of life and immortality. 

The disciples (religionists) as of old have rolled this huge stone of 
mortal misconception over the truth of being, making of Jesus a 
fetich instead of extolling him as the generic man—the perspective 
ideal of all. Vigilantly have the false conceptions and doctrines of 
the world watched that the true idea be not resurrected, but, despite 
this resistance, Christian Science—the angelic conception of man 
and the universe—has rolled back the stone of physical association, 
and he who was dead is alive again, and the Christ, disassociated 
from the claims of the world, stands before man as the untrammeled 
spiritual ideal, and the relation between God and man is established 
forevermore. 

Christian Science has left the tomb empty, save the winding sheet 
of supposed purity with which the religions of the day had en- 
wrapped the ideal man. This it has leftin the tomb as incompatible 
with the resurrected thought, which environs man absolutely in the 
spiritual sense of being. It has declared, ‘‘ He is not here, he has 
risen ; why seek ye the living among the dead?” Why seek for the 
living Christ Principle among the dead forms of popular belief? 

Christian Science has declared to the world the fact that man is 
spiritual—that the human apprehension of him is an abnormal con- 
dition and belongs not to God, It has enfranchised man from the 
confines of materiality and now points to the ideal man as the per- 
spective consciousness of every individual. It proclaims to the 
world that the power and purity of the Nazarene are manifested 
only as he is disassociated from the garments of the flesh and 
extolled as spiritually begotten of God. By these resurrecting 
thouglits of life and being, as promulgated by Christian Science, the 
tomb has been opened and forth into immortality has man come. 

Through the mortal conception of man as flesh, the one talent— 
the spiritual apprehension of being—bestowed by the Christ Prin- 
ciple, has been lost, by burying man in a physical environment, and 
he has been cast out, as was the unprofitable servant, becoming a 


62 MISCELLANY. 


recluse from God. But being clothed in his right mind—the under- 
standing of Spirit—restores the lost talent, brings home the outcast 
and reveals man as the child of Infinity, robed in the seamless gar- 
ment of perfection. 


TRUE HEALING. 


The true healing is the conscious realization that man is even 
now a perfect child of God. This averts the need of physical heal- 
ing. The treatment of disease is the admission of disease, and the 
admission of disease is all there is of it. To understandingly rise 
above the physical need of healing is to establish the fact of spiritual 
perfection, but never can we rid ourselves of the conditions of the 
flesh so long as we continue to heal the flesh, If the time ever 
comes when physical healing will be destroyed, it is nothing to-day. 
The less healing there is, the more perfection is manifested, for, 
since it is the underlying thought that governs, if we deem that we 
need treatment, this it is that provokes our diseases. Healing is a 
human demand and can never be destroyed except by the abroga- 
tion of the belief of the mortal consciousness, The belief that we 
need to be treated is the lie, and not the disease, and this it is that 
must be overcome. What do we treat? If we knew man to be 
perfect, there would be nothing to treat ; hence all that we treat isa 
belief, and all forms of belief are erroneous. A treatment is a men- 
tal medicine we take to change a belief of sickness, but it is not 
founded on God, for belief is not of God. The spiritualization of 
thought is the only method of transforming the consciousness from 
the human to the divine, from the imperfect to the perfect. 

Striving to heal the physical keeps us on a material basis, and our 
efforts are but a tower of Bable which seem to tower upward, but 
which ends in confusion because the summit only is spiritual while 
the foundation is a material concept. We cannot cast out the 
devils of mortality or heal the lunatic thoughts of the world from the 
standpoint of materiality. The disciples were rebuked by Jesus be- 
cause they could not heal the lunatic. He said, “ Bring him to me,” 
and he cast out the discord. It is only as we bring our patients in- 
to the absolute Christ consciousness that the lunatic (confused 
thoughts) of the world are cast out. Can we not see that the very 
fact that we deem others need to be healed is proof of our imperfect 
apprehension of man? Why should we see others as imperfect, and 
would we if we were conscious of perfection ourselves? 


* * * * * * 


m\ 
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Paul's injunction to “forget the things that are behind” is 
sadly disobeyed to-day by many of the Scientists, for into Christian 
Science has been carried the relics of past beliefs until it has 
become the drag net spoken of by Jesus, into which every 
kind was gathered, both good and bad To separate the false 
teachings of the past from the true facts of existence is the work of 
the present generation, and only as we hold steadfastly to the truth 
of spiritual being shall we succeed in casting out the bad and retain- 
ing the good. Many of the means employed to-day by the Scien- 
tists are but “ whited sepulchres” beautiful outwardly, but inwardly 
“full of dead men’s bones.” By which is meant that we are apt to 
employ the beliefs of those who have past and gone, which sub- 
serve nothing to the end of making man realize his spiritual selfhood. 
The beliefs of the past are garnished up with the truths of the pres- 
ent and outwardly seem to be spiritual, when, in fact, they are full of 
uncleanliness and unfit for the holy precincts of spirit. 


THE TRUE OVERCOMING. 
EXTRACTS FROM A Pastorat LETTER. 


_ The only overcoming there is is the realization that because man 
is the perfect expression of Infinity, there can be nothing to over- 
come. This realization is the Christ that overcomes the world, and 
in the degree that we assimilate the Christ-thought, we give up the 
ghost of mortality—the illusions of the senses. Standing as bellig- 
erents before the phenomena of matter, merely provokes discord, 
and only as we put up the sword, will peace and amity appear. The 
Christ understanding of being brings peace on earth and good will 
to men. It is impossible to produce harmony so long as we recog- 
nize a foe to conquor. It is the same with healing. As long as we 
believe that there are those who need healing, sickness will con- 
tinue, for the belief of the need of healing precludes the sense of per- 
fection, The thought that man needs treatment is the fundamental 
disease. Only as we stand upon the premise of man’s divine rela- 
tion, will the abnormal conditions of the flesh cease to express 
themselves. Adam had the naming of mortal things and only as we 
refuse to listen to the language of mortality, will its utterances 
cease. 

If my efforts during the past two years have resulted only in 
making belligerents or healers of you, I have most signally failed in 
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my mission, for true Christian Science does not make healers of its 
followers, nor does it leave them in the midst of material claims to 
fight their way out. Its one object is to inculcate the fact that man 
is spiritual, thereby precluding the need of healing or of aggressive- 
ness. * * * * * * God never designed man asa healer or 
as a warrior. but as a promulgator of peace. ‘Let the dead bury 
the dead” is the law of Christ. Let the Christ Truth of immortal 
being relegate to eternal oblivion all that is unlike God. ‘Through 
the true realization of man and the universe, the scales will fall from 
the eyes of man, and he that was blind will see. 

All of the material modes and methods are ours and subserve 
nothing toward the final annihilation of mortal concepts. They are 
inimical to Truth and not until they are abandoned, will the harvest 
(absolutely spiritual consciousness) appear. The personal aspect of 
the world has always screened the impersonal—the spiritual—and it 
always will. It is impossible to make a material man spiritual. 
“That which is crooked cannot be made straight.” There is but 
one way of proving man to be the perfect child of God, and that is 
by so beholding him, through understanding of his true nature. The 
attempt to make man better will not bring this result. Turning on the 
light of Spirit neutralizes the darkness of mortality and man is seen 
to be “without spot or blemish.” The true, ideal man has been 
screened from the world for eighteen hundred years because of the 
human apprehension of him. ‘This is the tomb in which he has lain. 
* * * * * The ideal man seems remote, simply because we 
have not yet awakened to the fact that all mankind are equal and 
that “God is no respecter of persons.” 

There is but one thought taught in Christian Science, and that is 
man’s relation to God, “and whatsoever is more than this cometh of 
evil,” and are but things of the past, ideas borrowed from the Egyp- 
tians, and which are even now being converted into a golden calf for 
future worship. * * * * * 

In Truth, there is nothing to overcome, for the Christ conscious- 
ness has overcome the world; therefore the Christ consciousness is 
the only panacea for the malformations of the world. O that we 
might put up the sword and lean upon the sustaining arm of the In- 
finite, who knows us only as his image and likeness! O that we 
might know each other as we are known! Then would the end 
come ; but so long as we fail to don the wedding garment, we shall 
be cast into outer darkness. So long as we decline to environ man 
in spiritual garments, we ourselves fail to grasp the true facts of be- 
ing. A Christian Scientist has no right to hold another as material 
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while recognizing himself as spiritual. ‘To such the Lord will say, 
*“ How camest thou in hither not having on the wedding garment ?” 
So long as we hold another as material, as imperfect, as needful of 
healing, we have not on the wedding garment ourselves, and our 
sense of another's defects and imperfections and lack of spirituality 
casts ws from the wedding feast, for the sense of mortality in any of 
its expressions is what casts us from the holy height of spirituality 
‘The one talent that the Master has entrusted to us is the realization 
of spiritual being. It is the greatest gift within the province of the 
Holy Ghost, but, if we bury it in the ground—descend to the mortal 
sense of things—this casts us from our true sense of being into the 
outer darkness of mortality, and we are without hope. * * * * * 

In closing, I would say, “Hold fast that which thou hast that no 
man take thy crown.” Hold fast to the crowning conviction that 
you all are children of Perfection and that, because of this divine 
relation, imperfection has no part in you, and the true fact of life 
will come quickly, bearing its reward with it. 








